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SHABBAT
25 TEVET
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5

25 TEVET
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6

3 SHEVAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12

3 SHEVAT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13

6:00 PM 
Pre-Neg

6:30 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Services:
Welcoming 2024

6:00 PM
Pre-Neg

6:30 PM
Martin Luther King, Jr. Shabbat 
Services

9:00 AM 
Torah Study

10:30 AM
Saturday Morning Minyan

10:30 AM
Conservative Minyan

10:30 AM
Bat Mitzvah of Kyla Bloom Lam

10:30 AM
Bat Mitzvah of Marisa Reina 
Beverley

Parashat Vaeira
Exodus 6:2-9:35
Haftarah:  Ezekiel 28:25 – 29:21

10 SHEVAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
6:00 PM 
Pre-Neg

6:30 PM
L’Taken Chai/Pioneer Shabbat 
Services

10 SHEVAT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
9:00 AM 
Torah Study

10:30 AM
Saturday Morning Minyan

10:30 AM
Bar Mitzvah of Dylan Shapiro

Parashat Bo
Exodus 10:1 – 13:16
Haftarah:  Jeremiah 46:13 -- 28

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4  S E R V I C E S

For additional information visit tbam.org/calendar

9:00 AM
Torah Study

10:30 AM
Saturday Morning Minyan

Parashat Shemot
Exodus 1:1 – 6:1
Haftarah:  Isaiah 27:6 – 28:13; 
29:22-23

17 SHEVAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
5:45
How ‘Bout Shabbat
Paw Patrol

6:00 PM 
Pre-Neg

6:30 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Worship:
Celebrating Nature

17 SHEVAT
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
9:00 AM 
Torah Study

9:00 AM
Sensory Friendly Shabbat

10:30 AM
Saturday Morning Minyan

5:30 PM
Bar Mitzvah of Jesse Messinger

Parashat Beshalach
Shabbat Shira
Exodus 13:17 – 17:16
Haftarah:  Judges 4:4 – 5:31
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JEREMY BARRAS
SENIOR RABBI
JBARRAS@TBAM.ORG

Amid the sadness of the war in Israel and the rise of 
global antisemitism, there has been a spark lit within our 
congregation. Like most Jewish communities in the world, 
recent events have galvanized us to count on each other 
for solace and consolation. Ever since my plea for every 
congregant to come to at least one Friday night service a 
month, we have seen a drastic rise in attendance. It is in 
synagogue on Shabbat where we have come to find each 
other, to lift one another up, and to share in the majesty 
and comfort of our tradition. Recently, our Soulful Shabbat 
services have taken off, and on Glow Stick Shabbat this past 
month we enjoyed a standing room only crowd! Seeing you 
all here on Shabbat has brought great energy and spirit to 
our services and has truly uplifted our whole clergy team.

It is our intent to make every service as spiritual, seamless, 
and spiritually and intellectually edifying as possible. One 
extremely vital component of our service, and one of the 
reasons that many congregants attend Friday nights, is to 
say Kaddish for loved ones. Because we are a historic and 
large congregation, our yahrtzeit list each week is very 
lengthy. Reading each of the names can sometimes take 
upwards of ten minutes. This adds considerable length to 
the service and can cause a break in our liturgical flow. For 
that reason, we have consulted with other large synagogues 
around the country to see how they deal with lengthy 
kaddish lists.

After much consideration, we have decided to implement a 
new system for our kaddish list:
• Each Friday night the kaddish list will be placed in the 

lobby at the door to the Sanctuary
• Anyone who would like a name read should circle the 

name they would like recited
• If not in attendance, congregants can call or email to 

request a name to be read in their absence
• A clergy member will read the entire list privately each 

Shabbat

It is our hope that like many other large congregations, 
this new system will allow everyone to hear the names they 
came to honor, but that reading the kaddish list will not 
take as long at the end of services. While I know this is a 
significant change to our past custom, I believe all our goals 
will still be met. Congregants will always hear the name 
they came to honor. All names will be read on Shabbat by a 
clergy member. And anyone can request a name to be read 
even if they cannot make it to services.

I am so thankful to you for making Shabbat service a 
priority. Each and every week when we come together, the 
energy we create sustains us for the rest of the week. We 
need each other now more than ever, and I am so proud 
that we are transforming Erve Shabbat at Beth Am into the 
moment of the week where our community joins together 
in prayer and spirituality.

L’shalom,
Rabbi Jeremy Barras

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS, AND KADDISH

with Rabbi Jeremy Barras

LuunnchLLLuLLuuuunnnnnnccchhhLunch&Le&arnL&LL&&&e&ee&&&a&aa& raarrnrrnnLearn

Chapel, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

TUESDAY
JANUARY 9, 12:00 PM

RSVP to Janice Baisman at 
jbaisman@tbam.org

to let us know if you are coming!
Light snacks will be provided; feel free to 

bring your own lunch!

COLLEGE CAMPUS ANTISEMITISM:
ARE WE MAKING PROGRESS OR NOT?
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CLERGY CORNER
RABBI JAIME AKLEPI
JAKLEPI@TBAM.ORG

As we begin the new secular year of 2024, I wish everyone 
good health, moments of joy and peace. The new year 
is always a time for reflection and hope. As the war in 
Israel continues, we continue to pray for Israel’s safety, 
security and the return of the hostages. In October, only a 
few days after the war began, I traveled with a wonderful 
group of people to Central Europe as part of our TBAM 
Tours initiative. Traveling with the Temple is a great way 
to create new relationships and enjoy friendships, learn 
together and experience Jewish life in new places. At first, 
we were concerned that we would encounter anti-Israel 
sentiments, but the opposite was true. We celebrated 
Shabbat at the Dohany Street Synagogue in Budapest 
where we were introduced to Neo-Logue customs, a type 
of modern orthodoxy with separate seating for men and 
women but also an organ. The splendor of the building still 
stands yet the Jewish community struggles for support, 
cohesiveness, and identity. At the JCC in Budapest their 
creative arts director shared the ways they are strengthening 
the Jews of Hungary. Through Jewish cultural festivals, 
holiday celebrations, educational boxes for Shabbat and 
each holiday, families that have been separated from their 
Jewishness since WW II are coming back.
 
In other places, like Bratislava we saw the remnants of the 
Jewish community; where Jews once lived, cemeteries, 
etches in granite where the synagogue once stood. And in 
the center of town, we saw Israeli flags raised in solidarity. 
Central Europe is both beautiful and ugly for Jews. There 
are former ghettos and old towns with streets called “Jewish 
Ally,” “Jewish Street,” “Jewish Plaza.” To mark a home 
where Jews lived prior to their deportation one can find 
“stumbling blocks,” bronze squares on the sidewalk with the 
Jewish person’s name and date of deportation. The idea is 
that people will see these names by chance and remember 
what once was. In Vienna, although the synagogue had been 
closed to visitors and worshippers alike since the beginning 
of the war, the front entrance of the synagogue was covered 
with the pictures of the Israeli hostages. In Linz, Austria we 
saw more Israeli flags, as well as armed guards by the door 
to the synagogue. There, in the synagogue that was built in 
1968, the president of the community told  her story and the 
continuing yet delicate story of the Jews in Linz. 

Arriving in the Czech Republic our thoughts turned to 
what was, what happened and what is. The Talmud Scholar 
Judah Loew ben Bezalel known as the Maharal (Moreinu 
HaRav Loew) is one of the leading Jewish figures of Prague, 
kabbalah and the legend of the Golem, over 400 years after 
his death. There are six beautiful and unique synagogues 
in the Jewish area of Josefov, the Old New synagogue still 
holds services while they all make up the Jewish museum. 

And on the wall that surrounds the cemetery were the 
posters of the hostages. About 30,000 Jews of the Czech 
Republic who returned after the Shoah left for Israel in 
1948 and only a few thousand Jews live there now. Only an 
hour from Prague is Theresienstadt, which is made up of 
a fortress/prison and the ghetto which today has returned 
to a functioning town. The contrast from city to ghetto to 
city is overwhelming. The way to bear witness to the past 
and enjoy some  beauty of the present is to experience 
it together as a community. Walking the line between an 
industry of Jewish Heritage Tourism and seeking glimpses 
of our families past can be sad and humorous at the 
same time. The spans of time where Jews were safe and 
flourished were not very long but they kept returning and 
rebuilding. As we look to a new year, may we look forward 
with hope and gratitude for our lives, and dedication and 
devotion to the Jewish people.

Rabbi Jaime Aklepi
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RICHARD SIEGEL
PRESIDENT
RSIEGEL@TBAM.ORG

After focusing outwardly on some pretty serious topics in 
recent articles, I thought I’d give myself (and you) a break 
this month and focus inwardly on our incredible campus – 
specifically, The Hub. According to Webster’s, a “hub” is 
a center of activity, and I can think of no more appropriate 
name for our “Hub.”

I have to admit that I’m on a “Hub high” as I write this 
having just attended the first (of what will be many) sold-
out events at The Hub. Letters from Anne and Martin, 
presented by TBAM’s unBIASed Initiative, was a moving 
and inspirational production that combined the iconic 
voices of Anne Frank (sourced from her Diary) and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (sourced from his Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail) which, despite representing very different times and 
cultures, evoked similar themes as the two figures, both 
coincidentally born in the same year, speak of their hopes 
and dreams for a peaceful and unified world. I left the 
production in awe, both from the production itself, and 
from the fact that I witnessed it on our very own campus. 
I felt as if I was exiting from a hip, off-Broadway theater in 
New York, not from the same campus where I reflect so 
fondly on hearing my daughters singing about wanting to a 
tree on Tu B’Shevat!

If you have not visited The Hub yet, I implore you to do so. 
To paraphrase the adage, a visit is worth a thousand words 
(and I try to keep these columns at under 600 words). Even 
if there’s nothing going on, you can sense the energy and 
potential of the space just by walking through its doors. 
From the beautiful stained glass in the lobby to the state-
of-the-art Performing Arts Center, when you’re there, 
you know you’re someplace special. Even treat yourself 
to something from the Top Nosh Café – the prices are 
reasonable (using Starbucks as your benchmark) and the 
profits go to a worthy cause!

As I recently heard a wise man say, irrespective of 
everything else that surrounds you, there are only three 
things that truly matter: the people, the people, and the 
people. And we are blessed to have extraordinary people 
making the dream of The Hub a reality. Ellen Rusconi joined 
us as Executive Director of The Hub prior to its opening. 
Ellen joined us from the Adrienne Arsht Center, where she 
was a Senior Director of Programming for many years. She 
brings a wealth of knowledge and experience programming 
for performing arts centers and, as evidenced by the first 
few months of The Hub’s operation, we are in very good 

hands. She is assisted by Andrea Kay, The Hub’s Deputy 
Director who has done programming at TBAM for many 
years. Andrea’s “TBAM cred” combined with Ellen’s subject 
matter expertise creates a powerful force to make The Hub 
the special event space we envisioned it to be.

Now that I’ve whetted your appetite for The Hub, allow to 
capitalize on this excitement by highlighting a few events 
I’d encourage you to attend in the new year.

Gianmarco Soresi – January 18:  As someone who spends 
a lot of time having a very bad sense of humor, I have 
deep admiration for professional comedians. Gianmarco, 
a Jewish-Italian standup from New York, is hilarious. Check 
out his set on The Late Late Show with James Corden from 
last year or tune into his podcast The Downside and you’ll 
see why we’re so happy to have him at The Hub.

Cantor Azi Schwartz – March 3:  Cantor Azi Schwartz is the 
Senior Cantor of Park Avenue Synagogue in New York, and 
is a world-renowned vocal performer. He has performed 
at Madison Square Garden, the United Nations, Carnegie 
Hall and on Capitol Hill. While his accomplishments are 
numerous, I can think of no higher honor than the fact 
that he is my mother-in-law’s favorite cantor! Don’t miss 
your chance to hear Cantor Schwartz in our own backyard, 
thanks to the generous support of Melvyn and Carolyn 
Miller. 
 
Aleeza Ben Shalom – March 6: Aleeza Ben Shalom is the 
renowned globe-trotting Jewish matchmaker, who has 
captivated audiences worldwide with her popular Netflix 
show, “Jewish Matchmaking.” Beyond her impressive 
television career, Aleeza is a multifaceted professional, 
excelling as a matchmaker, dating coach, speaker and 
author.

In addition, new events are being added all the time to 
The Hub’s calendar, so please check out The Hub page 
on TBAM’s website to see what’s coming up (www.tbam.
org/the-hub). Our community is very fortunate to have The 
Hub. It’s the culmination of Rabbi Barras’ vision of what 
our campus could be, and it exists only through the tireless 
support of so many people in our community. I hope to see 
many of you at The Hub – you won’t regret it!

L’Shalom,
Rich

THE HUB
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JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION AS WE HONOR
PIONEER MEMBERS, 37-69 YEARS AND COUNTING!

It is with great pleasure that we 
welcome each of our Pioneer 
members and their families.

Celebrate together a special shabbat Celebrate together a special shabbat 
service where a blessing will be 

offered in their honor. Reconnect 
with old friends and take this 

opportunity to chat with your Clergy 
and Temple community.

6:00 PM
Pre-neg- Meet and greet 

6:30 PM
Shabbat Service

7:45 PM
Dessert Oneg 

RSVP is a must!RSVP is a must!
tbam.org/pioneers

T E M P L E  B E T H  A M ’ S  

If you have any questions, please contact Rita Diaz at
786.364.9434 or rdiaz@tbam.org

SPECIAL ART EXHIBITION FEATURING OUR BROTHERHOOD
AND SISTERHOOD MEMBER ARTISTS

Page 17



COMMENTATOR JUNE 2023 · Page 18



SATURDAYS,
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
WELCOME LOBBY, THE HUB

TEMPLE BETH AM

Geared toward children 
with sensory 

processing disorders,
but open to all!

