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JEREMY BARRAS
SENIOR RABBI
JBARRAS@TBAM.ORG

One of the greatest privileges of being a rabbi in Miami 
is the opportunity to work closely with so many different 
organizations that support Israel. Because of the power and 
magnificence of Miami’s Zionist community, nearly every 
major Israeli organization has a presence in South Florida. In 
addition to all the incredible work our Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation does in Israel, I have had the great pleasure of 
working closely with AIPAC, AJC, Friends of the IDF, JNF, 
Magen David Adom, AMHSI, the Israeli Consulate in Miami, 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry, and Birthright, just to name a 

few. Through 
my work with 
these important 
organizations, I 
have been able to 
get to meet some 
of Israel’s most 
fascinating leaders 
and innovators. 
Every time I am 
in Israel and have 

the chance to go behind the scenes, I always say to myself, 
wouldn’t it be great if TBAM members could be here with 
me?
 
For several years now, I have had a dream of creating a 
trip to Israel that would let you do just that. This coming 
February 25-March 7, 2024, I have crafted a trip that will 
take you behind the scenes in Israel in ways that you have 
never done before. No matter how many times you have 
been to Israel, this trip will offer countless new experiences 
for you way off the normal tourist track. 

The Israel You Have Never Seen

 Lunch ’n Learn with Rabbi Barras
Tuesday, August 15 at 12:00 PM 

Chapel, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

Iran’s Dangerous Vision for a New Middle East
  

RSVP to Janice Baisman at jbaisman@tbam.org to let us know if you are coming!
Light snacks will be provided, feel free to bring your own lunch!

Some of the highlights include:
• A Unique Day in the footsteps of Yitzchak Rabin
• Foreign Affairs Briefing at the Foreign Ministry
• Inspirational Torah Learning at Newly Excavated Area 
Deep Underneath the Western Wall
• Meet the Creator of Instant Messaging and Discover the 
Secrets of the Start Up Nation
• Tour the Old City’s Christian Quarter and Explore Inter-
Religious Relations
• Spend time with the Creator of the Television Hit, 
“Shtisel”
• Experience a Culinary & Culture Tour of the Ultra-
Orthodox World
• Tour Behind the Scenes in the Knesset and meet with 
Knesset member, Rabbi Gilad Kariv
• Visit Israel’s Northernmost Border, and Look into 
Southern Lebanon from Kibbutz Misgav Am
• Visit Sderot, and Spend a Day on Israel’s Border with the 
Gaza Strip
• Visit West Bank Settlers, and Go Deep Behind the Walls 
of the Religious Zionist Community

This is your chance to see Israel from perspectives other 
trips do not offer.  It’s the trip I have always wanted to 
share with Beth Am, and I hope you will consider joining 
me on this very rare opportunity to see Israel in ways you 
never have before!

L’shalom,

Rabbi Jeremy Barras
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For 39 years, I looked forward to my birthday. I loved 
celebrating another trip around the sun with my family 
and friends. This year, I turned 40, and I was dreading my 
birthday for the first time in my life. I took a pause and 
decided to do something different for my birthday this year. 
I looked to Judaism. What I find most meaningful about 
Judaism are the rituals. Jewish rituals can create deep 
meaning. They allow us to pause, reflect, and reevaluate our 
values and decisions. The traditional Jewish lifecycle events 
begin with the bris/baby naming and end with the funeral. 
Many beautiful rituals happen between the baby naming 
and the wedding. However, there aren’t many between the 
wedding and the funeral. We are living longer and healthier 
lives; I believe we need more Jewish rituals. 

Jewish rituals are the moments that create lifelong meaning. 
What we may consider “traditional” Jewish rituals have 
actually been constructed over thousands of years of 
innovation and experimentation. Ritual can be routine, or 
it can be powerful and evolving; it can be a Friday night 
Shabbat dinner with your family, a glorious wedding 
ceremony, or a visit to the mikvah (sacred waters) in pursuit 
of renewal. Rituals are grounded in tradition and can be 
reinterpreted for each generation. My greatest joy is re-
imagining and creating new Jewish rituals. 

I decided to create a Jewish ritual to mark my 40th birthday. 
I began by journaling and reflecting on the past 40 years. I 
looked at what I’ve learned, how I have changed over time, 
and how I want to progress in the future. Writing down my 
thoughts was a powerful release, and I started to feel pride 
over all I’d accomplished. I also got clarity on how I want to 
grow and what I want to accomplish in the next chapter of 
my life. I chose a power word that encompasses my goals 
for this next chapter, and that word was JOY. 

Next, I planned a few small gatherings with friends and 
family that would highlight the theme of joy. I planned 
joyful conversation prompts, toasts of joy, and fun games to 
encourage smiles and laughter. 

Finally, I decided to begin my birthday with a visit to the 
mikveh. I began my life in water, so I decided to surround 
myself in water to transition into the next phases of my 
life. The word mayim (Hebrew for water) begins and ends 
with the letter mem, which has a numerical value of 40. 
In the warm waves of the ocean, I embraced joy and the 
feeling of peace. Just like our patriarch Abraham was 40 
years old when he began the most important journey of 
his life, I felt ready to use the wisdom of my first 40 years 
to move forward on the next chapter of my life. 

Rituals are intentional symbolic actions that heighten 
impact, importance, or meaning. They help us to 
Slow down * Embody values * Connect to others 
* Connect across time

Rituals are memorable moments that boost happiness 
and even add ten years to your life expectancy. I urge 
you to reach out to the clergy to mark the special 
moments in your life with Jewish rituals. We are here to 
help you and your family connect to Judaism in ways that 
are rooted in tradition and the ways that are immersed in 
creativity.  
 
Here are a few of the creative rituals that you can 
consider:
 
• Leaving one’s physical office space and 
   entering a new phase of professional life 
• Visiting the mikvah after a miscarriage
• The end of a marriage
• Retirement ceremonies 
• Preparing to enter parenthood 
• Blessing a new home - mezuzah hanging
• Milestone birthdays and graduation
• Weaning a baby and first solid food
• Menstruation/puberty/menopause 
• Summer camp
• Upshirin/first haircut
• First trip to Israel 
• Anniversaries

Cantor Tifani Coyot

TIFANI COYOT 
SENIOR CANTOR  
TCOYOT@TBAM.ORG

Jewish Rituals of Meaning
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One of the many nice things about being President of 
Temple Beth Am is that you are installed in office in late May, 
just as the weather in Miami is taking a turn for the worse and 
the “dog days” of summer are almost upon us. Rambam Day 
School and Religious School students are finishing the school 
year and many congregants are looking forward to spending 
much of the next few months travelling and/or living in places 
where the temperature and humidity don’t both begin with a “9” 
most days. What a perfect time to take the helm – when no one is 
here; or at least that’s what I thought!

