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Rashi on Genesis 16:1 
 
A HANDMAID, AN EGYPTIAN — She was a daughter of Pharaoh; when he saw the 
miracles which had been performed for Sarah’s take he said, “It is better for my 
daughter to be a handmaid in this man’s house than be mistress in another man’s 
house” (Genesis Rabbah 45:1). 
 
Rashi on Genesis 21:14 
 
AND SHE WENT AND WANDERED — she reverted to the idol worship of her father’s 
house (Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 30). 
 
Exodus Rabbah 1:23 
 
Rabbi Yochanan said: She went down to cleanse herself from the idols of her father’s 
house. 
The Rabbis say: Pharaoh’s daughter was a leper; that is why she went to bathe. When 
she touched the basket she was cured. That is why she had compassion for Moses and 
loved him exceedingly. 
 
Rashi on Genesis 21:20 
 
He used to live in the wilderness and rob travelers. It is to this the statement refers, 
בכל ידו (15:12)  “his hand shall be against everyone, etc.” 
 
Exodus Rabbah 1:26 
 
“She named him Moses” – from here you learn the reward of those who perform of acts 
of kindness. Although Moses had many names, the name that was set for him 
throughout the Torah was only the one that Batya daughter of Pharaoh called him. Even 
the Holy One blessed be He did not call him by any other name. 
 
Leviticus Rabbah 1:3 
 
Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin said in the name of Rabbi Levi: The Holy One blessed be 
He said to Bitya daughter of Pharaoh: ‘Moses was not your son, but you called him your 
son; you, too, are not My daughter, but I call you My daughter,’ as it is stated: “These 
are the sons of Bitya,” the daughter of God [bat Yah]. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