We invite you to join us 
on Shabbat morning for 
an abbreviated service 

featuring:

SOFT MUSIC
DIM LIGHTING

COMFORTABLE SEATING

JANUARY 27, 2024
FEBRUARY 24, 2024
APRIL 27, 2024
MAY 18, 2024

QUESTIONS?
Contact Michele Kaplan at michelemkaplan@yahoo.com
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NORA ANDERSON, M.S., M.Ed.
HEAD OF SCHOOL
NANDERSON@TBAM.ORG

This month, we celebrate Tu BiSh’vat, a special holiday in 
the Jewish calendar that honors the beauty of nature and 
the environment. At Rambam Day School, Tu BiSh’vat is 
not only a time to learn about the significance of trees 
but also an opportunity to instill the values of tikkun olam, 
the Jewish concept of repairing the world. This unique 
combination of environmental awareness and social 
responsibility creates a meaningful educational experience 
for students, fostering a strong connection to both their 
heritage and the world around them.
 
Tu BiSh’vat falls on the 15th day of the Hebrew month 
of Shevat. Traditionally, it marks the “birthday” of trees, 
symbolizing the changing seasons and the renewal of life in 
nature. The holiday is a platform for our students to explore 
the deep connections between Judaism and environmental 
stewardship. We emphasize the importance of caring for 
the Earth and the prohibition against unnecessary waste. 
These lessons provide a foundation for understanding the 
Jewish perspective on environmental responsibility.
 
Tikkun Olam, translated as “repairing the world,” is a 
fundamental concept that encourages individuals to 
actively engage in acts of kindness, justice, and social 
responsibility. One of the most important components of 
having a values-based education is putting those values 
into practice during the school day and beyond. Our 
Tikkun Olam initiative pairs a social justice cause with each 
grade level and gives the children access to issues through 
specific community partnerships. In fact, first grade is 
focusing on the environment throughout the year for their 
social justice project. They are not only learning about 
environmental conservation but are also exploring ways to 
contribute positively to their communities and the world.

Beyond environmental considerations, tikkun olam 
encourages students to think holistically, understanding 
that the well-being of communities is intertwined with the 
planet’s health. This lesson prompts students to reflect on 
the impact of personal choices on others. Furthermore, 
students develop a sense of personal responsibility for 
contributing positively to the world by exploring individual 
reflections and commitments. Tu BiSh’vat allows students 
to internalize the principles of tikkun olam, fostering a 
mindset that extends beyond the classroom and into their 
daily lives.

Another component of Tu BiSh’vat is the Tu BiSh’vat 
Seder, a meal in which participants typically enjoy fruits 
and grains from the seven species for which the land 
of Israel is praised in the Bible: wheat, barley, grapes, 
figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates. This connects 
our students to the land of Israel by combining spiritual 
elements, highlighting the renewal and rejuvenation of 
nature, and emphasizing Israel’s agricultural transformation 
and environmental stewardship. And right now, we 
desperately need this connection—a cultural and historical 
link deepening our relationship with our Jewish heritage. 
 
Tu BiSh’vat serves as a lens through which Jewish day 
school students can grasp the connection between tikkun 
olam and caring for others through sustainable practices. 
Its celebrations connect students to their Jewish heritage 
and inspire them to embrace a sense of responsibility for 
the world they inhabit, creating a generation of informed 
and socially conscious individuals.

DAY SCHOOL
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INFANT & EARLY 
TODDLER 
CLASSES ON 
CAMPUS 
THROUGH OUR 
BABY BLUE J’S 
PROGRAM.

SPRING SEMESTER 2024

Please check our website
to see our current course offerings
and to get registered.  

 TBAM.ORG/BABYBLUEJS

BABY AND ME SWIMMING
WITH MOVEMENT WORKS

TWO 4-WEEK SESSIONS
1- Starting April 4
2- Starting May 2. 
Classes are held on Thursdays at 9930 AM 
  
In this class, especially designed for a 
caregiver and child (don’t worry, the pool is 
heated!), we take things slow. You will learn 
all sorts of ways to engage in the water, 
making your child feel safe and secure while 
having fun in the water!
This class is limited to five children and This class is limited to five children and 
caregivers at a time.

JAM WITH JAMIE

8-WEEK SEMESTER
For children 0 - 36 months
Classes Tuesdays at 9930 AM  

Join us for a weekly interactive musical 
experience with a new theme each week:
Blast Off, Under the Sea, Rainbow Colors, Blast Off, Under the Sea, Rainbow Colors, 
Animal Adventure, A-B-C, 1-2-3, Love and 
Friendship, Zoom Zoom and Rock and Rock 'n 
Roll party. Enjoy prop and instrument play, 
movement, story time, parachute and bubbles. 
Are you ready to JAM? Say OH YEAH!

BABY AND ME

8-WEEK SEMESTER
Beginning Wednesdays, January 24
0-12 months class at 11:00 AM
12 months and older at 9:00 AM

We invite children birth to 24 months along We invite children birth to 24 months along 
with a parent or caregiver to join us for a 
weekly hands-on learning experience that 
will integrate gross motor skills, sensory 
integration, music, play and more! 
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thursday, march 14, 2024
7:00 pm

thursday, march 14, 2024
7:00 pm

90’s90’s90’sBack to 
the

Back to 
the

COCKTAIL PARTY  •  FOOD  •  SILENT AUCTION  •  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
ADVANCED ADMISSION:  $154 per person | DOOR ADMISSION:  $180 per person

THE KISLAK FAMILY SOCIAL HALL, LEWIS FAMILY RELIGIOUS LIFE COMPLEX

TBAM.ORG/ANNUALAUCTIONTBAM.ORG/ANNUALAUCTION

PRESENTED BY

ANNUAL AUCTION CO-CHAIRS
STEPHANIE GAINES & KATIE SCHEINER

Nancy Levy   |   Associate Development Director
nlevy@tbam.org

 

ALL ANNUAL FUND DONOR CATEGORIES AND ULTIMATE ANNUAL AUCTION CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIPS INCLUDE COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS

ADULT ONLY EVENT

Support the Rambam Day School Annual Fund:  TBAM.ORG/ANNUALFUND
For event and corporate sponsorship information:  TBAM.ORG/ANNUALAUCTION
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MAZEL TOV B’NAI MITZVAH
NATHANIEL LEVY
JANUARY 10, 2024
Nate is a 7th grade student at The McGlannan School. A thoughtful, kind and 
fun-loving son, brother, and friend, Nate is always up for an adventure. When he 
is not playing basketball, Nate can be found attending a Dolphins or Miami Heat 
game. His parents, Darra and Spence, and his sister, Naomi, are beyond proud 
of him and can’t wait to celebrate his special day.

KYLE LAM,
JANUARY 13, 2024
Kyla is a 7th grade Drama Magnet student at Southwood Middle School who loves 
musical theater, dance, and drawing. When not performing, she enjoys spending time 
with her family, friends, and of course, her dog. For her Mitzvah project, Kyla collected 
allergy friendly and organic food for those in need. She is also selling products 
featuring her art to raise funds for anxiety reducing “Kyla Kits” that will be donated 
to pediatric cancer patients. Her parents, Brooke and Jeff, and sister, Brenna, are very 
proud of all of her accomplishments and are excited to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah.

MARISA BEVERLEY
JANUARY 13, 2024
Marisa is a 7th grader at Gulliver Prep, and a proud graduate of Rambam Day 
School. Marisa enjoys baking, shopping, traveling, and hanging out with her 
friends. Marisa is a wonderful student. Her parents, Marcia and Mark and her 
sister Sarah, are very proud of Marisa and we are very excited to celebrate her 
Bat Mitzvah!

DYLAN SHAPIRO
JANUARY 20, 2024
Known for his strength of character, work ethic, and excellence in math, Dylan 
is the recipient of Gulliver Prep’s 2023 Middle School Leadership Award and the 
2022 Math Award. Dylan is an all-around athlete who enjoys baseball, football, 
and volunteering for ecological causes. His mitzvah project, participating in 
the Atala Foster Program, seeks to rescue the Atala Butterfly population from 
extinction by planting native coonties and nectar plants and relocating larvae. 
We are so proud of him!

JESSE MESSINGER
JANUARY 27, 2024
Jesse is a 7th grade student at Palmetto Middle School. He is a member of the 
National Junior Honor Society and is on the Palmetto Middle School basketball 
team. He loves playing and watching all kinds of sports and loves music. He 
is a great friend, brother, son and grandson. His parents Kelli and David, 
older brother Myles and the rest of his family are very proud of him and his 
accomplishments and look forward to celebrating his Bar Mitzvah. 
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NAPLES
FAMILY GETAWAY
WEEKEND
WITH CANTOR TIFANI COYOT

A Temple Beth Am Initiative

SAVE

THE DATE

JUNE 6-9

For more information, please contact
ergomez@tbam.org or avitalfineman@hotmail.com

PROGRAMS GEARED TOWARDS FAMILIES
WITH CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES 3-12
(SIBLINGS WELCOME).
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SHARONE LEVI
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SLEVI@TBAM.ORG

Over Thanksgiving break, members of our Temple Beth 
Am community and I visited Poland on a Holocaust and 
Heritage trip. This was a truly powerful experience that 
was deeply personal to me. Visiting the concentration 
camps was an emotional aspect of the trip, yet it was 
so important. Standing strong in Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
Treblinka, and Majdanek, our group honored the memory 
of the six million plus victims. As we know, the Nazis were 
not successful in their genocide of the Jewish people. This 
serves as a strong affirmation. Unfortunately, we are now 
seeing a similar act of hate repeating itself with the horrific 
events that occurred on October 7 in Israel.

It was beautiful to see multiple generations of temple 
congregants come together. We learned about the origins 
of antisemitism, which can be traced back to the 1600s. 
One of the most moving parts of the trip was visiting the 
vanished Tykocin Jewish community. In 1941, the Germans 
took over and eliminated all of Tykocin’s Jews in the 
nearby forest of Łopuchowo. Gone, but not forgotten.

I want to give a big shout-out to Tamara Donnefeld. 
Sometimes, after working with someone for so long, 
it’s somehow easy to forget how good they are at what 
they do. Tamara was absolutely outstanding with the 

messaging, education, and knowledge. By the same 
token, I also want to thank Mel Mann for his support and 
logistical help during the trip.

I believe that every member of Temple Beth Am should 
be afforded the opportunity to experience firsthand 
the transformative power of this journey. To make this 
accessible for all, I am establishing the “Holocaust and 
Heritage Fund,” which will subsidize costs for future trips. 
This initiative will enable every member to appreciate the 
significance of this powerful, meaningful, and spiritually 
enriching Holocaust and Heritage trip.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the trip to 
Poland. This journey has meant so much to me, and I know 
it profoundly impacted us all. Our time in Poland and the 
experiences we had really drove home the importance of 
remembering the past and continuing to fight against hate 
and prejudice.

Am Yisrael Chai
As they say in Israel:
TOGETHER WE WILL WIN

Sharone Levi
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In the middle of the Lopuchowo forest in northeastern 
Poland, I listened to the chilling story of the extermination 
of an entire small town called Tykocin. Two thousand 
children, mothers, fathers, and elders all marched to their 
deaths after the invasion by the Nazis in August of 1941. 
No one survived to tell their story, but the trees watched 
it all: the crying, shock, despair, torture, and realization 
of the end of so many beautiful lives. I walked alongside 
my mother and grandmother in the subzero weather, 
impossibly trying to imagine children walking with their 
mothers, knowing death was inevitable. The horror is 
inconceivable; and yet, it happened.

I do not recall the first time I learned about the Holocaust. 
Rather, it has always been embedded in my soul through 
my family’s history. I hear stories about my resilient great-
grandma – the woman whose name I was given, and 
whose eyes and laugh are now mine. She miraculously 
survived the Holocaust and lived to share her story 
through generations, despite unimaginable grief, serving 
as a reminder to never forget the past. 

While it may be cliche to say we must learn history so it 
doesn’t repeat itself, truer words have never been uttered. 
Primo Levi wrote, “It happened, therefore it can happen 
again.” As a student of history, it is my responsibility to 
ensure this doesn’t happen. I spent a week in Poland 
retracing historical events and walking in my namesake’s 

footsteps to gain a greater understanding of the 
importance of studying history. Learning history allows 
society to grow from its mistakes and to develop into a 
more understanding, compassionate world. Without this 
knowledge, the same tragedies that occurred in the past 
may continue to reoccur. Looking back for a week and 
visiting places “frozen” in time reaffirmed the importance 
of learning history so that it may never be forgotten. 

However, I am dismayed by the horrors of what is being 
repeated 80 years later. Today, the world struggles to find 
peace, constantly stuck in a place where no one seems 
able to find a solution. I want to process the information 
I’ll learn to utilize it in real life, to contribute to a moral 
and thriving community that seeks to never repeat the 
disasters of the past. Through a dedication to continue 
learning diverse perspectives of history, I aspire to ignite 
change that encourages people to become active voices 
who advocate to improve society. We must remember 
our history, the storybook of the world, the timeline of 
our past, and all the events that led to this moment. This 
proves the only way to learn and to grow.

I carry on the name of a Holocaust survivor, bearing the 
responsibility to remind the world of the past and to work 
to ensure society never repeats its atrocities. The trees 
may not be able to talk and share their history, but we can 
and we must.

IF TREES COULD TALK
By Cameron Gussin

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE 2024 POLAND TRIP?
Registration opens on January 15. 