I have come to learn that TBAM has no “off season,” and while 
the Rambam Day School and Religious School may not be in 
session, B’nai Mitzvah are not on the calendar, and you’re likely 
to find TBAM congregants almost anywhere you vacation, our 
community is vibrant, active and engaged year-round. These are 
a few of the noteworthy highlights from the “honeymoon” of my 
presidency:

Annual Meeting: How humbling it was for me to attend TBAM’s 
Annual Meeting and be introduced as your temple’s next 
president. To see so many former presidents in attendance on 
whose shoulders I stand in leading our beloved congregation 
was awesome and inspiring. Equally as motivating was to see 
the many committed, energized and enthusiastic lay leaders 
that comprise the various boards and committees that govern 
our treasured institution. And last, but certainly not least, we 
all rejoiced in witnessing the celebration of and tribute to our 
outgoing president David Young, who did so much for our 
community during his term.

Rambam Day School Graduation:  Jackie and I were honored 
and delighted to attend the Rambam Day School fifth grade 
graduation, the first one we attended since our daughter Abby 
graduated fifth grade (and who, coincidentally, graduated 
from college the following week!). Our day school continues to 
educate confident and strong future leaders of our community 
and the “naches meter” in the room was off the charts! What 
was particularly gratifying for us was witnessing how many of the 
amazing and impactful traditions from the days when our girls 
attended the Day School remain intact today. Every time my girls 
go to Israel, they think back on their first “trip to Israel,” which 
took place in the school’s auditorium. What a great event.

Rabbi Greengrass’ Trip to Israel: As someone who only has 
three Facebook friends (two children and a spouse), I don’t 
spend much time on my “feed,” but I have to admit that I did 

look forward to Rabbi Greengrass’ daily Facebook post during 
her trip to Israel with TBAM families and teens. It was powerful 
to watch our youth embracing Israel’s history and heritage, 
exploring its natural wonders, reflecting on the Holocaust, 
and strengthening their Jewish identity. Yasher koach Rabbi 
Greengrass!

Shabbat in the Chapel: I believe one of the highlights of the 
TBAM summer is when the Kabbalat Shabbat services move 
to the Chapel. And I don’t think I’m the only one who feels 
this way, as evidenced by the fact that additional chairs were 
required one Friday evening earlier this month! The vibe and 
sense of community at these more intimate services is great and 
I encourage everyone to attend if they can (as a reminder, you 
do not have to be recognizing a Yahrzeit to attend Friday night 
services.)

I hope everyone is having a great summer, both near and far. 
There’s lots going on at TBAM – I encourage you to flip through 
the pages that follow this one, find something on campus that 
sounds interesting to you, and give it a try. And, if nothing on the 
calendar resonates with you, please let me know what would (my 
email address is above.) We have a dedicated and exceptional 
programming team that are always seeking ideas for events that 
would get congregants on campus. Please help us help you 
(okay, I stole that from Jerry Maguire…)

L’shalom,

Richard Siegal

RICHARD SIEGEL
PRESIDENT
RICHSIEGEL@TBAM.ORG

THE “HONEYMOON” OF MY PRESIDENCY
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DAY School
NORA ANDERSON, M.S., M.Ed.
HEAD OF SCHOOL
NANDERSON@TBAM.ORG

Welcome back to school, Rambam community! I hope you 
all had a restful summer and are in good health and high 
spirits as we embark on another exciting academic year at 
Rambam Day School. We have been eagerly preparing for 
our students’ return, and I am thrilled to share some of the 
new programming we have in store for our students this 
year.

In our Early Childhood program, we continue to focus on 
project-based learning. Our youngest learners will be able 
to explore topics of interest through hands-on activities, 
collaborative projects, and creative expression. This 
approach nurtures their natural curiosity and fosters critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and collaboration skills. Project-
based learning lays a strong foundation for our students’ 
lifelong love of learning.

We will also be integrating Kimochis, an innovative 
social-emotional learning tool, into our early childhood 
curriculum. Kimochis uses playful characters and engaging 
activities to teach students about emotions, empathy, 
and effective communication. This program will empower 
our students to confidently navigate their emotions, 
strengthen their relationships, and develop the necessary 
skills for a harmonious and caring community.

One of our key focuses this year is enhancing our students’ 
writing skills through the continued implementation of the 
Writing Revolution program. We recognize the importance 
of embedding writing into content and utilizing writing 
as a tool for learning. This research-backed approach 
empowers students to become confident and proficient 
writers across all subjects. Through structured instruction, 
writing workshops, and personalized feedback, we 
aim to foster a love for writing and develop essential 
communication skills that will benefit our students 
throughout their academic journey and beyond.

At Rambam Day School, we seek to nurture our students’ 
social and emotional well-being. This year, we are proud 
to introduce a comprehensive social-emotional learning 
framework encompassing several elements. We will 
implement the RULER approach, developed at the Yale 
Center for Emotional Intelligence, which focuses on 
developing emotional intelligence and fostering a positive 
and inclusive school climate. Additionally, we will continue 
focusing on the “Middot of the Month,” a character 
education program promoting ethical values and personal 
growth. Through engaging activities and discussions, we 
aim to cultivate a strong moral compass in our students.

Last but not least, we are excited to continue our 
commitment to Tikkun Olam, the Jewish value of 
repairing the world. Through various service projects 
and community initiatives, our students will have the 
opportunity to impact society and develop a sense of 
social responsibility positively. We believe that nurturing 
their sense of empathy and compassion is fundamental to 
their development as future leaders.

In addition to our new programming, I am pleased to 
announce that we have begun creating a new strategic 
plan to guide our school’s direction for the next several 
years. This comprehensive plan will involve input from 
our faculty, staff, parents, and community members to 
ensure that we align our goals with the evolving needs of 
our students and the broader educational landscape. We 
are committed to providing an exceptional educational 
experience that prepares our students for the challenges 
and opportunities of the future.

As part of our commitment to excellence, we are also 
actively preparing for our FCIS (Florida Council of 
Independent Schools) reaccreditation. The reaccreditation 
process allows us to reflect on our strengths and areas for 
growth, ensuring that we continue to meet the highest 
standards of educational quality.

We are excited about the opportunities and growth that lie 
ahead as we work together to shape the future of Rambam 
Day School. Your continued support, engagement, and 
partnership are invaluable to our success. Please stay 
involved, share your ideas, and participate in the various 
collaboration opportunities we will provide throughout the 
year.

I am genuinely excited about the year ahead and the 
opportunities it holds for our students. As always, our 
dedicated faculty and staff are here to support each 
and every student, ensuring their growth, success, and 
happiness. Together, we will create a warm and nurturing 
environment where every child can thrive academically, 
socially, and emotionally.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. I look 
forward to a wonderful year of learning, discovery, and 
meaningful connections.