Informational Zoom Meeting 1/10, 6PM
For details and zoom link, please email Lisa Reichert at lreichert@tbam.org
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BUILDING BRIDGES
The Florida Council of Churches held an interfaith service at the Bethel A.M.E. Church in Overtown on November 13, 2023. The 
President of the Council invited unBIASed, a Temple Beth Am Antisemitism Initiative,  to participate in their program because 
of our mutually aligned objectives and goals. Joe Jacoby, a member of our Initiative’s Executive Committee, was invited to 
read Psalm 133 at the service. On the following day, Rabbi Greengrass made a presentation about unity and community based 
on the Torah. The interfaith service was well attended by clergy of diverse faiths and many African American leaders.  We look 
forward to our continued partnership with The Florida Council of Churches as we move forward with the important work of 
unBIASed.

THANKSGIVING INTERFAITH SERVICE
Temple Beth Am was honored to host this year’s Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service. Cantor Rachelle Nelson coordinated the service in 
partnership with synagogues and churches across Miami. “I wanted 
to breathe new life into the interfaith service, particularly at this 
stressful time, and felt everyone would bene�t from this 
comraderie” said Cantor Nelson. She succeeded!

A 55 person choir was assembled from area temples and houses of 
worship to share in song and prayer. Despite the pouring rain, over 
200 people gathered to celebrate our di�erences and beliefs and 
left with a new found feeling of unity and friendship!

Presented in partnership with GableStage & unBIASed

OLD WICKED SONGS
THE PLAY I HAD TO WRITE
A conversation with playwright Jon Marans and GableStage 
producing artistic director, Bari Newport
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g  •  e d u c a t i n g
unBIASed

A TEMPLE BETH AM ANTISEMITISM INITIATIVE

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  •  e d u c a t i n g
unBIASed

This Thanksgiving was like no other! After all, three generations of 
my family joined Beth Am’s �rst intergenerational Holocaust study 
trip to Poland during Thanksgiving week. The six of us planned a 
separate visit to Riga, Latvia, my mother’s hometown, at the end of 
the group trip.
 
Antisemitism was a recurring theme throughout my childhood. As 
newlyweds, my parents had escaped from Latvia just one year 
before the Nazis brutally murdered their families. For their entire 
lives, my parents struggled with the knowledge that they were the 
sole survivors of their families. We grew up understanding the 
fears and warnings about a recurrence of antisemitism.

As an adult, I have become obsessed with the Holocaust and how 
the world stood by and let it happen. That is perhaps the reason I 
agreed to chair the unBIASed antisemitism initiative at Temple 
Beth Am.
 
An intimate group of 21 brave souls participated in the journey to 
Poland, each with their own connection to antisemitism. We 
toured the villages in which Jewish people lived, the places they 
hid, the labor camps, the killing �elds, and the extermination 
camps. We coupled these visits with readings from survivors, 
bringing the past alive. One heart-wrenching story after another, 
one day after another; three generations were all trying to 
understand how this could have happened. 
 
My family �ew to Riga on Thanksgiving morning. Sub-freezing 
temperatures and snow greeted us in Riga. There was no 
Thanksgiving dinner waiting for us, but Riga is a beautiful city, and 
it turned out to be the key to the information I have long sought.
 
While antisemitism was present as my mother grew up, there was 
a coexistence of sorts between Jews and non-Jews. My Jewish 
family was cultured and educated, and from what I could see, they 
lived lives very much like we live today. Yet, as soon as the 
Germans occupied Latvia, antisemitism turned into a cruel and 
barbaric vehicle for torture and murder. In Riga, it started with 
setting the main synagogue of the city on �re with 300 people 
inside.
 
I was searching for answers about what had actually happened to 
my family. In my earlier trips to Yad Vashem and Birkenau, I 
searched for my family’s names in the hall of names to no avail. 
But nothing prepared me for what I would �nd in Riga. At the 
Museum of the Riga Ghetto, I found a dozen names of both my 
mother's and my father's family on their wall of names. In 

addition, I hired a genealogist who found some information and 
took us to the archives on Friday morning. There, I reviewed 
family records dating back to 1829. There were pictures of 
people I never knew, along with names of the cities in which 
they were born and lived. There were visa and passport 
applications that wove together a story of their lives. 
 
My mother seemed to know that her mother and 13-year-old 
sister were part of the �rst round-up of Jews in November 1941 
who were marched out to the Rumbali forest and shot into mass 
graves. But she was never certain if her father was killed at 
Rumbali; in fact, she had heard stories that he survived much of 
the war. We �nally learned that he was kept alive for another 
three years because he was of use to the Nazis, only to be 
exterminated at Dachau four months before the camp was 
liberated. We visited and said Kaddish at the snow-covered 
memorial at the killing �elds at Rumbali and the graves of my 
great-grandparents in the old Jewish cemetery in Riga.
 
I left Riga with a great deal of sadness but also a feeling of 
closure and �nality. I am so grateful to Beth Am for providing me 
with this experience and giving me even more inspiration to fuel 
the unBIASed �ght against antisemitism.

Warmly,

E�� Osm�
Chair, Antisemitism Initiative,
aka unBIASed

A PERSONAL STORY OF THE HOLOCAUST
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on the Torah. The interfaith service was well attended by clergy of diverse faiths and many African American leaders.  We look 
forward to our continued partnership with The Florida Council of Churches as we move forward with the important work of 
unBIASed.

THANKSGIVING INTERFAITH SERVICE
Temple Beth Am was honored to host this year’s Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service. Cantor Rachelle Nelson coordinated the service in 
partnership with synagogues and churches across Miami. “I wanted 
to breathe new life into the interfaith service, particularly at this 
stressful time, and felt everyone would bene�t from this 
comraderie” said Cantor Nelson. She succeeded!

A 55 person choir was assembled from area temples and houses of 
worship to share in song and prayer. Despite the pouring rain, over 
200 people gathered to celebrate our di�erences and beliefs and 
left with a new found feeling of unity and friendship!

Presented in partnership with GableStage & unBIASed
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THE PLAY I HAD TO WRITE
A conversation with playwright Jon Marans and GableStage 
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BROTHERHOOD
Many people this time of year make resolutions to do or not to do something for the 
upcoming year. The Brotherhood would like to put positive thoughts out into the world for 
international, national, and local peace, fellowship, respect, and helping others.

This coming year, Brotherhood is excited about partnership programs with other auxiliary groups and 
organizations such as Sisterhood, Tikkun Olam, YERS, Sunday Salon, Latin Connection, Exchange for Change, 
Everglades Men’s Correctional Facility, and others under development.

Looking forward to a wonderful year. 

Yours in Brotherhood,
Jeff Rosenberg, President
Brotherhood of Temple Beth Am

�� Our
BROTHERHOOD

tbam.org/brotherhood

GUITAR LESSONS
JANUARY 11, 18, 25, FEBRUARY 1
7:00 – 8:00 PM
Extended Social Hall, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

From Bi�y Wh� man 

Learn how to play guitar from our own amazingly talented Billy Whitman! 

The purpose of the class is to provide an hour of fun and exploration through 
learning basic guitar skills. Billy hopes to inspire and encourage those who attend to 
continue their life-long appreciation of music and learn to play songs and 
techniques on guitar.

Students must bring their own guitar
(classical nylon string or steel string acoustic guitars).

OPEN TO ALL MEN AND WOMEN, AGES 18+

$100 FOR (4) 1-HOUR SESSIONS      |      RSVP: TBAM.ORG/GUITARLESSONS

MONDAY MORNING
MINYAN
SPONSORED BY BROTHERHOOD OF 
TEMPLE BETH AM
LED BY TBAM LAY LEADERS

MONDAYS, 8:00 AM
Chapel,
Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

If you would like to participate or volunteer 
to lead services, please email Ed Schwartz at 
edschwartz56@hotmail.com or Je� Rosenberg 
at je�reyarosenberg@gmail.com

DONATE BOOKS 
FOR THE 
EVERGLADES MEN’S 
CORRECTIONAL 
FACILITY 
DROP OFF GENTLY USED 
BOOKS AT THE TEMPLE BETH 
AM OFFICES.

Our �rst visit to the Men's Correctional Facility will be Monday, 
February 12, 2024 from 1:30 PM - 4:00 PM through Exchange 
for Change. Those who have visited in the past have felt it to 
be a powerful and most worthwhile experience. To participate, 
please contact me at je�reyarosenberg@gmail.com.



To find out how you can get involved and about 
upcoming opportunities, check us out: 

@tbam_tikkunolam

@Tikkun Olam Tbam
V
B

tbam.org/tikkun-olam

TOCtbam@gmail.com

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND 
VOLUNTEERING WITH TBAM
GET INVOLVED AND MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE TODAY!

On behalf of Tikkun Olam, I am thrilled to announce our newest initiative focused on making TBAM that much 
more accessible. Committed to cultivating an inclusive atmosphere for every community member, we recognize 
that accessibility is not only a legal obligation, it’s a moral commitment. In line with our values of compassion, 
unity, and social responsibility, we are taking a proactive approach to ensure that individuals with diverse needs 
are embraced within our community.

If you are passionate about championing accessibility and inclusivity, then please join us in shaping a community 
where every voice is heard, and every member is valued. Your participation will make the di�erence! 

Email accessibility@tbam.org to learn more or submit requests for accessibility accommodations.

Regards,
TAMAR SAVIR

WE HAVE UPDATED OUR 
WEB PAGES

Please explore to learn how to make your 
community and the world more just, caring, 

kind and aware. Find out who to contact, 
what’s coming up and so much more at:

www.tbam.org/tikkunolam

ABOUT TAMAR: A parent to three Rambam students, Tamar hails from Israel by way 
of a 13-year-hiatus in California. Tamar’s interest in accessibility began at home with 
her brother, Eyal, a low functioning individual on the autism spectrum. Very early on 
she witnessed how hard it is to navigate a world not designed for you. Since then, 
Tamar has spent more than 15 years working in the accessibility industry and 
currently is the Head Product Accessibility + Inclusion at Verily.
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MITZVAH MAKERS
TBAM’S KNITTERS, SEWERS AND
CRAFTER COMMUNITY
JANUARY 2 & 16 10:00 AM - 12:00 AM
Make handmade items for the Rabbis to give 
congregants. MM meets every �rst and third Tuesday 
of the month in Meeting Room 3 (2nd �oor).
For info, contact Anne Becker (ajbwalks@aol.com)

MITZVAH DAY 2024
SAVE THE DATE!
FEBRUARY 25, 2024
Mitzvah Day is a huge e�ort that has ripple e�ects 
throughout the year. To be a part of this foundational, 
annual event, contact Tikkun Olam.

MONTHLY TIKKUN OLAM ZOOM
JANUARY 9
9:30 AM -10:30 AM
All are welcome! Every second Tuesday of the month 
on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 849 3055 2084; Passcode: 063149

COMING UP
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MITZVAH MAKERS
TBAM’S KNITTERS, SEWERS AND

CRAFTER COMMUNITY

TBAM.ORG/MITZVAHDAY



RAC-FL UPDATE
RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER

By the time you read this in early January 2024, we will be 
approaching the time to close out the statewide petition drive 
to put reproductive Freedom on the ballot in November 2024. 
It is also likely that by now, Florida has banned abortion after 
6-weeks, making this work all that more urgent. Floridians will 
be asked to approve a Constitutional amendment to limit 
government Interference with bodily autonomy. The 
amendment reads as follows: 
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The citizens of Florida, and not politicians in Tallahassee, will 
determine what rights we want to protect in our state. This is 
not a partisan issue. Polling shows that there is widespread 
support for this Amendment throughout Florida, regardless of 
religion, race, location, or political party. At the end of 2023, 

For additional information, visit tbam.org/tikkunolam

the voters in Ohio approved a similar measure and we will do 
the same in Florida.
 
Thank you to the many TBAM volunteers and sta� who have 
helped us collect over 1800 petitions through Beth Am. 
 
However, our work is far from over! We will continue to invite 
members of our community, including Sisterhood, 
Brotherhood, L’Taken Teens, to join us as we prepare for the 
launch of our Every Voice, Every Vote civic engagement 
campaign in February. We will work across our state to ensure 
that democracy rings from every corner and that every voice 
is heard, and every voice counted, in 2024! March with us as 
we create history to ensure that Florida shines bright and that 
in November of  2024, we become the
7th state in our nation to enshrine
reproductive freedom in its constitution.  

All the best,
Je� Agron,
RAC-FL  
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GROW WITH US IN 2024!
JOIN US SUNDAY JANUARY 7, 2024
8:30-11:30 AM
We will begin the year tending and harvesting in our Garden...
Our crops are growing great and ready for you to enjoy.

Participants can plant herbs to take home to grow with your family!
Please bring any special herb planter you would like or we will
have starter pots available.
Plant your Passover parsley and other herbs now!

Also bring your gardening energy, closed toe shoes, gloves and 
water bottle!

 

 

Kindly RSVP at Garden@tbam.org
SAVE THESE FUTURE GARDEN DATES :
February 11, March 10 and April 21, 2024
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RAC-FL UPDATE
RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER

By the time you read this in early January 2024, we will be 
approaching the time to close out the statewide petition drive 
to put reproductive Freedom on the ballot in November 2024. 
It is also likely that by now, Florida has banned abortion after 
6-weeks, making this work all that more urgent. Floridians will 
be asked to approve a Constitutional amendment to limit 
government Interference with bodily autonomy. The 
amendment reads as follows: 
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The citizens of Florida, and not politicians in Tallahassee, will 
determine what rights we want to protect in our state. This is 
not a partisan issue. Polling shows that there is widespread 
support for this Amendment throughout Florida, regardless of 
religion, race, location, or political party. At the end of 2023, 

For additional information, visit tbam.org/tikkunolam

the voters in Ohio approved a similar measure and we will do 
the same in Florida.
 
Thank you to the many TBAM volunteers and sta� who have 
helped us collect over 1800 petitions through Beth Am. 
 
However, our work is far from over! We will continue to invite 
members of our community, including Sisterhood, 
Brotherhood, L’Taken Teens, to join us as we prepare for the 
launch of our Every Voice, Every Vote civic engagement 
campaign in February. We will work across our state to ensure 
that democracy rings from every corner and that every voice 
is heard, and every voice counted, in 2024! March with us as 
we create history to ensure that Florida shines bright and that 
in November of  2024, we become the
7th state in our nation to enshrine
reproductive freedom in its constitution.  

All the best,
Je� Agron,
RAC-FL  
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GROW WITH US IN 2024!
JOIN US SUNDAY JANUARY 7, 2024
8:30-11:30 AM
We will begin the year tending and harvesting in our Garden...
Our crops are growing great and ready for you to enjoy.

Participants can plant herbs to take home to grow with your family!
Please bring any special herb planter you would like or we will
have starter pots available.
Plant your Passover parsley and other herbs now!

Also bring your gardening energy, closed toe shoes, gloves and 
water bottle!

 

 

Kindly RSVP at Garden@tbam.org
SAVE THESE FUTURE GARDEN DATES :
February 11, March 10 and April 21, 2024
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A MESSAGE FROM
OUR SISTER CONGREGATION

I write these words as I fly over Miami on my way 
to my next stop on my brief visit to the USA, and 
would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone 
at Temple Beth Am, both clergy and members, for 
making me feel so welcome as the cantor of your 
sister congregation in Jerusalem, Kehilat Har-El, in 
particular in light of the tragic events of October 7th 
and its aftermath. Thank you in particular to Senior 
Rabbi Jeremy Barras, a dear friend for over 25 years, 
for inviting me to visit Beth Am on my way to the URJ 
convention in Washington, DC and for nurturing this 
special relationship between our two communities, 
and to Howard and Sharon Socol, for generously 
opening up their home once again and making me 
feel like a member of the family.
 
THE VISIT ITSELF TO BETH AM INCLUDED:
Friday: participating in the preschool Shabbat 
service, speaking (and baking!) at the challah bake, 
and participating in Beth Am’s glowstick Friday 
evening Shabbat services.

Saturday: delivering the d’var torah and co-leading 
the Shabbat morning minyan service and meeting 
with members at the potluck lunch.

Sunday: helping to lead the singing in the religious 
school’s Chanukah program, speaking about 
Chanukah in Israel with the students of the 5th and 
6th grade classes of the religious school, and then 
leading candlelighting at the Brotherhood barbeque.

With the hope and prayer for better days ahead for 
Israel and the Jewish people, and hopefully soon 
returning to welcoming members of Beth Am back to 
Jerusalem and Kehilat Har-El,

Cantor Evan Cohen
Kehilat Har-El, Jerusalem

Lighting the first candle with my hosts, Beth Am members 
(and Har-El overseas members) Sharon & Howard Socol.

Lighting the first candle with Lily, Alex, and Ethan Moskovitz, 
who like the Socols are also overseas members of Har-El as 
well as having their three boys celebrate their bnai mitzvah 
with Kehilat Har-El in Jerusalem.
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Participating in the challah bake organized by Senior Cantor Tifani Coyot, where I shared an opening Hebrew poem 
about the deeper meaning of baking challah.

With Beth Am clergy Rabbi Jaime Aklepi, Cantorial 
Soloist Jessica Bass, and pianist Liera Antropova following 
my participation in service Shabbat morning, where I also 
delivered the d’var torah.

With Beth Am clergy Senior Rabbi Jeremy Barras, 
Rabbi Jaime Aklepi, and Senior Cantor Tifani Coyot 
following my participation at Glowstick Shabbat 
evening services, the 2nd candle of Chanukah.

Speaking with the 6th grade class of Beth Am’s religious 
school about celebrating Chanukah in Israel.

Leading the lighting of the 4th candle at the Brotherhood 
BBQ, together with Rabbi Aklepi and introduced by Ed 
Schwartz, also an overseas member of Har-El.
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CIRCLE OF LIFE
Hugh & Eliza Culverhouse
Richard & Colleen Fain
Jeremy & Katrin Katz
Jonathan & Tina Kislak
Leslie Miller Saiontz
Richard Yulman & Kandy Kramer

CIRCLE OF BLESSING
Jeff & Yolanda Berkowitz
David & Beth Ertel
Elisabeth G. Frank
David Frankel
Barbara Havenick
Roberto & Betty Horwitz
Michael & Valerie Katz
Richard & Susan Lampen
Mark & Nedra Oren
*Ryan & Heidi Orley
Aaron & Dorothy Podhurst
Frederick & Michelle Pollock
David & Lily Serviansky

RABBI’S HONOR CIRCLE
Ray & Fredrica Applebaum
Alan Bernstein
Christophe & Caroline Browne
Robert & Nancy Green
*Naftali Holtz & Victoria Shusterman
David & Stacey Leibowitz
Charles Lipcon
Sam & Emina Nazarian
Randolph & Julie Rieger
Steven & Paola Saiontz
Howard & Sharon Socol
Robert A. & Michele W Stone
*Dean & Jennifer Warhaft
 

PRESIDENT’S HONOR CIRCLE
*David & Alison W. Bernstein
*Adam & Chanin Hott-Carlin 
Jared & Melissa Dall'au
Gary & Barbara Davis
Charlene Esserman
Stuart & Dianne Gottlieb
Diane & Terryz”l Goldberg 
*Maurice L. & Ava Habif

Jason & Laura Haim
*Michael & Rebecca Havenick
Anita & Joez”l Hoffman
Harry & Amy Hollub
*Richard & Alexis Kulick
*Howard & Linda Landy
Barbara C. Levin
Dan Levine & Lauren Bronfman 
Stephen Lipof & Allison Szmulewicz
Mara Mades
Victor & Lisa Mendelson
Michael & Susana Novak
Stuart & Mycki Ratzan
Jessica & Matthew Rieger
Mitchell & Alexandra Sandler 
Scott & Michelle Sarason
Joel & Randy Schenkman
Ruth Shere & Jessica Shere Coggins
David Siegel & Julia Umnov
Richard & Jackie Siegel 
*Walter & Michelle Weber 
*Brandon & Kara Yarckin

COMMITTEE OF 100 
Joe & Kim Aboulhosn
Evan & Amy Abramowitz
Irwin Adler
Fernando Akerman & Viviana Acheen
Gary & Eileen Alvo
Brett & Lauren Amron
Jeremy & Astrid Arditi  
*Brad & Jennifer Asher 
Anthony & Lisa Askowitz
Victoria Azpurua & Andrea Askowitz
Gerald Backman & Marlene Silverman 
Roney & Sofi Balson 
Scott & Deborah Barkow
Bion Bartning & Marina Greene 
George & Monique Befeler
Robert & Ana Behar
Edward Beiner & Daniela Zanzuri-Beiner
Rodney & Linda Benjamin
Kali & Gal Bensaadon
Abraham & Helene Benyunes
Andrew & Marla Berman
*Jeffrey Berman & Lauren Frost
Jill Berman & Michael Elmaleh
Jack & Sherry Bernstein
Marc & Michelle Bernstein

Francyn Berrin
Robert Berrin
Roslyn K. Berrin 
Jennifer Bielawski 
Alex & Lynn Binstock
Clinton & Elizabeth Biondo
Edward R. & Iliana Blumberg
Michael & Meredith Branciforte
Robert & Ronnit Branciforte
Mauricio & Margaret Brener
Alexander & Karen Britell
Bobby & Cristina Brochin
*Bradley & Alexis Brodie
Steve & Shelly Brodie
Michael S. & Janet Brown
Leandro & Melis Brufman
David & Donna Buchwald
Jeffrey & Lisa Buchwald
Marc & Becky Buchwald
Zachary & Alexandra Calinoff
Brian & Marissa Canida
* Paris & Joshua Carroll 
Alexander Chernyak & Alexandra Price
Anthony Ciminero & Joanne 
  Bauling-Ciminero   
*David Cohen & Cristina Gonzalez
Gary & Carol Cohen
William & Roberta Cohen
Jack & Cookie Cohn
Tom Cromer
Paul & Jolie Cummings
Jason & Jordana Davis
*Alexander & Eliana Dersovitz
David & Debra Deutch
Harold & Nanci Deutsch
Kevin & Jennifer Diemar
Jacob & Taryn Dubin
Kenneth & Adrian Dubow
Jonathan Dunn & Sandra Krauthamer
Norman & Edith Einspruch
Victor & Eileen Faradji
Dan & Julianne Farkas
Rachel & Jonathan Fayman
*Ryan & Ashley Feit
Robert & Donna Feldman
Theodore & Elaine Feldman
Jonathan & Nadine Fialkow
Cynthia Fien
*Alan Fine & Victoria Corrigan Fine
Daniel & Deborah Finkle

Justin & Natalie Firestone
Paul Fishbein
Steven & Nadine Foldes
Barry & Debra Frank
Gregory & Alexandra Frankel
Martin & Julie Franklin
Julio Frenk & Felicia Knaul
Adria Friedman
*Louis & Patrice Friedman
Michael & Carolynn Friedman
*Allen S. & Arlene Furst
Glenn & Susan Fusfield
Marco & Nili Gandelman
*Alexis & Tracy Garcia
Nicholas & Rachel Geary
*Gregg & Carolina Gelber
Scott & Peyton Gelley
Martin & Leslie Genauer
*Benjamin & Brooke Gettler
Arthur I. & Stephanie M. Gilbert
Mark & Belinda Gilbert 
Robert & Nancy Gilbert 
Jennifer Cohen Glasser
Mark & Julie Glassman
*Benjamin & Jessie Gliklich
Daniel & Amanda Gluck
Amir & Jane Gold
David & Kathryn Goldberg
Harris Goldberg &, Lisa Esserman
*Michael & Jessica Goldberg
Evan & Stephanie Goldman 
Hazel Goldman
*Albert Goldstein &, Anna Fridman
Lee & Lisa Goldstein
*Jason & Katherine Goldstrich
Larry & Susan Golinsky
Barry & Jennifer Gould 
Marc & Myriam Grad
Lisa Heller Green 
Bruce Greer & Evelyn Langlieb Greer
Renee Gross
*Max Steven Grossman & Ali Haime  
  Grossman
Phyllis Grossman 
Robert & Rochelle Grossman
William & Dilia Grossman
Louis & Patty Gurkin
Harvey W. & Carolina M. Gurland
Grant & Meredith Gussin
*Collin Gutman & Jenna Spinks

*NEW TO THIS LEVEL               ** THESE RENEWALS REFLECT THROUGH DECEMBER 15TH 

*Alexander Haber & Diane Horn Haber
Adam & Abigail Hall
Gregory & Kim Haller 
Barry Halpern & Sheila Auerbach Halpern
Jay & Saundra Halpern
*Philippe Harari & Claudia Contreras
Bernard & Deborah Harris
Dolores Harris
Mark J. & Helen A. Hauser
Alex & Barbara W. Havenick
*Ilien & Keith Hechtman
Greg & Jennifer Herskowitz
Frank & Jodi Hessel
Marcell & Ainsley Hetenyi
Robert Hill & Jennifer Ferriss-Hill
Jeremy Hoch & Stacey Baker
*Eric & Morielle Hoffman 
Kenneth & Hillary Hoffman
Richard & Ilisa Hoffman 
Aaron & Maura Hollub,
*Glenn & Rhodele Holzberg 
Michael & Iris Hyman
Joseph & Elizabeth Jackson
*Keith Jacobson
Charles & Roberta Jacoby
Joseph & Shelley Jacoby
Jason & Lisa James 
Zach & Danielle James
*Maximo Juda & Marcela Gueikian
Susan Kahn
*Elisha & Shira Kalfa
Leonard & Debra Kalman
Ronald & Karen Kammer
*Jack & Shirley Kaplan
James Kaplan
Jared & Elana Kaplan
Ryan & Nicole Kaplan
Sara Kapustin
Ira & Randye Karmin
Arnaud & Rebecca Karsenti
Jonathan Kaskel & Angela Tweedie Kaskel
Danny & Elaine Katz
Ezra & Tati Katz
Jason & Susan Katz 
Avi & Rachel Kaufman 
Joshua & Angelina Kaye
Danny & Rabbi Judith Kempler
Ilan & Lauren Kempler
Daniel Kern & Ellen Fine
*Vivien Klas & Tarigh Yusufi
*Jordan & Ali Klein 
Daniel & Laura Koffsky
Bruce Kohrman & Diane Krieger
Jay Koren & Joanne Harvest Koren
Murray & Ilene Kossman
Gary & Michelle Kramer
Roman & Cristina Krislav
Frank & Helene Kronberg
Alex & Juliana Krys
Taylor & Nessia Kushner
*Ryan & Lindsey Lamchick
*Justin & Nicole Landau