Nora Anderson
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MAZEL TOV B'NAI MITZVAH
Anna Margolis
August 26, 2023

Anna is a seventh grade student at Palmer Trinity School. She is an avid soccer and lacrosse 
player. Anna is a caring daughter and sister and loves being with friends. Her family is very 
proud and excited to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah.

Yaacov & Yelena Yesha 
Fabiana Pricladnitzki & Alan Dal Pra
William Sanchez
Sidney & Nadine Pertnoy
Harvey  & Judy Judkowitz 
Gabriel Zilban & Sarah Kemper
Andrew & Nicole Trench 
Maxx & Lexi Frost 
Keith Jacobson

Nicole Barrantes Peralta Ramos 
  & Alberto Peralta Ramos
Ben Zieky 
Wayne & Annemarie Block
Alexander & Eliana Dersovitz
Mark Kingdom & Alon Rehany
Ivan & Sara Mladenovic
Earl & Susan Kaplan

NEW MEMBERS
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Save the dates 
for these upcoming Sensory Friendly Shabbats!

Saturday, August 19
Saturday, September 9
Saturday, December 9 

9:00 AM -10:00 AM
Library in the Rambam Day School Building

 
Geared toward children with sensory processing disorders, but open to all! We invite you to join us on 

Shabbat morning for an abbreviated service featuring soft music, dim lighting and comfortable seating.

Questions? Contact Michele Kaplan 
at michelemkaplan@yahoo.com
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JOIN RABBI JAIME AKLEPI AND YOUR FRIENDS FOR A JEWISH TOUR OF A LIFETIME!

TEMPLE BETH AM’S
JEWISH HERITAGE RIVER CRUISE
HUNGARY | SLOVAKIA  | AUSTRIA  |  GERMANY
77NIGHT RIVER CRUISE ABOARD AMALEA MELODIES OF THE DANUBE

OCTOBER200292023

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY 
SOME OF THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL CITIES WITH 

YOUR  TEMPLE BETH AM COMMUNITY!

TO REGISTER, CONTACT:
Rabbi Aklepi at 305.667.6667
or email  karen@britolamtours.com

Visit the spectacular Dohany 
Street Synagogue, Hungarian 
Jewish Museum and Tree of Life 
Holocaust Memorial when you 
venture to Budapest’s sprawling 
Jewish Quarter. This area boasts a 
variety of Jewish Hungarian 
restaurants, bakeries and shops. 
Alongside the river, you can also 
visit the deeply moving Shoes on 
the Danube memorial.

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE
Private Jewish heritage experiences for our group:

BUDAPEST
Learn about the history of the 
poignant Holocaust Memorial 
that stands in the center of Old 
Town, marking the site of the 
former Neolog Synagogue.
You may also pay your respects at You may also pay your respects at 
the Rabbi Chatam Sofer Memorial 
– exclusively available to custom 
groups.

BRATISLAVA
Visit Vienna’s historic Jewish 
Quarter. Marvel at the 
contemporary Memorial Against 
War and Fascism designed by 
Austrian sculptor Alfred Hrdlicka 
and journey through time at the 
Jewish Museum in Palais Eskeles, 
where you will see the 
foundations of the medieval 
synagogue.

10 hr excursion from the ship in 
Linz to Salzburg and back. Your 
excursion begins with a tour of 
Linz and its Jewish heritage with 
a visit inside the local synagogue. 
Then depart for Salzburg, where 
you will walk along traces of 
Jewish history and life. Fabulous 
accommodations and dining.

VIENNA LINZ/SALZBURG

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT TBAM.ORG/TBAMTOURS
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What a wonderful relationship our two congregations share, and I’d like to 
take the opportunity to share some examples in this month’s column, all of 
them taking place in the span of just two weeks in the middle of June. 
First, I had the opportunity on three occasions during these two weeks to 
spend time with Beth Am members here in Israel. The first opportunity was 
lunch in the Machaneh Yehudah market with Har-El overseas members 
Sharon and Howard Socol (pictured with Cantor Evan), where among other 
things, we spoke about what’s happening at Har-El and the “new normal” 
of weekly pro-democracy protests here in Israel, as of this writing in its 24th 
week.

A week later, as part of Beth 
Am’s June 2023 Israel mission, 
we welcomed Henry Albanese 
and his family for an intimate 
bar mitzvah service on Shabbat afternoon (pictured), led by Rabbi Rachel 
Greengrass and held in Har-El’s sanctuary. Having the ceremony in our 
sanctuary also enabled the family to use Har-El’s YouTube channel to 
livestream the ceremony to Henry’s family in the States.

Then, just four days later, this two-week “Beth Am/Har-El Fest” closed out 
with the bat mitzvah ceremony of Noa Garcia (pictured) of Temple Beth 
Am, led by Rabbi Ada and me. The ceremony was held at the Da-vidson 
Center Archeological Park, at the foot of the southern side of the Temple 
Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

A hearty mazal tov to Henry and Noa and their families; it was our privilege 
and pleasure to celebrate this special day with you all! 

To top it off, Rabbi Jeremy Barras informed me of a special and very 
generous gift from Temple Beth Am to our congregation this month. This 
coming November 2023, Rabbi Ada Zavidov, Kehilat Har-El’s rabbi, will 
receive an honorary “doctor of divinity” at the Jerusalem campus of 
Hebrew Union College (the Reform movement’s seminary) to mark 25 years 
of service to the Jewish community as a rabbi. The ceremony will be held 
during the rabbinic ordination ceremony for our movement’s newest Israeli 
rabbis. In honor of this special occasion, we are embarking on a campaign 
to renovate our sanctuary, particularly to make it wheelchair accessible 
(including adding accessible restrooms adjacent to the sanctuary). So, on 

behalf of Rabbi Ada and the board of Kehilat Har-El, we would like to express our sincerest and heartfelt thanks for the 
very generous donation of $10,000 from Temple Beth Am to this important and meaningful initiative. Our congregation, 
particularly Rabbi Ada, is truly touched by this special gift to help make Har-El truly accessible to all who enter its gates. 

Along those lines, as we continue the campaign, if there are individual members of Beth Am who would like to 
contribute to this project in memory or in honor of a loved one, please feel free to reach out to me directly at 
cantorevan@gmail.com. 

Thank you all for being such dedicated friends of our community, and we look forward to welcoming you all throughout 
the year whenever you come to Jerusalem. 