Elliot & Barbara Lang
Nathan & Elizabeth Leight
John & Amy Beth Leighton
Andrew Leinoff
Paul & Zoe Leinoff
Eric T. Levin & Jessica Kordansky
Barbara & Monte Lichtiger
*Tal & Daija Lifshitz 
Erika Litvak
*David & Emily Loewy 
*Jeffrey & Melissa Luse
Ray & Susan Malca 
Roberta Mandel & Joan Schaeffer
Jeffrey & Rebecca Mandler 
*Nathan & Chelsea Mandler
Jeffrey & Nicole Marcus
Jay Massirman
Daniel Matz, & Carly Kuhn Matz 
Michael & Starr Mautner
Michael & Susan Meister
Scott & Adi Mendlestein
Elliot Messing, & Faye Koniver
Steven & Adrienne Messing
David & Kelli Messinger
Neil & Madelyn Messinger
Todd Michaels
Joshua & Annie Migdal
David & Samantha Milgram
Marc & Marian Milgram
Bret & Caroline Miller
Melvyn & Carolyn Miller
Howard Millhauser
Isaac & Karina Mizrahi
David Montano & Yana Rusanova
Spencer & Maria Morgan
Peter Moser
Alexander & Lily Moskovitz 
Adam & Jessica Moskowitz
Michael & Caryn Musaffi
Robert & Elaine Nacron
*Damian Najman & Jamie Levenshon-Najman
Craig & Deirdre Nash 
Jeffrey & Susan Nullman
Daniel & Susan Odess
Michael & Marlene Olin
Marc & Allison Pacin
Kevin & Stacey Packman
Max & Stephanie Panoff
Paul Pataky & Edith Osman
Isaac & Mariana Pesin
*David & Beste Portnoff
Miguel & Lezlie Poyastro
David & Susan Racher 
Jacob & Sara Ratzan
Ratzan, R. Judith
David & Bari Rausnitz
Jeff & Sue Reamer 
Terry & Marcia Reisman
Jack & Jill Reiter 
Alejandro & Florencia Resnik
Guillermo & Maggie Retchkiman
Leonard Roberts & Elaine Klein

Brett & Heather Rogoff
*Eliyahu & Melanie Roman
David & Rebekah Rosenbaum
Jeffrey & Lillian Rosenberg,
*Jeffrey A. Rosenberg  & Miriam Singer
Todd & Verena Rosenberg
Alan Rosenthal & Natalie J. Carlos
Don & Monique Rosenthal 
Kenneth & Judith Rosenthal
Robert & Susan Rosenthal
*Cary Rosenwald & Victoria Flynn
Neal & Vicki Roth,
Dylan & Jamie Roy
Richard & Cessy Rubinson
Steven & Cindy Rudin
David & Maria Ruffner
Stephen & Cayla Rutchik
Daniel Sachar & Katherine   
  Lampen-Sachar 
Steven Safren & William Pirl
Peter & Wendy Salomon
Gilbert & Diane Sandler
Gary & Lisa Saul
James Schainuck
Darin & Jacqueline Schatzman
J David & Joan Scheiner
Jaimie & Brett Scheiner
*Michael & Katie Scheiner 
Andrew & Jacqueline Schimel
David & Sarah Schimmel 
Joshua & Jillia Schnell 
Kevin & Robyn Schumacher
Richard Schurr & Christy 
Ed Schwartz
Howard & Jill Schwartz
Joshua & Jordan Schwartz
Steven & Laurel Schwartz
Zachary & Katarina Segal
Hermina Seiden
Alan & Karen Serure
Allan & Sarah Serviansky
*Leon & Irina Shaulov
John Shepard & Donna Bitterman-Shepard
Howard & Stacey Shoer
*Carlos Shteremberg & Ilana Tanenbaum
Luis Silberwasser & Abbe Rosenbaum
*Steven & Gisel Silverberg
Louise Silverstein 
Sean Simon & Perri Young
Adam & Paige Siper
Edward & Barbara Sirkin
David & Ilana Snider
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Steven & Staci Solomon
Spann Steven & Melissa Orshan Spann
Jeffrey & Joyce Spar
Robert W. & Linda Spiegelman
David & Meryl Spigelman
Scott & Danielle Katz Squires
Cliff & Shelly Stamler
Edward & Niki Starr
Laura Steckler & Jennifer Parrado

*Gary & Helen Stein
Eduardo & Martine Stern
Rudy Stern
Joshua & Kerri Lynn Stone
Richard & Pamela Strassberg
Louise Stubins
Daniel & April Stuzin
*Joseph & Nataly Sultan
John & Joanne Sumberg
Samantha & Geoffrey Swerdlin
Flippy & Harold Tanenbaum
Myron & Monica Tanenbaum
*Marc Tendler
Henry & Marcia Trattler 
Matthew & Jenevieve Treiser
Gary & Mariana Trief 
Harley & Sherry Tropin
Tomer & Johanna Tzur 
Danny & Elise van der Reis
Jacobo Wajner & Berta Pita
Howard & Suzanne Wallach
Bonnie Webman
Scott & Melissa Weingarden
Michael & Julie Weiser
Sarah Wertheimer & Pedro Romero
*Jedd Wider & Danielle Strauss
Elliot & Julia Wittlin
Carlos & Meredith Wolf
Louis Wolfson III & Ellen Wolfson
Howard & Pamela Wolofsky
David Young & Scott Bernstein
Ana Zadoff & Jeffrey Cosiol
Adam & Suzanne Zimbler
Robert & Karen Zinn
Warren & Nicole Zinn
Michael J. Zinner
*Arie Zoldan & Lian Florsheim

1987:  The beginning of Hamas in Gaza and the “intifadah”
In December 1987, the Palestinians in the West Bank (disputed territories) 
and Gaza began the intifadah. They planned acts of terrorism against 
Israeli communities, especially around the new settlements that had 
been built around Jerusalem for security purposes. There were constant 
riots and many deaths on both sides. In the 1990s there was tremendous 
international and internal pressures on the government of Israel to begin 
talks with the moderate Palestinians.  Rabin was Minister of Defense 
at that time. w This period of terrorism caused many Israelis to want a 
solution to the issue of final borders and the possibility of a two state 
solution. Remember, in 1949 there was a cease fire armistice, but no final 
negotiations were determined by peace treaties. Also remember that there 
was a Peace Treaty between Egypt and Israel in 1979.

A Peace Process Begins
The Middle East Peace Conference was held in Madrid, Spain in 1991.  The 
following year Rabin was elected Prime Minister. While meetings were held 
in Washington, secret talks in OsloT began between Israel and the PLO. 
A Declaration of Principles between Rabin, Peres, and Arafat was signed 
in Washington in 1992.  President Clinton also signed the document. 
We were cautiously optimistic that Israel was ready to exchange land for 
peace with secure borders. There was hope that peaceful co-existence and 
cooperation was possible.

The terms of the agreement included the following:

The PLO would change their name to the Palestinian Authority.  They 
would have jurisdiction over Jericho , areas of the West Bank and Gaza.  
They would have authority over police, fire, health, water and education.

Israel would have jurisdiction over borders, roads and the protection of 
settlements. A phased Israeli troop withdrawal would begin in December 
1993. Within nine months Israel would withdraw from all West Bank cities. 
(Ramallah, Quaiqilya, Jenin, Bethlehem, Tulkarm, Hebron)  
Soon after, it would transfer all remaining land, except for settlements to 
the Palestinian National Authority. The final status of the territories would 
be settled at the end of five years.

The K’nesset voted 61 to 50 to approve the agreement. But not all Israelis 
trusted Arafat would keep the agreement. 

Palestinian Reasons for Signing the  Oslo Agreement
The PLO was losing funding from Arab countries.  They were bankrupt.  
With the end of the Cold War, they no longer received support from Russia. 
Hamas in Gaza was becoming stronger and gaining more followers. The 
influence of the PLO was eroding among the Palestinians. They had to 

do something to regain their power. The agreement would restore their 
authority over the territories.

Israeli Reasons for Signing the Oslo Agreement
Israel had been at war for 45 years since 1948, and many felt it was time to 
end the hositlities. Three generations of Israelis fought for the survival of 
the country, and they were ready for compromise.  Around this time many 
Russian Jews had made Aliyah to Israel, coming with special skills that 
could benefit both Israelis and Palestinians. Israel wanted to concentrate 
on becoming a high tech nation and not have to focus so much on security. 
The rise of Hamas and their extreme views, the destruction of Israel, and 
their acts of terrorism, was a new threat, especially if they gained control of 
Gaza.(which is what happened)

In 1994 Jordan signed a final peace treaty with Israel.  Since then, there 
have been cooperative projects between the two countries.  Rabin, Peres 
and Arafat received the Nobel Prize for reaching this agreement. The 
Declaration of Principles was not a complete Peace Treaty. There was hope, 
but Arafat backed away from it, and only some parts were implemented. 
The conflict continues.

Rabin’s Words
At the signing of the Declaration of Principles based on the Oslo Accords, in 
Washingtion with President Clinton, Shimon Peres and Arafat:

“Let me say to you, the Palestinian People, we are destined to live together 
on the same soil in the same land…enough of bloodshed and tears..we 
have no desire for revenge..we are today giving peace a chance.  We wish 
to open a new chapter in the sad book of our lives together, a chapter of 
mutual recognition, of mutual respect, and understanding.  We hope to 
embark on a new era  in the history of the Middle East.”

Arafat’s Words
“The PLO considers that the signing of the Declaration of Principles is a 
historic event, beginning a new time of peaceful co-existence, free from 
violence and acts that endanger peace and stability…The PLO affirms that 
articles in the Palestinian Covenant which deny Israel’s right to exist are no 
longer operative and no longer valid.”

That was then, September 13, 1993. Sadly, it did not happen, and this is 
now. The Hamas -Israel War, 2023

L’shalom, 

Lenore Kipper

OUR JEWISH HERITAGE
5784

By Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE, Judaic Studies Director, Emerita

ISRAEL AT 75:  UNDERSTAND THE PAST TO EXPLAIN THE PRESENT

Joan Schwartzman, administrative assistant, to Rabbi Baumgard and the 
Temple Board, was honored in February for her 30 years of service.  Joan 
was the person who knew everybody and wrote in the commentator 
about the families in her column “Joan’s Gems”

Rabbi Larry Hoffman was the guest scholar in January.  He has written 
many books about understand the role of Payer in Judaism.

Yaacov Agam, Israeli artist, had an exhibit of his work  set up in the 
gallery next to the sanctuary.

Jonathan Kislak was appointed chair for the Fund for the Future 
Campaign.

Ida Nudel, guardian angel of all Soviet refusnik, spoke to the Miami 
Community, at Beth Am, on behalf of of the 400,000 Jews who are still 
oppressed in the Soviet Union. Natan Sharansky, who was a prisoner for 
many years  in the Soviet Unioin, visited Beth Am in June.

Temple faculty from Religious School and Day School attendedan 
educators Conference in Jerusalem sponsored by National CAJE 
organization.

Leon Uris, author of Exodus, spoke at the book fair.  He was the author 
of many books, and he was a firm supporter of Israel.

Dorothy Herman was honored for her 30 year of teaching and 
supervising in the Religious School.

FROM THE TBAM ARCHIVES: HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 1988 COMMENTATORS

I am preparing this page in November, during the crisis with Hamas. I hope by January we will read about positive outcomes from this war, and Israel 
and the Palestinians can look forward to a time of quiet co-existence. Therefore, I am continuing with understanding the past.
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Richard & Colleen Fain
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Daniel Kern & Ellen Fine
*Vivien Klas & Tarigh Yusufi
*Jordan & Ali Klein 
Daniel & Laura Koffsky
Bruce Kohrman & Diane Krieger
Jay Koren & Joanne Harvest Koren
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Gary & Michelle Kramer
Roman & Cristina Krislav
Frank & Helene Kronberg
Alex & Juliana Krys
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*Ryan & Lindsey Lamchick
*Justin & Nicole Landau

Elliot & Barbara Lang
Nathan & Elizabeth Leight
John & Amy Beth Leighton
Andrew Leinoff
Paul & Zoe Leinoff
Eric T. Levin & Jessica Kordansky
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*Tal & Daija Lifshitz 
Erika Litvak
*David & Emily Loewy 
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Jeffrey & Nicole Marcus
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Steven & Adrienne Messing
David & Kelli Messinger
Neil & Madelyn Messinger
Todd Michaels
Joshua & Annie Migdal
David & Samantha Milgram
Marc & Marian Milgram
Bret & Caroline Miller
Melvyn & Carolyn Miller
Howard Millhauser
Isaac & Karina Mizrahi
David Montano & Yana Rusanova
Spencer & Maria Morgan
Peter Moser
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Michael & Caryn Musaffi
Robert & Elaine Nacron
*Damian Najman & Jamie Levenshon-Najman
Craig & Deirdre Nash 
Jeffrey & Susan Nullman
Daniel & Susan Odess
Michael & Marlene Olin
Marc & Allison Pacin
Kevin & Stacey Packman
Max & Stephanie Panoff
Paul Pataky & Edith Osman
Isaac & Mariana Pesin
*David & Beste Portnoff
Miguel & Lezlie Poyastro
David & Susan Racher 
Jacob & Sara Ratzan
Ratzan, R. Judith
David & Bari Rausnitz
Jeff & Sue Reamer 
Terry & Marcia Reisman
Jack & Jill Reiter 
Alejandro & Florencia Resnik
Guillermo & Maggie Retchkiman
Leonard Roberts & Elaine Klein

Brett & Heather Rogoff
*Eliyahu & Melanie Roman
David & Rebekah Rosenbaum
Jeffrey & Lillian Rosenberg,
*Jeffrey A. Rosenberg  & Miriam Singer
Todd & Verena Rosenberg
Alan Rosenthal & Natalie J. Carlos
Don & Monique Rosenthal 
Kenneth & Judith Rosenthal
Robert & Susan Rosenthal
*Cary Rosenwald & Victoria Flynn
Neal & Vicki Roth,
Dylan & Jamie Roy
Richard & Cessy Rubinson
Steven & Cindy Rudin
David & Maria Ruffner
Stephen & Cayla Rutchik
Daniel Sachar & Katherine   
  Lampen-Sachar 
Steven Safren & William Pirl
Peter & Wendy Salomon
Gilbert & Diane Sandler
Gary & Lisa Saul
James Schainuck
Darin & Jacqueline Schatzman
J David & Joan Scheiner
Jaimie & Brett Scheiner
*Michael & Katie Scheiner 
Andrew & Jacqueline Schimel
David & Sarah Schimmel 
Joshua & Jillia Schnell 
Kevin & Robyn Schumacher
Richard Schurr & Christy 
Ed Schwartz
Howard & Jill Schwartz
Joshua & Jordan Schwartz
Steven & Laurel Schwartz
Zachary & Katarina Segal
Hermina Seiden
Alan & Karen Serure
Allan & Sarah Serviansky
*Leon & Irina Shaulov
John Shepard & Donna Bitterman-Shepard
Howard & Stacey Shoer
*Carlos Shteremberg & Ilana Tanenbaum
Luis Silberwasser & Abbe Rosenbaum
*Steven & Gisel Silverberg
Louise Silverstein 
Sean Simon & Perri Young
Adam & Paige Siper
Edward & Barbara Sirkin
David & Ilana Snider
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Steven & Staci Solomon
Spann Steven & Melissa Orshan Spann
Jeffrey & Joyce Spar
Robert W. & Linda Spiegelman
David & Meryl Spigelman
Scott & Danielle Katz Squires
Cliff & Shelly Stamler
Edward & Niki Starr
Laura Steckler & Jennifer Parrado