With our congregation’s sincerest appreciation,

Cantor Evan Cohen

A MESS�GE FROM 
OOuurr  SSiisstteerr  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  
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The First Aliyah, 1882-1904

The word aliyah means going up. In the Temple periods, the 
people made aliyah, ascending to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices 
and prayers. In modern times, aliyah means you are called up 
to the Torah. The term became connected to the return to Zion. 
One ascends from the diaspora to return to the land of Israel. 
Immigrants who make aliyah are called “Olim.” 

Around 1881, many Eastern European Jews living under the 
Russians were victims of pogroms. They were shocked and 
frightened and realized they had to find new homes. Perhaps 
your family was among them. The immigration to the US during 
this period was significant. But there were those, mostly young 
people, who were inspired by the writings of Zionist leaders, 
who made aliyah to “Palestine.” The Ottoman Empire ruled the 
territory. With the help of Moses Montefiore and Baron Edmund 
de Rothschild, about 25,000 of them joined the already existing 
Jewish communities in Jerusalem, Hebron, Tiberias, and Safed.
These pioneers, chalutzim, also settled in the first farm 
communities in Petach Tikvah, Rishon Le’zion, Rosh Pina, and 
Zichron Ya’akov. Rothschild supported them financially and sent 
experts to help them with agricultural problems. He purchased 
125,000 acres of land from the Ottoman rulers. 

Eliezer Ben Yehuda was a part of this group. He was responsible 
for developing the modern Hebrew Language. This was a 
significant step in creating a common identity language for all 
future immigrants from many different lands.
The Second Aliyah, 1904-1914

About 30,000 Eastern European Jews made aliyah during 
this period. These Olim had new ideas about how the new 
settlements should operate. Once again, they were young and 
idealistic and influenced by the ideas of Theodor Herzl, Ahad 

Ha’am, and A.D. Gordon. They believed that by living together 
as one large family, the group could farm more efficiently and 
produce more crops. They also opposed hiring Arab laborers to 
do the challenging fieldwork. The Olim of this period founded 
the kibbutzim, collective settlements, where everyone shared 
in rotation the essential work. The ideas of socialism influenced 
them. They also had to form an armed guard force called the 
Shomrim to protect the community against Arab raiders. The 
kibbutzim served an important role in adapting to the land for 
the Olim. At first, they focused mainly on agriculture, but today 
the remaining kibbutzim have diversified projects, factories, and 
tourism. Each kibbutz votes to make changes that the members 
request.

Degania, the first kibbutz, was founded in 1909 on the southern 
shore of Lake Kinneret. When you visit Israel, almost all tours 
take you to Degania. That same year, on the dunes of the 
Mediterranean, north of Jaffa, Tel Aviv was established. By this 
time, the Jewish National Fund, created by the World Zionist 
Organization, was given the authority to purchase land from 
absentee Arab landlords. 

As more Jews came from Eastern Europe to escape antisemitism, 
pogroms, discrimination, and oppression, the Ottoman rulers 
began to slow immigration. First, the Arab villages were 
increasing their activity against the settlements, and second, this 
was the beginning of World War I. The Turks were allied with the 
Germans. Nevertheless, the Yishuv, the Jewish Agency, had the 
authority to maintain cooperative relations with the Turks and the 
Arab leaders. More challenges and changes were coming after 
the war.

L’shalom, 

Lenore Kipper

OUR JEWISH HERITAGE
5783

By Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE, Judaic Studies Director, Emerita

Journey to Israel 75:  Understand the Past, Look to the Future
It has been an exciting year as many organizations planned trips to Israel to celebrate the 75th anniversary. The trips will continue 
over the summer and fall. No matter how many times you have been to Israel, it is still a modern miracle to witness what has been 
achieved. Our Jewish Heritage page focused on the pioneers, leaders, and builders last year. I will continue this year with the dreams, 
dilemmas, and events that made the vision and dream a reality. To understand some of the present issues, I believe it is necessary to 
keep perspective on the ongoing issues that challenge the people and government of Israel. 

In January, Rabbi Harold Kushner was invited to be the guest 
speaker. He is the author of the book, “When Bad Things 
Happen to Good People.” He wrote it after his family had a 
tragedy. It became a best seller, not only for Jewish families, but 
for the general public at large. Rabbi Kushner recently died, but 
his many books have found a permanent place of prominence on 
Jewish bookshelves and libraries.
The new Reform Siddur was introduced and dedicated during 
services at the end of January. It is called “Gates of Prayer.” 
Many scholars were part of editing the final edition. It also has 
supplemental readings in the back of the book for thoughtful 
discussion.
A Hebrew Teachers workshop for Religious School and Day 
School was conducted by author Magda Winter, from Behrman 
House, to guide teachers in using the new materials.
The “Contemporaries” group, for Seniors, led a creative service. 
This is the third year they planned this.  Rabbi Morton Hoffman 

guided the service.  Evelyn Goodman and Selma Rappaport 
initiated the idea of the Beth Am Contemporaries group.
One of the largest groups of students from the Day School 
graduated from 6th grade.   62 students! The Confirmation class 
of that year had more than 80 students! 
An Afternoon of Music Program under the guidance of Selma 
Baumgard became a new tradition. Doreen Marx continued and 
expanded the tradition, bringing guest musical artists to the 
Temple.
The Beth Am Twinning Program for B’nai Mitzvah students 
encouraged our students to twin with children of the Refusniks 
families in the Soviet Union. Our students began letter 
exchanges with these children. The program was sponsored 
by the South Florida Conference on Soviet Jewry. (This was a 
difficult time for Jews in the FSU.)
Computer Instruction Begins at the Day School under the 
leadership of Barbara Langer. 

From the TBAM Archives: Highlights from the 1983 Commentators
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RABBI AKLEPI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
David and Alison Bernstein
Ed Weiss and Debbie Brodie-Weiss and family
  with gratitude for the meaningful service for  
  Charlotte Glovsky Brodie’s funeral
David and Donna Buchwald
Suzzi Glaser in memory of Dr. Martin Glaser
Sandra and Herb Koross in memory of Harry Silver
Nancy Kraemer in loving memory of George John
  Kraemer and Carolyn Kutz Kraemer Geiger
Nancy Kraemer in loving memory of Maurice 
  L. and Rose S. Kutz
Richard and Phyllis Sandrow in loving memory 
  of Gary Sandrow and John Sandrow
 
THE STEPHEN ARKY FAMILY CARING 
FUND
Marlin, Lisa and Todd, in loving memory of Steve 
  Arky who is, and always will be, deeply in our 
  hearts, with love and respect.

LESLEE ARONOVITZ YOUTH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Tod and Jodi Aronovitz in honor of Fran Berrin
Shelly and Steve Brodie in memory of 
  Howard Gross
Shelly and Steve Brodie in memory of 
  Judy Gilbert-Gould
Shelly and Steve Brodie in memory of Ron Hinds
Vivian and Steve Brownstein in loving memory 
  of David Shelist
Susan and Barry Bush 
Adrian and Ken Dubow in memory of 
  Judy Gilbert Gould
Adrian and Ken Dubow in memory of 
  Dr. Ronald Hinds
Jeffrey and Heidi Katz in loving memory of 
  Tania Stern
Andrew Leinoff in loving memory of Ellen Leinoff
Steven and Cindy Rudin in loving memory of Saul 
  Lederhandler, father of Dr. Marc Lederhandler

RABBI BARRAS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
 Jolie and Paul Cummings and family in loving 
  memory of Freda Salih Eisenberg
 Glen and Esther Goldberg in loving memory 
  of Jean Goldberg
 Lynn, Sandy and Jay Halpern in memory of 
  Howard Gross
 Dolly Harris in honor of the 95th birthday of 
  Stuart Shapiro, with love
 Eric and Gayle Jacobs in loving memory of 
  Mollie Jacobs
 Meredith Meister with gratitude for the baby 
  naming
 Tom and Robin Ringel in loving memory of 
  Leslie Ringel
 Wendy and Peter Salomon with gratitude for 
  Lainey’s Bat Mitzvah

Ed Schwartz in loving memory of Sarah Bromberg
Steve and Susan Schwartzman in honor of 
  Stephanie and Connor Deason on the birth of 
  their first child, Jonah Harvey Deason
Lori and Stuart Sobel
Robert and Michele Stone in memory of 
  Dr. Ronald Hinds
Robert and Michele Stone in memory of 
  Tania Stern
Dr. Howard Wallach in loving memory of 
  Lilyan Wallach
Ellen and Glenn Widom in memory of 
  Judy Gilbert-Gould
 
BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH AM
Jeffrey Rosenberg in loving memory of 
  Shirley Spiegelman
  
CARING COMMUNITY FUND
 Janet and Michael Brown in loving memory 
  of George Kopp
Jill and Harold Gaffin in memory of 
  Dr. Ronald Hinds, with love
Paul Lester in memory of Aunt Margie
 
CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY FUND
Edith and Norman Einspruch in loving memory   
  of Harold Melnick
Etta and Don Gold in memory of Melissa Rubin. 
  Heartfelt condolences to the Rubin Family.
 
CONSERVATIVE / TRADITIONAL SERVICES 
FUND
Roberto Horwitz in memory of Zaul Horwitz
 
CORNERS OF OUR FIELDS SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Rachel Bleich in loving memory of Tania Stern
Maggie and Mauricio Brener in loving memory 
  of Tania Stern
John and Page Mikol in loving memory of 
  Tania Stern
Andrew Shamp in memory of Tania Stern
Donna and John Shepard and Family in loving 
  memory of Tania Stern
 
CANTOR COYOT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Taryn and Jacob Dubin in honor of 
  Ari Nathan Dubin.
Sharon Goldstein In loving memory of 
  Richard Goldstein
John and Jordana Klausner in honor of 
  Cantor Coyot
David Schwart and Melissa Peerless thank you 
  for the beautiful and special service for Audrey’s 
  Bat Mitzvah!
Gloria and Alter Peerless thank you for making 
  Audrey’s Bat Mitzvah so beautiful and meaningful.
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Scott Weinreb and Andrea Wood thank you for the 
  beautiful baby naming ceremony for Shomera Lev (Skye 
Weinreb)
Edward Weiss and Debbie Brodie-Weiss in honor of 
  Cantor Coyot

THE JOAN KRAMER GALLANT AND MARTIN 
GALLANT CHILDREN’S FUND
In memory of our papa, Martin Gallant with love from 
  Jane, Mack and Sunny
Brian Gallant in loving memory of his parents
Tracy Gallant Brody in loving memory of her parents
 
GENERAL FUND
Eleanor Aibel in loving memory of Audrey Miranda
Edward Eisenberg in loving memory of Philip Eisenberg 
  and Jean Eisenberg
Kim Feigenbaum in loving memory of Bernice Sandler 
  and David Feigenbaum
Harriet Feinglass in loving memory of mother, Goldie 
  Wasserman
Philip and Laura Fidler in memory of Ron Hinds
Fredda and Jon Goldstein in honor of the Bar Mitzvah 
  of Devon Roy
Judith and Richard Jacobs in memory of Dr. Ronald Hinds
The Levin Family in loving memory of Lewis M. Levin – 
  20th Yahrzeit Anniversary
Harvey Rogers in loving memory of Stephen Engle
Linda and Charles Sands
Beno and Rosa Schechter in loving memory of Tania Stern
Shirley Schultz in loving memory of Murray Schwartz
Jill Swartz in memory of Dr. Jeffrey Hertz
Carla and David Werner in loving memory of 
  Bennett Werner

RABBI GREENGRASS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Baer Family in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Henry 
  Greengrass. Mazel tov and much love!
Abe and Helene Benyunes in honor of Henry’s Bar Mitzvah.
  Fondest best wishes and mazal tov on this momentous 
  occasion.
John and Natalie Breslin in honor and celebration of 
  Henry Greengrass’ Bar Mitzvah
Angela Durand in honor of Henry Greengrass’ Bar Mitzvah
Seth Finck and Aliza Lipson in loving memory of Jon 
  Levkoff, beloved grandfather of Dylan Levkoff and family
Juliette and Jeff Glasser in honor of Henry Greengrass. 
  Mazel tov, Henry, on your Bar Mitzvah!
Juliette and Jeff Glasser in loving memory of 
  Dr. Ronald Hinds
Harvey and Carolina Gurland in honor of Henry 
  Greengrass. Mazel tov on becoming a Bar Mitzvah!
Rebecca Karsenti in honor of Henry Greengrass. Mazel 
  tov on your Bar Mitzvah.
Diane Krieger and Bruce Kohrman in honor of Henry 
  becoming a Bar Mitzvah. Mazal Tov.
Gail LeBoss in loving memory of Rose Schmier

Gloria and Alter Peerless in honor of Audrey Schwart. 
  Thank you for making Audrey’s Bat Mitzvah so beautiful 
  and meaningful.
Melissa Peerless and David Schwart thank you for the 
  beautiful service for Audrey’s Bat Mitzvah! We love you!
Terry and Marcia Reisman in loving memory of 
  Beatrice Mallinger
Terry and Marcia Reisman in loving memory of 
  Edwin S. Reisman
Michelle and Scott Sarason mazel tov on the Bar Mitzvah 
  of your son, Henry
The Schimel Family in loving memory of Tania Stern
Elizabeth Suchman in loving memory of my mother, 
  Dorothy Coe
Debbie Brodie-Weiss, Ed Weiss and Family in honor of 
  Henry Greengrass’ Bar Mitzvah. Mazel Tov to Henry and
  the entire Greengrass family!
Debbie Brodie-Weiss, Ed Weiss and Family in appreciation
  of Rabbi Greengrass officiating the minyan service during  
  the time of mom’s passing.
Ellen and Glenn Widom in honor of Henry becoming a 
  Bar Mitzvah
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in memory of Edward Cypress
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
  Henry Greengrass. Mazal tov!
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in memory of Neil Olshan
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in loving memory of the Yahrzeit 
  of my father, Morris Wiskin