*Gary & Helen Stein
Eduardo & Martine Stern
Rudy Stern
Joshua & Kerri Lynn Stone
Richard & Pamela Strassberg
Louise Stubins
Daniel & April Stuzin
*Joseph & Nataly Sultan
John & Joanne Sumberg
Samantha & Geoffrey Swerdlin
Flippy & Harold Tanenbaum
Myron & Monica Tanenbaum
*Marc Tendler
Henry & Marcia Trattler 
Matthew & Jenevieve Treiser
Gary & Mariana Trief 
Harley & Sherry Tropin
Tomer & Johanna Tzur 
Danny & Elise van der Reis
Jacobo Wajner & Berta Pita
Howard & Suzanne Wallach
Bonnie Webman
Scott & Melissa Weingarden
Michael & Julie Weiser
Sarah Wertheimer & Pedro Romero
*Jedd Wider & Danielle Strauss
Elliot & Julia Wittlin
Carlos & Meredith Wolf
Louis Wolfson III & Ellen Wolfson
Howard & Pamela Wolofsky
David Young & Scott Bernstein
Ana Zadoff & Jeffrey Cosiol
Adam & Suzanne Zimbler
Robert & Karen Zinn
Warren & Nicole Zinn
Michael J. Zinner
*Arie Zoldan & Lian Florsheim
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RABBI AKLEPI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
John and Natalie Breslin in memory of Jerome  
Mittelberg

Frances Glick and Family in loving memory of 
Dr. Henry Glick

Andrew Holzman with thanks to Rabbi Aklepi 
for  doing the baby naming ceremony for Wyn 
and James Feldman on Shabbat morning.  It 
was a beautiful thing for our family and we felt 
blessed both literally and figuratively. Thank 
you once again.

Elizabeth Janowitz and Family in grateful 
appreciation for your thoughtful and beautiful 
Shiva service and the many hours of your 
company in Warren’s lengthy hospital stays.  
With love.

Herbert Koross 
Paul Kressel in memory of Joan Wolf
Paul and Roberta Kressel in memory of Ethel 
Kressel

Paul and Roberta Kressel in memory of Frances 
Bernstein

Steven Lanster with thanks for the beautiful 
unveiling service for my brother.

Rick Mittelberg in memory of Ellie LeVine
Frances Salbarrey
Richard E. Sandrow
Joan Schaeffer in loving memory of Anita 
Schaeffer

Byron and Beverly Sharp in memory of Joan 
Wolf, with our deepest sympathy

Barbara Shearer in memory of her mother, 
Anne Shearer

Shari Whitcomb in loving memory
Judy Wolfsohn in loving memory of William 
Brodatz 

 
THE STEPHEN ARKY FAMILY CARING 
FUND

Marlin, Lisa and Todd, in loving memory of 
Steve Arky who is, and always will be, deeply 
in our hearts, with love and respect

 
LESLEE ARONOVITZ YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

In memory of Evelyn Axler from Tod Aronovitz 
and Family

In memory of Larry Forman from Tod Aronovitz 
and Family

Steve and Shelly Brodie in loving memory of 
Anna Sheldon

Steven and Vivian Brownstein in loving memory 
of Eleanor Glazer, remembered by David, 
Rebecca, Maxxi and Beth Brownstein

Kenneth and Adrian Dubow in memory of Ellen 
LeVine

Lenard and Susan Gorman in loving memory of 
Steven Gorman

Steven and Marcie Marks yahrzeit of Walter 
Marks

Sherry Solowey in honor of Leslee Aronovitz
 
RABBI BARRAS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ed Beiner in memory of Patricia Barrett
Alan Brown in loving memory of Svetlana Stolyar 
and Ilya Stolyar

Gary and Barbara Davis in appreciation of the 
beautiful funeral service for our matriarch, 

Anna Sheldon
Dan Farkas 
Theodore Feldman in memory of Anna Sheldon
Morris and Mikki Futernick in memory of Dr. Fred 
Berger and Lillian Berger

Antonio and Alina Gonzalez in memory of Elisa 
Poyastro

Agustin and Rosiel Herran in memory of Elisa 
Poyastro

Richard M. Jacobs with gratitude
Elizabeth Janowitz and Family in grateful 
appreciation for your beautiful and thoughtful 
words about Warren at his funeral and much 
time spent together beforehand.

Michael Katz in loving memory of Morris Katz
Michael Katz in loving memory of Lily Salgo Katz
Kathy Kaufler in memory of Anna Sheldon, 
mother of Barbara Davis.  So sorry to hear of 
your mother’s passing. Love, Kathy

Burt and Carole Redlus in memory of Anna 
Sheldon

Thomas and Robin Ringel in loving memory of 
Hedy Ringel

 The Rozansky Family in honor of Sandy and Jay 
Halpern becoming grandparents

The Rozansky Family in memory of Larry Kerr’s 
mother

Frances Salbarrey
Richard Siegel in memory of Anna Jackson 
Sheldon.  Please accept our sincere 
condolences.

Lori Sochin in appreciation of the Shiva service 
for Ernie Sochin

Brad and Lauren Sokol with thanks for the 
meaningful service for GAGA.  Our entire family 
is grateful to Beth Am for being there for us.  
We are so blessed to have you.

Riva and Jay Steinman in memory of Bernard 
Eckstein

Riva and Jay Steinman in honor of Chloe 
Weintraub’s Bat Mitzvah

Andy, Cheryl, Matthew, Gregory, Steven, Mark 
Simon, Lilly and Ilse Wolf with appreciation in 
memory of our mother and grandmother, Joan 
Wolf.

 
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Jill Berman in loving memory of Larry Forman, 
husband of Sheila and devoted TBAM leader
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The Brownstein Family in memory of Larry Forman
Stuart Leeds 
Nadine and Sidney Pertnoy in loving memory of 
Harriet Goff, Herbert Goff and Warren Goff 

 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY FUND
Edith and Norman Einspruch in loving memory of 
Lillian and Frank Melnick

 
CONSERVATIVE / TRADITIONAL SERVICES 
FUND 

Fredrica Applebaum in loving memory of 
grandfather AJ Canowitz

Ray and Fredrica Applebaum in loving memory of 
father Aaron S Applebaum

Adrienne and Jason Goldstrich
 
CORNERS OF OUR FIELDS SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

 David and Hedy Hirsch in loving memory of 
Bernard Hirsch

CANTOR COYOT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Elizabeth Janowitz and Family in appreciation for 
your songful prayers during Warren’s hospital 
stays and at Shiva

 Lori Sochin in appreciation of Ernie Sochin shiva 
service

With appreciation in memory of our mother and 
grandmother Joan wolf and family

 
 THE JOAN KRAMER GALLANT AND MARTIN 
GALLANT CHILDREN’S FUND

In memory of our papa, Martin Gallant with love 
from Jane, Mack and Sunny

Brian Gallant in loving memory of his parents
Tracy Gallant Brody in loving memory of her 
parents

 
GENERAL FUND
Karen and David Baron in loving memory of Mila 
Baron

Ed Beiner in memory of Ellen “Ellie” LeVine
Alan S. Bernstein in loving memory of Jayusia P. 
Bernstein

Michele and Robert Stone in memory of Anna 
Sheldon

Roy Berg in appreciation of Kevin and Stacey 
Packman

Mauricio Brener 
Charles Cassini
The Cummings Family in loving memory of Anna 
Jackson Sheldon

David and Melissa Landy on Howard’s 60th 
birthday! Wishing you a very happy birthday! We 
are looking forward to celebrating with you with 
love!

Craig Nash
Richard Pollack

 RABBI GREENGRASS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Sheila Forman and Family with gratitude for Larry 
Forman’s loving service and funeral

Elizabeth Janowitz and Family in grateful 
appreciation for  your beautiful and thoughtful 
Shiva service and time spent with us in lengthy 
hospital stay.  With love. 

Barbara Katzen in memory of Anna Sheldon  
  I will long remember our days at Beach High and 
boating together. Those were the days!

Brenda Kilmer in loving memory of Arthur N. 
Teitelbaum

Gail LeBoss in memory of Millie Seidman
Rosemarie Roth and Donald Farber in memory of 
Elisa Poyastro

Frances Salbarrey
Yvette Shapiro and Family in appreciation of the 
beautiful service and compassion at the funeral of 
Dr.Samuel S. Shapiro

Laurie Siden Turner in memory of the Yahrzeit of 
Janet Siden 

Greg Weintraub in appreciation of the beautiful Bat 
Mitzvah service for Chloe Weintraub

Andy, Cheryl, Matthew, Gregory, Steven, Mark, 
Simon, Lilly and Ilse Wolf with appreciation in 
memory of our mother and grandmother, Joan 
Wolf.

Judy Wolfsohn in memory 
 
MARILYN HERSKOWITZ JEWISH EDUCATION 
FUND

Michael & Lynda Liebman in memory of Henry 
Liebman

  
THE SHEPARD KING SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Bernita King, Russell King and Tamara King Stark 
in memory of our beloved Shep, who continues to 
inspire us in everything we do

The Baer Family in loving memory of Harvey Cohen, 
beloved husband, father, grandfather, and friend

LENORE KIPPER ENDOWMENT FUND
Albert Kramer in loving memory of Benjamin Kramer
 
CANTOR NELSON’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Donna Berman Cohen in loving memory of Jack 
Cohen

Robert and Lynn Bernstein in honor of Cantor 
Nelson

Michael Linder and Susan Shane- Linder in honor of 
Cantor Nelson

PRAYER BOOK FUND
Michael S. Brown 
The Brownstein Family in memory of Irving 
Brownstein, father and grandfather of Steve, 
Vivian, David, Rebecca, Maxxi and Beth Brownstein

COMMENTATOR JANUARY 2024 · Page 52



Dan and Judy Cowan in memory of Ellie LeVine, 
mother of Andrea LeVine Kay

Lenard Gorman
Ezra Katz in loving memory of my dear mother, Gizela 
Katz

The Klein Family in loving memory of Shirley Klein
 
PROGRAMMING AT TEMPLE BETH AM
Felipe Bromfman
May Cohen
Seth Diamond
Robert and Larissa Fiala
Abbie Finkel
Lewis Freeman
Arnie Girnun
Susan Glick
Stephie Goldman
Claudia Harari
Paul Hoffer
Hillary Hoffman
Richard Hoffman
Gayle Jacobs
Nilza Kallos
Carol Kaminsky
Joan Kanter
Lynn Kislak
John Kozyak
Helene Lindenfeld
Norman Lipoff
Paul and Nicole Louis
Adrienne Messing
Arthur Miller
Celia Pinto
Sara Poses
Judith Ratzan
Michelle Robinson
Kenneth Rosenthal
Lisa Saul
Edward Schwartz
Justin Sexton
Keith Simpson
Marsha Talianoff
Nathalie Tordion

RAMBAM DAY SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND
Barbara Fishman in memory of my beloved brother 
Mitchell Halbrich

Robyn and Barry Haber in memory of Larry Forman
Lisa and Stuart Levine in honor of Lynn and Howard 
Zusman’s 50th wedding anniversary

Lynn and Howard Zusman in loving memory of 
Solomon Mollov

SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH AM
Judy and Dan Cowan in memory of Anne Shearer, 
mother of Bobbye Shearer

Marlene Kohn in loving memory of Freda and Leon 
Abrams, grandparents of Marlene Kohn

Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Larry Forman

Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Anne Shearer
Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Anna Sheldon
Charles and Rosalyn Stuzin in memory of Michelle Sherry

SOCOL FAMILY FOUNDATION SPEAKERS SERIES 
FUND

Sharon and Howard Socol in loving memory of Howie 
Godnick

 
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
Barry and Sheila Halpern in loving memory of Ian 
Yankwitt

  
UNBIASED FUND
Jay Koren 
Elisah B. Lewis in loving memory of Jean Sara Kaminsky 
Mechlouitz Lewis

Eric Littman 
Edith Osman
Rosemarie S. Roth and Family in loving memory of 
Stanley H. Roth

   
YAHRZEIT FUND
Helen O. Donaldson in loving memory of Harry Orlin
Ronald Feldheim in loving memory of Peter Feldheim
Lisa, Michael, Jessica, AJ, Taylor, Staci,  Maia, and Dylan 
Green In loving memory of Diane Star Heller

Ezra Katz in loving memory of my dear mother, Gizela 
Katz

Richard and Susan Lampen in loving memory of David 
Lampen

Dr. Steven Lanster in loving memory of Irene Siegel
Neil and Madelyn Messinger and Family in loving 
memory of I. Jack Messinger

Janet Roston
Zelda Schwebel
Sharon and Martin Rothberg in loving memory of Louise 
Rothberg