MARILYN HERSKOWITZ JEWISH EDUCATION 
FUND
Linda and Jon Leeds

MATTHEW KASS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome Fisher in memory of Tania Stern
 
KEREN YALDI CHILDREN’S FUND
Ms. Donna Levine
  
THE SHEPARD KING SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Bernita King, Russell King and Tamara King Stark in 
  memory of our beloved Shep, who continues to inspire 
  us in everything we do
Bernita King in loving memory of my wonderful mother 
  Ella Marcus
Judith and Paul Korchin in loving memory of 
  Mena Levisohn Goldstein
Barbara and Mitchell Lipcon in loving memory of 
  Sylvia Pawliger, beloved mother, grandmother, and GG
Barbara and Mitchell Lipcon in loving memory of 
  Dr. Harry Lipcon, beloved father, and grandfather
 
LENORE KIPPER ENDOWMENT FUND
Kim Beame in honor of Lenore Kipper
Susan Moss Katz in loving memory of Sophie and 
  Berthold Meier, my dear grandparents
Susan Moss Katz in loving memory of Arthur and 
  Sylvia Meier, my dear father and mother
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Susan Moss Katz in loving memory of Dan and 
  Jamie Zabludowski
Susan Moss Katz in memory of Dr. Marty Glaser, 
  beloved husband of Suzzi Glaser
Susan Moss Katz in memory of Linda Frankel, 
  beloved mother of Greg Frankel
Susan Moss Katz in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
  Henry Greengrass, son of John Crary and Rabbi Rachel 
  Greengrass
Susan Moss Katz and Family in loving memory of 
  Irwin Katz, our dear husband, father and grandfather
Susan Shane Linder in loving memory of 
  Elaine Suchman Shane
Susana Novak in honor of Lenore Kipper
Shelly and Todd Rauchwerger in honor of Lenore Kipper

LATIN CONNECTION FUND
Hadassah, Arnold and Anita Blum in loving memory of   
  Rosa Zaidorf Henigman
   
CANTOR NELSON’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Richard and Barbara Bernstein in loving memory of 
  Sheldon Bernstein
Palastrant and Kaufler families thank you for Bill’s funeral. 
  You are simply the best!
Michael and Susan Linder in honor of Cantor Nelson
  
DR. IRWIN PERLMUTTER ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Keeping the Legacy of Temple Beth Am Founding 
  Member, Dr. Irwin Perlmutter, alive through Jewish 
  Education
The Marilyn Cromer Team in honor of Ed and Niki Starr 
  and Family
Rita Diaz in loving memory of Tania Stern. May her 
  memory always be a blessing.
Colleen and Richard Fain in memory of Tania Stern
Vicki Wax in honor of Susan and Jeff Nullman’s 50th   
  anniversary
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND
Rebecca Ades and family in loving memory of Ruth 
  and Alan Ades
Rebecca Ades and family loving memory of Harvey Ades
Hadassah and Arnold Blum in memory of   
  Dr. Eduardo Blum
Michael and Janet Brown in loving memory of 
  Adolph Brown
Janet and Michael Brown in loving memory of 
  Ruth R. Kopp
Sheila and Barry Halpern in loving memory of 
  Charles Auerbach
Sheila and Barry Halpern in loving memory of 
  Sylvia Auerbach
Barry and Sheila Halpern in loving memory of 
  Helen Halpern
Richard Skor in memory of Susan Skor

RAMBAM DAY SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND
The Baer Family in loving memory of Dr. Ronald Hinds, 
  beloved husband of Miriam and devoted dad to Rick, 
  Mitch, Gregg and Julie
Dr. Mathew and Sindy Joy Finkelson in honor of Ms. Suarez
  and Mrs. Lazar for the wonderful experiences and growth
  that they have facilitated in Noah Sam Newberg and the 
  entire class
Barbara Fishman in loving memory of my dad, 
  Louis Helbrich
Ronald Gerstl in honor of Dr. Andrew Schimel
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Charles “Buddy” Rodman
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Julie Silver
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  A. Arnold Rodman
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Estelle Rodman
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Mimi Family
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Sidney Family
Jessica and Ronald Rodman in loving memory of 
  Carla Family
Howard and Deborah R. Starr in honor of 
  Henry Greengrass becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Howard and Deborah R. Starr in honor of Lenore Kipper 
  receiving the Rabbi Morris Kipper Ahavat Yisrael Award
Lynn Wiener in memory of Tania Stern
 
LEWIS D. SILVERMAN M.D. SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Virginia and Arturo Cepero in memory of Tania Stern
Dr. and Dr. Marc Lederhandler in memory of Melissa Rubin
Jan and Richard Pollack in memory of Tania Stern, beloved
  wife of Rudy Stern. She was a wonderful mother, and a 
  kindhearted and thoughtful friend. Our hearts are broken.

SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH AM
Marlene Kohn in loving memory of Jean Siegal, mother 
  of Marlene Kohn
Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Howard Greiner
Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Melissa Rubin
Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Tania Stern
Susan and Dick Lampen in memory of Marcia Weinstein
  
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
Jill Berman in memory of Judy Gilbert-Gould, dear mother 
  of Bobby Gilbert and family
Ellen Blumenthal in honor of Henry Greengrass. Mazel tov   
  on your becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
Rooney and Michael Brodie in memory of Sally Tenzer
Harold Chopp in loving memory of Ellen Chopp
Carol Flicker in honor of Henry Greengrass
Sheila and Larry Forman in loving memory of Max Forman
John and Audrey Frank in loving memory of Ron Hinds, a
  wonderful doctor, husband, father, grandfather and 
  friend. He will be missed by all who know him. I’m sorry 
  we didn’t have more time together.
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Laura and Dan Koffsky in loving memory of Tania Stern
Lois and Michael Pfeffer in loving memory of Melissa 
  Rubin. May her memory be a blessing.
Carol Pozen in loving memory of Leah and Henry Michaels
Carol Pozen in memory of Marion Pozen
Steve Rossman in loving memory of Karen Rossman
Rita Rothrock in loving memory of Robert Shaw
Harley and Sherry Tropin in loving memory of Ruth Tropin
Laurie Turner Mazel Tov on Henry’s Bar Mitzvah
  