Eric Seiden
Seth Thaller in loving memory of Dr. Jack L. Thaller
Bert Traeger
Glenn and Ellen Widom in loving memory of Dorothy 
Pearlman

Glenn and Ellen Widom in memory of Joan Wolf
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Anne Meirovitz 
Gottlieb*
Sam Green
Arthur Grossberger*
Louis Grossmark
Leo Gruen*
Sara Hamudi
Betty Hilf*
Morris Hoffman
Simon Horwitz
Marcia Hosey
Max Hymovitz
Harold James
Sydney Josepher
Frank Edward Kaplan*
Alexander Kessler*
Louis Kohn*
Hedy Fried Kovac*
Murray Krasnow
Jacob Kronick
Marezel Krulewitch*
Barbara Lazear
Charles D. Lenhoff*
Leon Lepselter
Wendy Lester
Ben Leuchter
Murray I. Levine
Max Lewis*
Margaret Lichtman
Robert C. Littauer
Charles Lob
Samuel Marcovici
Max Messing
Sally Milstein
Richard Alan Morrison*
Albert Morrison Jr.*
Reva Moulton*
Abraham Okun
Herman Pasternack
Zennith Pasternack*
Marion Paulenoff
Helen Pels
Robert Presby
Dr. Robert L. Reis
William Reiser
Irving J. Rose
Jacob Rosen*
Albert Rosenbaum
Arthur Rosenberg*
Samuel Rosenfeld
Julia Ross*
Jerome Sanders
Harvey Saunders
Morris Schumacher
Mr. Isaac Serure
Harold Shiffman

Stuart Feinglass*
Esther Feldman
Robert Fischer*
Andrew Fisher
Jacob Robert Fishkind*
Robert Fried*
Claire Friedlander*
Judge Milton A. 
  Friedman*
Rose Geftman
Jocelyn Gerof*
Dr. Kenneth Glasser
Jacob “Jack” Gold*
Binnie Goldstein*
Ida Goldstein
Jack Green
Sherwin Greenberg
Toby Grossman
Howard Harnik*
Henry Hasson
Leon (Lee) Hersh
Sara Hertz
Charles Hirsch
Helen Hoffman*
Harold Holtzman
Joseph Horovitz*
Libby Hromadka
Dr. Howard Israel
Lolly Jason Dobras
Minnie Kaplan*
Dr. Neil Kaplan
Ida Kaplan*
Marie Kargman
Celia P. Katz
Harry Kermisch*
Ida Keusch*
Frank Kline*
Harold Kreger
Shirley Kurzweil
Bette Lackritz
Daniel Landau
Henry J. Landen*
Laurence Landow
Fannie Levitt
Irving Levy*
Howard Levy*
Charles Lewis*
Suzanne Lichtman
Ann Lieberman
Daniel Lowe
Caryl Lubow
Hillelene Lustig*
Allan Mallinger
Irl Edward Marcus*
Morris Marks*
David Mendoza

Samuel Shore*
Dorothea Siegel
Jaime Silberwasser
Ethel Simon
Clara Singer
Frances Singer*
Philip Singer
Helen Soifer*
Rose Spitzer
Ross Alan Standiford
Manuel Stern*
Edna R. Sturges
Merwin Sumberg
Clara Sunstein
Isadore Taylor
Barbara Jane Tifford*
Samuel Traeger
Selma Turetsky
Lewis Wald
Dorothy Webman
Lucille Weil
Alva Weintraub*
Leonard Weisberg
Al Witus
Sam Woolf

Week Ending
January 12, 2024
Henrietta Anapol
Bernice Arnkoff
Judge Sidney Aronovitz
Richard Michael Asher*
Morris Atkins*
Sylvia K. Bahm
Aaron Balson
Frieda Barkan
Robert Bayer*
Ann Bellin
Harold Hal Berman*
Harvey Bernhardt
Anna Beslow
Shirley Bittel*
David Blumberg*
Arthur Bookman*
Rabbi Michael Cain
Jack Calderon
Esther Cohen
Anne C. Cook*
Arnoldine Cowling
Marilyn Drucker
Max J. Dworken*
Jeanne Edelman
Loisbeth Emanuel*
Donald Erlanger
Virginia Eskenazi
Sarah Esterman*

Week Ending
January 5, 2024
Henry Adelman*
Elaine Agin
Edward Aibel*
Dr. Daniel Aiken
David Angel*
Audrey Askowitz
Rose Baena
Dr. Kenneth Baer*
Rivka Bassett
Hannah J. Berg*
Bernard Berger*
Allan Berk*
Selma Berkowitz
Irene Berman
Dorothy Bittel
Doreen Kaplan 
Bitterman*
Samuel Blacher
Nettie R. Bleiberg*
Dr. Seymour Blumenthal
Herbert Bramnick
Anne Martin Breslaw*
Betty Canowitz Stein
Tillie Zarr Caras
Pilar Casanova
Miriam Chekofsky
Mike Chervony*
Jack Z. Cohen*
Sanford J. Cohen
Shelley D. Cohen
Ida Cohen*
Harry Coleman*
Leslie Cooperman
Alice Cowen
Isadore Danto*
Louis Davidoff
Fatima de Sa Rodrigues
Janette Deutsch
Fred Ehrenkranz*
Mrs. Alice Eichenbaum
Alan Farber
Herman Feldman
Carlos Fernandez
Morris Finkelman
Minnie Gable
Bertha Kasher     
  Gabrelow*
Henrietta Garvett
Dr. Jacob Goeller*
Mr. Stanley Melvin 
  Gold*
Percy Golden
Barnett Goldner
Arthur W. Goldstein
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Max Messing
Isaac Michaels
Arthur L. Miller
Sara Lee Miller
Misza Abraham Neuhaus*
Francisco Notario
Sidney Nullman*
Robert Luck Oakford*
Hyman Oltchick
Frances Orlin
Sonia Palacio
Civie Pertnoy
Marilyn Polakoff
Ruth Polk
Sam Press*
Eric Rauchwerger
Wesley Reisberg*
Abraham Reitman
Henry John Reynaud*
Annie Rezek
Herman Richman*
Norma Robinson
Marion Rosenberg*
Arnold Rosenbloom
Susan Rosenthal
Sandor Rosin
Sylvia Rossman
Allan E. “Buddy” Rozansky*
Arthur Rubin
Saul Rutheiser
Jeffrey Samek
Sue Rose Samuels
Sidney Schecter
Steven Gary Schiff
Mildred Schimmel*
Jerold J. Schwarz
Dr. Alan James “Jimmy” Segal*
Mrs. Jeanne Shohet
Henry Shurak
S. Robert Silverman
Max Silverman*
Mildred Slotnick
Rhea Sobel
Ethel Sondak
Leonard Spiegel*
Jerry J. Steiner*
Betty Susman*
Babette Thorpe*
Stephen Udem
Sam Vilinsky*
Esther Weinberg*
Frieda Stahl Weinberg*
Rose Weiner*
Lawrence Wulkan
Daniel Zabludowski
Albert Ziffer*

Hilda Zimmerman
Morris Zwibel

Week Ending
January 19, 2024
Pauline Abelson*
Dora Agron
Harry Aizenshtat*
Ronald L. Albert*
Sydney Altman*
Sara Anusewitz*
Irving Arnold
William Axelrod*
Brian Balkany
Selma Baumgard*
Shirley Bellus
Joseph Benyunes
Anna Berkun
Irwin Berman
Lorraine Gordon Black
Isadore Bobick
Fannie Bonowitz Canowitz
Irene Danto Bradley
Isaac Bramnik
Harvey L. Brant
Israel Brener*
Harriet Brochin*
Esther Simon Brown*
Louis Bush*
Barbara Nathan Carsch
Minnie Cohen*
Moe Cohen*
Kenneth Cohen
Dr. Geoffrey Coll
Dorothy Cook-Schwartz
Harry Crane
Richard Davis
Harry Deutsch*
Stuart Diamond
Juan P. Diaz-Alvarado
Dr. William A. Ditkowsky*
Helen Dyment*
Louis Ellenbogen
Minna Ellison*
Myrna Lee Falk
Dr. David Feigenbaum*
Louis Ferkin
Isadore Fine*
Neil Fishman*
Miriam Fluxman
Leon H. Fox, Jr.
Linda Frankel*
Rose Freedman*
Lawrence Freeman
Randee Beth Fried*
Leon Garfield

Albert Gleiberman
Anita Gnaizda*
Samuel Goldberger*
Isabel Goldfarb
Mendel Goldfinger*
Helene Goodman
Leonidas Gorenstein*
Melvyn Gottlieb
Goldye Gottlieb*
Minerva Graff*
Herschel “Hank” Green*
Frank Greenberg*
Howard Gross*
Fred Harrison*
Cecile Roth Held*
JodyAnn Hirsch
Mrs. Judyth Hirsch*
Lena Homer*
Fernando Ibarra
Benjamin Jacowitz*
Mr. Bernard Kalman*
Mr. Stephen Kandell
Barbara Kane
Abraham Kantor*
Pearl Kasen*
Beatrice Kelner
Harold Kluger
Margery Kohrman
Samuel G. Korotkin*
Esther Rivkah Kram*
Barbara Kraus
Samuel Kreindler
Irving Kryss*
Rachel Balestra Lauger*
Nicolau Leda
Jay Leshaw*
Simon Levine*
Shirley Lodmer*
Hannah Levine Malin*
Leslie Marcus
Miriam Marks
Miriam S. Marks
Morris Marlin*
Alfred Matzner
Irene Mayer
Sophie Meier
Berthold Meier
Henry V. Merkle*
Rhoda Miles
Myna Mofsky*
Marcus Moses*
Sydonia “Syd” Nacron
Beverly Norman
Ely Norman
Mr. William Palastrant
Louis E. Pallot*

Belle Peranson
Corinne Perlmutter
Earl Pertnoy
Nettie Petzolt
Rose K. Potlock*
Lucia Poyastro*
Jennifer Press-Kravetz
Claude Raifaizen
Richard Rawicz
Barbara Sharon Rivlin
Charles Roberts
Rose Rogover*
Dr. Mauricio Roisman
Lillian Wilensky Rosen
Samuel Rosenbach
Rose Rosenbloom
Clara Rosenthal
Martin Rothman
Rita Rubenstein
Mildred Rubin Rabin
Edward Rutman
Gertrude Salem*
Howard Schaeffer
Dolly Schandler
Judith Schimmel
Doron Schwartz
Sidney Schwartz
Rachel Segal
Grace Seiden
Herbert Sherman
Ed Siden
Elsie Siegel
Louis Siegel
Henry Silverman*
Max Singer
Ismael Sklawer
Ira J. Sobol*
Ethel Solar*
Pauline Spitz*
Morris Spodek
Joseph “Pepe” Susi*
Steve Trauman
Sidney Voebel
William Wald*
Rose A. Warhaft Sherbal*
Samuel Watzman
Joseph Wein
Marilyn Weiner*
Adrian Weiss
Helen Weissman
Pearl Welt*
Regina Wieder*
Shirley Wolk*
Bernard Woolman
Simone Abitbol
Max Adler
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S. Lief Adleson
Saul Agranov
Jorge Ahuja
Michael Altman
Linda Anmuth
Barbara Rosen Arman*
Dorothy Baer*
Wilber J. Bailis*
Marcos Bassuk
Ronna Bennett
Peter Bergman
Richard Bernstein*
Irene Binder*
Edward Bleiberg*
Evelyn Block
Helen Bloom*
Herman Brams
Barbara Brooks
Sidney Brown
Leah S. Busch*
Mary Chervony*
Dr. Matthew Cohen
Mortimer Cohen*
Francine Cohen
Dr. Albert Coonin
Bertha Cravitt*
Marc “Bill” Davis
Felice Davis
Sam Davis
Felicia Deutch*
Burt DeWitt
Beatrice Dines
Wayne Dupler
Esther Dworken*
Sam Fagin
Isidore Feirstein*
Mr. Joseph Feldman
Leonard Fels
Jose Ramon Fernandez
Dr. Lawrence Fishman
Marjorie Eaker Fleeman
William Fox, Jr.
Sara Franco Golinsky*
Charles Friedman
William Friedman*
Bette Gilman Shoor
Irving Glicken
Louis Goldenkoff
Priva Goldman
Edward L. Goldstein*
Seymour Golub
Pearl Gonsky
Stanely Goodman
Irving Gottlieb*
Max Grad*
Sylvia Greenfelt

Hannah Grossman
Samuel Grossman
Joseph Gurland
Belle Haber
Allan Homer*
Paul Kaminsky
Murray Lee Kane
Selma Kanov
Dr. Harold Kaplan
David Kates*
Ruth P. Perlmutter Kates*
Burt Katz
Jospeh Katz*
Edwin Katzin
Wendy Kessler
Shepard King*
Edmund Klein
Esther Korchin
Gertrude Kotkin
Samuel Kreindler
Fred Krell*
Barbara LaVoy
Ira Legon
Muriel Leibowitz
Ruth Leshaw*
Gail Levine
Rose Levine*
Rabbi Nathan Levinson
Hattie Levison*
Evelyn Levitt*
Samuel Levy
Pearl Levy*
Arthur Lieberman
Adele Lippman
Christopher J. Lopatka
Rae Lowe
Dr. Henry Lubow
Julius Marcus
Paul Marks
Leon May
Edna Meredith
Henry Michaels*
Morris Moroch
Myron Nuell
Luisa Nusbaum
Belle Zuckerman Oren*
Max Orovitz*
Charles Osdin
Henry Osdoby
Gabriel Powers*
Sophie Rabinovich
Charles Rabinovich*
Morris Ravich*
Dorothy Ravich*
Richard I. Rheingold*
Emanuel Rich*

Dorothy Rivlin
Mr. Ronald Roman*
Beverly Robinson Rosen*
Pearl Rosenberg
Abraham Rosenfeld*
Benjamin Rosenfield
Nathan Rothberg
Bess Russinof
Irwin Sacks
Nicole Saiontz
Murray Salzman*
Lea Schein
Susanna Schneiderman
Sylvia Schraub
Abraham Schultz
Henry Schwartz
Joseph Schwartz
Samuel Seitlin
Bennett Silver
Sol M. Simon*
Louis Snider*
Philip Solomon
Selma Sorkin
Adolph Spielberger*
Morris Spivack
Myrna Stampler
William Steinberg
Blanche Stern
Bertha Stern
Samuel Stout*
Carol Strauss
Dorothy Sturmak
Herb Martin Suskin*
Sylvia Swerdlow*
Mervyn Thal
Jay Thorpe
Abraham A. Turoff*
John J. Underberg*
Sarah Ungar
Jaime “Hy” Wagman
Teresa Wald*
William Meyer Waldman*
Gloria Jean Wolkind Wallens
Sonia Wasserberger
Cynthia Weinstein
Lillian Weiss
Samuel Francis Wexler*
Jack Wiener
Helen Wohl
Peter Wolofsky
Sarah Zareswitz
Harry Ziwiak*
Marcia Zuckerman Lavine

*Denotes individuals with a 
plaque in our sanctuary.
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                  ISRAEL@
75

L’Shana Tova
2023 – 5784

 Foreverלתמיד
For Israel
For Your Family
Israel Bonds

SCAN TO INVEST

Development Corporation for Israel
2875 NE 191st St.  PH3, Aventura, FL 33180
miami@israelbonds.com • 305.895.4700 
Melanie Weinstein,Assistant Executive Director
305.755.4805 • melanie.weinstein@israelbonds.com

This is not an offering, which can be made only by 
prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before 
investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with 
investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA.