TIKKUN OLAM GARDEN FUND
Anne Becker in honor of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah,  
  Deanna Whitman, Julian Ospina and Elizabeth Garcia 
  Baez
Anne Becker remembering my cousin, Martin Howard 
  Feil on his Yahrzeit
Anne Becker in memory of Melissa Rubin
Rita Diaz in loving memory of Arnie Leavitt. Dear Nancy 
  and Bob, may your memories of Arnie always be a 
  blessing to you both. Nancy, you were such a loving 
  sister. I’m thinking of you. With love, Rita
Susan and Glenn Fusfield in honor of Henry Greengrass’ 
  Bar Mitzvah
Renee Gross in memory of Ronald Hinds

UNBIASED FUND
Jeffrey and Ricki Dorn in loving memory of Somerset 
  Darrell Calvin
Jay Koren and Joanne Harvest
Barbara and Ed Sirkin in loving memory of dear friend, 
  Ron Hinds

YAHRZEIT FUND
Alan Bernstein for the Yahrzeit of father, Edward Bernstein
Debbie Bortnik in loving memory of Manfredo Baumatz
Sandra and Sheldon Cohen in loving memory of Ruth 
  Lorber, Jerome W. Lorber, Minnie Cohen and 
  Bernard J. Cohen
The Cummings Family in loving memory of Sylvia and 
  Abe Savitz
Colleen Fain in loving memory of Rosalie Ferris
Harvey Goldman in loving memory of Myron Goldman
Scott and Susan Grossinger
Marylin Harrison in loving memory of Bernard Harrison
Richard and Judith Jacobs in loving memory of 
  Walter Jacobs, father of Richard and Eric Jacobs
Marlene and Joel Kaplan
Sara Kapustin in loving memory of Cila Kapustin
Sara Kapustin in loving memory of Jacobo Kapustin
Richard Kohn in loving memory of father, Gene Kohn
Ruth Krieger in loving memory of Samuel Cohen
Helene Lanster in loving memory of Esther Lanster
Helene Lanster in loving memory of William Ressler
Rochelle Lanster in loving memory of Marlene Gross
Dr. Steven Lanster in loving memory of Esther Lanster
Dr. Steven Lanster in loving memory of William Ressler
Phyllis Lapidus in loving memory of Sadie Berger, 
  a beloved mother and grandmother
Danielle Malkin in loving memory of Meyer Elkaim

James and Carola Mattei for the Yahrzeit of 
  Saba Furmanski
Amy Mittelberg in loving memory of Marion Kroungold
The Palastrant, Albert, Kaufler and Sakolsky families 
  in loving memory of Rudolph Kaye
Judith Ratzan in loving memory of Peter A. Cassileth
Marlene Reiss in loving memory of my beloved 
  mother Jessie Reiss
Linda Robinson and Family in loving memory of   
  Dr. Ellis Margolin
Sheldon Schneider in memory of Rose Schneider
Art and Shirley Sotloff in loving memory of Lee Sotloff 
  and Samuel Sotloff
Robert and Michele Stone in memory of Bertram A. Stone
Rita Swichkow in memory of Robert A. Widom
Marjorie Tobin in memory of Jean Zdatny
Bert Traeger in loving memory of Susan Traeger

Jay and Joanne Koren on the birth of Mila Jaymes 
Koren, daughter of Jennifer Koren and Sara Koren; niece 
of Stephen (Jill) Koren and Lily and Adam Koren
 
Steve and Susan Schwartzman on the birth of their first 
grandson Jonah Harvey Deason

MAZEL TOV TO...
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Peter Laidlaw
Arthur Langsam*
Frances Keitel Lederman
Charles Lefkove*
Phillip Leibowitz
Irving Leopold
Marie Levine*
Isabel Cone Levy
Florence Metzger
Jerry Meyers
Blanche Meyers
Etta K. Michaelson*
Cy Mintz
Kenneth M. Myers*
Mr. Donald Myman
Mildred Nitzberg
Gene Olsen
Raymond “Ray” Perlman
Mr. Eric Polk
Paul W. Randol*
Martha Reitman*
Lester Rosenberg
Irving A. Rosenberg*
Samuel W. Rosenblatt*
Belle Rosenthal
Ruth D. Rosenthal*
Fannie Ruskin
Frank Satenspiel*
Betty Schreiber*
Elaine Schwartz
Henry N. Schwartzman*
Robert Seikovsky
Judy Shapiro Simon
Anna Shonbrun*
Merle Sidle
Dr. Zundel B. Sigel*
Doris Silver*
Sigmund Silverberg*
Adam Silverman
Barbara Silverman
Simon Simkovic
Ronald Solomon
Tillie Somer*
Esther Sorkin
Nathan Spiegelman
Irwin Stein
Arthur Barry Surloff
Leo Tawil*
J. Marshall Taxay*
Dr. Irving S. Tackman*
Joseph B. Traub*
Abraham Walter*
Lydia Weisel
Mildred Weiss
Richard Wolf
 
Week Ending
August 11, 2023

Shirlee Sherman Abraham
Esther Adelson
Jack Gaylord Admire
David Aibel*
Dustin Aiken
Peter H. Ballen, M.D.

Bernice “Bunny” 
  Michaelson
Diana Miller
Irving S. Nager*
Morris Odessky*
Ida Parker
Max Pulwer
Alex S. Reiken
I.L. Reisman*
Melvin P. Reiss
Joseph Robbins
Robert M. Roberts
Loyce Robinson
Frances Robinson
Mauricio (Meir) Manor 
  Romano
Jerome B. Rose*
Hannah Rossin*
Henry Saltman
Harry Salzman
Bertram Schild
Abraham Schneider
Ethel R. Schuman*
Jeanette Schwartzberg
Shirley Mervis Seitlin
Dennis Shields
Jerome Silver
Dorothy Spar*
Ethel Spatzer*
Fred Spiegelman
Sidney Starr
Martin H. Stein*
Benjamin Stein*
Henry Stone
Bernice K. Straus
Charles Strauss
Bernard Sturmak
Rose Suid*
Alter Naftula Szaniecki
Irving Tenzer*
Sophie Trien*
Jonas Weiland
Francine Davidson 
  Weinberg
Bernard Welkind*
 
Week Ending
August 18, 2023

Irwin Adelson
Louis Appel*
Minnie Belen
Adele “Dellie” Bernstein
Creed C. Black
Mel Bloom
Harry Breslauer*
Sidney Burk*
Ida Chudler*
Muriel Cohen
Ruth Cohen Biblo
Jennie Colsky
Sandra Colsky*
Barbara Colton
Charles Cramer*
Toby Dachs*