Invest in Israel Bonds
israelbonds.com

THE CURRENT OF LIFE
WE MOURN THE PASSING OF

Patricia (Gaga) Barrett, Lauren (Brad) Sokol, 
Adam (Rachel) Barrett, and Tracy (Jack) Gervais; 
grandmother of Ali (Gabe) Mendoza, Erica (Scott) 
Carroll, Matthew (Briana) Barrett, Andrew (Alexis) 
Sokol, Nikki (Stephen) Lavene, Zoey Barrett, 
Spencer Gervais, Zack Gervais, Chase Barrett, and 
Parker Gervais; and great grandmother of Eli and 
Jordan Mendoza, Jonah and Emma Carroll, Ari 
Sokol, and Mason Lavene.  
Patty was predeceased by her beloved husband, 
Jordy
 
Arlene C. Kerr, wife of Morton Kerr, mother of 
Larry (Abbe) Kerr and Shelli (Fred) Berlinsky, 
grandmother of Harris (Mandy) Berlinsky, Drew 
(Robbie) Berlinsky, Tyler Berlinsky (Fiona Spinell), 
Elizabeth (Justin) Renzella, Brian Kerr; great 
grandmother of Dylan and Charley; sister of Susan 
(George) Krall
 
Helene Kovens, mother of Marc (Allison) Pacin 
and Lisa Pacin (Daniel) Baron; grandmother of 
Landon Pacin and Cora Pacin
 
Elisa Poyastro, sister of Tati (Ezra) Katz and 
Miguel (Lezlie) Poyastro; mother of
Perla (David    ) Barad, grandmother of Melanie 
and Alexa; mother of Saul (Leslie) Zayat and 
grandmother of Noah, Jonathan and Galia; mother 
of Lucy (Mitch) Brown and grandmother of Lance 
and Lilly
 
Anne Shearer, mother of Bobbye Shearer (John 
Kemeny) and Ron (Jane) Shearer; grandmother of 
Julie Katz (Chris Sadowski), Justin Katz and Emilie 
Shearer (Austen Williams).
 
Anna Jackson Sheldon, mother of Barbara (Gary) 
Davis, Stephen (Roni) Sheldon; grandmother of 
Jessica (Garry) Rosenfield, Lindsay Davis, Jeri 
Sheldon, Lane Sheldon, Joseph Sheldon, Iris 
Sheldon, Henry Sheldon and great grandmother of 
Maren Rosenfield and Noah Rosenfield.  Anna was 
predeceased by her husband, Marvin.         
 
Joan Wolf, mother of Andrew (Cheryl) Wolf 
and Mark (Ilse) Wolf; grandmother of Matthew, 
Gregory (Alyson) and Steven Wolf and Simon and 
Lilly Wolf

MAZEL TOV TO
ANA ZADOFF

on the engagement of her son Danny to
Erika Larsen
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TEMPLE BETH AM 
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 2023/2024

BRIT OLOM TOURS, INC.–TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
  Concierge travel agency designing worry-free vacations
  worldwide for over 30 years—land, cruise and/or river cruise. 
  Israel experts—creating personalized, private itineraries for Bar/
  Bat Mitzvah’s, family and friends.  Karen and Zvi Krugliak 
  305.403.7548/www.britolomtours.com  |  info@britolomtours.com

THERAPIST - Licensed Marriage & Family Therapy
  Michal Keshen-Philips, MA, MS.Ed, LMFT
  5825 Sunset Drive, Suite 301, South Miami, Florida 33143
  Cellular:  305.724.4592
  Office:  305.275.2056

COLLEGE APPLICATION ASSISTANCE Rebecca Klein 
Affordable, stress-free, one-on-one assistance with all aspects with 
the college application process: College list development/review, 
extracurricular activity resume, main essay & supplemental essay 
development/editing, application review prior to submission. 
Hourly rate. Free initial consultation. 
rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com ww
305-775-4085  | www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

JENNIFER WARREN MEDWIN, MS, CDC
Certified Divorce Coach, Supreme Court of Florida Family Mediator, 
and Certified Marital Mediator
Seeking Empowerment: Clarity through Partnership, LLC
Empowering individuals & couples to take practical, efficient, &
solution-based steps to negotiate or dissolve their marital 
relationship.
Pinecrest, FL 305-302-9777/www.seekingempowerment.com

DOMESTIC PLACEMENT SERVICES
  Class Act Nannies, LLC - Jennifer Warren Medwin
  Bilingual Candidates, Live-out or -in, nanny, housekeeper, chef, 
  driver, petsitter, elderly companion, babysitter, baby specialist, 
  24 hour care.
  11767 South Dixie Highway, # 404, Miami, FL 33156
  305.302.9777  |  www.ClassActNannies.com

MEDICARE ASSISTANCE - MATTHEW GOLD 
  As your personal advisor, I will simplify the Medicare enrollment 
  process. I can help you with Medicare Supplement plans, Medicare 
  Advantage plans and Part D Prescription Drug plans. My email is 
  Matt@medicarematt.com and my phone number is 305.215.7881. 
  For additional information,visit www.medicarematt.com.

ENGLISH SPECIALIST 
  EDITING, BUSINESS POETRY, OCCASION POETRY         
  Rita Fidler Dorn (Ricki) BS, MA.

Published author; works include The Joy of Jewish Holidays                                                                                                    
in Rhyme and Monica’s Chanukah & More. Expert editing of                                                                                        
manuscripts. Writing workshops on grief, memoir, and                                                                                                      
poetry construction.  abbasone@att.net

MOHEL - CERTIFIED REFORM MOHEL - BRIS 
DOCTOR, JASON JAMES, M.D.
  Dr. Jason James is a board-certified Ob/Gyn and a certified reform 
  mohel  through the National Organization of American Mohalim 
  (NOAM). Providing a family-centered focus for a beautiful, inclusive 
  ceremony  for your son’s bris (brit milah).  
  305.778.5157  |  facebook.com/brisdoctor

ESTATE SELLING BY RITA  
  If you have a home to liquidate, Estate Sales by Rita is for you!
  My team and I do all the work.
  Will buy gold and silver! 
  Excellent references.
  Rita Diaz 305.323.9322  |  ilovestores@aol.com

CENTURY RISK ADVISORS - 
PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE 

Family owned and operated local insurance agency providing 
businesses and individuals with Property Insurance and Risk 
Management Solutions.  Contact us for a complimentary review.
David Josefsberg 305.987.4653   dj@centuryra.com
Gary Reshefsky 305.962.4919   gary.reshefsky@centuryra.com
Personal Insurance  |  Commercial Insurance  |  Employee Benefits

GYNECOLOGY & WOMEN’S HEALTH
  Randye Karmin, M.D.
  Town Center One At Dadeland
  8950 SW 74th Ct., Ste. 1705, Miami, FL 33156
  305.670.0010  |  www.miamiwomencare.com

TO PLACE YOUR PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY LISTING HERE, 
PLEASE CONTACT RITA DIAZ AT RDIAZ@TBAM.ORG
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LOCATION 
7815 SW 104TH St.
Miami, FL

SALES 
1-877-579-0775
Mon.-Fri. 9am - 8pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Sun. 11am - 5pm

SERVICE 
1- 866-372-8217
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 7pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. Closed

WilliamsonCadillac.com ©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

W I L L I A M S O N  I S  M I A M I
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Bea Citron + Jenna Citron
305.606.7993

teamcitron@compass.com

teamcitronmiami.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is
subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or
measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property
already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual
property conditions.

Guided by Family. Driven by Expertise. 
 

Your Community 
Real Estate Experts

The Commentator is sent to over 
1,600 member households every 

month, and reaches thousands more 
digitally. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
Commentator advertiser, 

please email Rita Diaz 
at rdiaz@tbam.org or call her 

786.364.9434.

ADVERTISE WITH US!

DECEMBER 2023

KISLEV   TEVET, 5784COMMENTATOR

NOW AND ALWAYS,

WE STAND WITH

THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL
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EVAN GOLDMAN
President
305.607.8880
evan@goldmanresidential.com

HAZEL GOLDMAN
Founder
305.665.7383
hazel@goldmanresidential.com

RE/MAX Advance Realty

Opening Doors Across South Florida 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
CONSULTING & ASSISTANCE

Rebecca Klein
 

Affordable, personalized, and stress-free consulting 
& assistance with all things college admissions:

 College List Development/Review, Extracurricular Resume, 
Main Essay and Supplemental Essay(s) Development/editing, 

Application Management. Hourly rate. 

Free Initial Consultation.
 www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com
(305) 775-4085
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A Focus on the Highest Level of Quality and Trust
Let Our Family Care 

For Your Family

Dr. Jack Cohn
Dr. Adam Cohn
Dr. Aaron Cohn

We provide Preventive,
Restorative, and

Cosmetic Dentistry for all ages!

305-598-1428
9840 SW 77 Ave, Suite 201

Miami, FL 33156

www.smilemiami.com
smilemiamidental@bellsouth.net
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LOVED FOR OUR SERVICE 
 KNOWN FOR OUR RESULTS  

4 6 01 PONCE DE LEON BLVD. ,  COR AL G ABLE S ,  FL 3314 6 
305.520.5420   .     LOWELLINTERNATIONALRE ALT Y.COM

lowellinternationalrealty lowellintrealty

EXPERIENCE IS 
EVERYTHING

 
Lani brings 30 years of experience 

to the table in luxury real estate.

When it comes to finding the perfect 
buyer for your home or the perfect 
house for you, Lani & her team are 

the most skilled at advising & 
executing.

Lani Kahn Drody
Broker | Owner
305.216.1550

#ChooseLowell

Dr. Taryn Dubin, MD
Concierge-style Pediatrician

7300 SW 62nd Place, Penthouse West
South Miami, FL 33143

305.661.1962 
sunsetpediatrics.net 
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GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 
FAMILY OWNED - SINCE 1932 

BUCHWALD 
JEWELERS SINCE 1932 

Seybold Arcade Jewelry Center 
36 N.E. First St., Suite 123
Miami, Florida 33132 

305-373-LOVE (5283)
buchwaldjewelers.com

Free Customer Valet Parking Jeffrey Buchwald 
Marc Buchwald

Full-service, residential interior 
design firm by sister-duo 

Samantha Viski-Hánka + Rebecca Hölljes 
Info@SamSaraInt.com / @SamanthaSaraInteriors
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Miami Gaming Parties is Perfect for:
Birthday Parties • Bar/Bat Mitzvahs • Graduation Parties
Bachelor/ette Parties • Anniversary Celebrations
Corporate & Team Events

Leave the Details & Equipment to Us!
• Consoles (PS5)   • Controllers
• Headsets       • Game Software
• Monitors        • Winner Trophies
• Tables & Chairs   • Professional Tournament Organizers

Gift Cards Available!

MIAMIGAMINGPARTIES.COM

South Florida's Premier Host for Private Video Gaming Tournaments
Because YOU deserve a customized gaming experience!

ASK ABOUT OUR
VIP/BLACK TIE

PACKAGES!

FREE ON-SITE
CONSULTATIONS!

FOR KIDS & ADULTS! we provide it all!
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The Janetz”l and Richard Yulman Campus
5950 N. Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156

On Miami’s most beautiful Senior campus, no one just sits around.
Located in the heart of Kendall, 
there’s a luxurious park-like 
campus offering everything every 
Senior wants and needs.

If you’re a Senior, or you just love 
one, now is the season to visit 
The Palace Suites and discover 
the carefree Independent Living 
Community that wins awards 
from the experts, and a heart-felt 
“thank you” from all of 
our families.

This is the South Florida indoor-
outdoor living that many of our 
residents have enjoyed most of 
their lives. Boasting an exciting 
schedule of special events, college 
lectures with The University of 
Miami, and lively social gatherings 
— not to mention 5-star dining 
and luxurious surroundings — 
every day is a day to enjoy.

Book your visit at 305.271.2220 
or www.ThePalace.org.

Luxury Living for Seniors

11377 SW 84th Street, Miami, FL 33173