Rose Berk
Harold Berke
Arkady Berkun
Daniel Berman
Allen Berman
Alan L. Bisno, M.D.
Samuel Bohm
David Brand
Edward Brown*
Alvin Cassel
Myra Cherkas
George Chudler*
Albert Cohen
Lucille Cohen
Jack Cohen*
Bertha T. Cowan*
Beula “Billie” Diamond
Ruth Musman Dickson*
Dr. Menachem Mania 
  Distenfeld
Dr. Samuel E. Ditkowsky*
Alice Eggers*
Richard Feder
Beverly Fein
Rose Feldman
Sandy Ferber
Leo Fixler
Annette Horovitz Flaum*
Bern Fried
Ernestine R. Germain
Allan Gerson*
Steven Gluckstern
Sari Gold*
Benjamin Goldfarb*
Goldie Goldner
Marilyn Golzbein
Rabbi Isidore Greengrass
Albert Grubair*
Esther Gurland
Charles Gurman
Julius Haber
Irving Haber
Ernest Harris*
Beverly Hauser*
Frances Heller
Israel Kallechstein*
Leonard Kaplan*
Paula Katz
Ruth Kaufman
Jean Keller
Dr. David Krochmal
Col. Donald W. Lang*
Abe Lefkove*
Shirley Lenoble
Dr. Leo Levin
Janet G. Levin*
Stanley Levy
Jack Lieberman*
Rose Lipcon*
Ana Longo
Theodore Lotterman
Senta Mahler
Harry Marcus
Louis Marrich
Murray Merkle

Week Ending
August 4, 2023

Milton Agron
Abraham J. Alexander*
Mr. Dory Auerbach
Jeanette Axler*
Dorothy Bass
Samuel Baumgard*
Abraham Belen
Miriam Bergstein*
Norma May Blasberg
Thelma Blumenthal
Alfred Boas
Harry Boosin*
Harry Botwick
Jeanette Brodkey
Barbara Marilyn Bronstein
Edward Brooks*
Howard Brown
Ruth Citrin
Robin Cohen
Pearl Cohn*
Mollie Cooper
Sarah Diamond*
Matthew Dorfman*
Jean Dresner
Howard Engel*
Mr. Arthur J. England, Jr.
Marie Eskenazi*
Seymour Fein
Nathan Fein
Benjamin Fellman*
Susan Grossman Fishman*
Helen S. Frank*
Rebecca Arnkoff Freedman
Edythe Freeman
Paul D. Friedman
Saul Gelb
Blanche Gottlieb*
Reuben Graff
Harold Greenberg*
David Gregg
Bernard Gross*
Girard H. Harris*
Leon David Held*
Irving Heller
Phyllis Herman
Rudy Hess
Barbara Hutchenrider
Mildred Izral
Evelyn Kahn
Samuel Arthur Kallan*
Clifford Kalser
Hattie Reva Kaminsky 
Mechlouitz
David Kanter
Dr. Robert B. Katims*
Jacob Katz
Howard M. Katzen
Isidor Kessler
Dorothy Ida Knobler
Herbert Kravitz
Fay Krieger
Belle Kriegler Hamilton
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* Denotes individuals with a 

plaque in our sanctuary.

Yetta DeBarge
Carl Deutsch
David Drucker
Jerry Einstandig
Joseph Fefferman
Jack Fink
Marguerita Greta Fiorentino*
Stanley Glickman
Harry Goldberg*
Theodore A. Goldstein*
Herman Gorden
Benjamin Graff*
Leona Green
Samuel Greenfelt
Morris Gross
Ray Hayet*
Marilyn June Jacoby*
Anna Kabak*
Enid Kaplan
Irvin Katz
Marilyn Sable Kaufman*
Joseph Keilson
Lori Reznick Kipper
Rabbi Morris Kipper
Donald Klein*
Myrna Klein
Benjamin Krovetz
Herman A. Leopold
Solomon Levine
Zelda Levine*
Seymour Levinson
Bertha Levy
Esther Lewis*
Allan Maisel
Mortimer Margoluis
Jacqueline Markowitz
Arnold Massirman
Irving E. Miller*
Joseph Mondres
Sherri L. Moss
Sarah “Suki” Nelson*
William O’Neill
Herman Paikowsky
Jeff Parent
Florence Pato
Miriam Pulwer
Elsie Rappaport*
Nancy Rodriguez
Bernie Rosenfield
Irving Rosenstein
Rachel Wexler Ross*
Ellen Ross
Lori Rudnick
Ouida Rudolph
Riely Sandler
Edyth R. Schnur*
Mollie Schumacher
Ronald Seiden*
Gladys Shinkman
Archie Shurak*
Andrew Lesser Simon
Esther Skor*
Melvin Sobel
Owen Solowey

William Speizer
Louis Sprecher*
Bethann Standiford
Roberta “Bobbi” Stein
Victor Sternfield
Sylvia Horovitz Surloff*
Fay Barbara Sussmane
Dr. Albert Tawil*
Wolf Wahrman
Richard Weinreich
Marlyne “Marzi” Weiss Kaplan
Jack Wilkof
Pauline Witovsky
David Wolfberg
Isabel Yablin
Kimberly Young*
Clemente Zanzuri*
Allegra Zarmati*
Allan Ziegler*
Sarah Zisman
 
Week ending
August 25, 2023

Shelly Abend
Rachel Adler*
Lottie T. Adler*
Anna Altsuler*
Philip Apfelberg
Elinore Richman Aronovitz
Elsie Artzt*
Rubin Axler*
Zan Tamar Bailey*
Harry “M” Berg
Norma Berger*
Sam Berman
Shyer Bernfeld
Muriel Bernstein*
Rebecca Bezozi
Nettie Birnbaum
Sheldon Blank
Marvin Bookman
Tillie Cohen
Pearl Cooper
Maurice Cromer
Gertrude Diamond*
Eugene Dynner*
Ned J. Edelman*
Norton Eisenberg
Dr. Bernard Engel*
Ilona Engel*
Dr. Nathanial L. Feldman*
Merle Florman*
June Furth
David Furth
Sophia Gittleman*
Solomon Glass
Kristen Gloria
Albert Goldenstein
Dr. Harold Goldstein
Jill Greenwald
Marvin Guberman
Dorothy R. Hanley*
Florence Harris

Florence Hecht
Ellen Heilig
Frances Hersch
Ernest Heydemann
Evan Higgins
Eileen Hirsch
Joseph I. Hoffman*
Samuel Hyman
Louis Kahn
Rose Kaplan
Moses Katcher
Terri Levan Katz
Evelyn Koch
Benjamin Krasnow*
Anne Kravetz
Ronald Kreger
Ethel Krulewitch*
Sam Kurland*
Harry Laskin*
Daniel Lebenstein
Charles Leshaw*
Donald Levey
Sarah Levine*
Harry Levy*
Marton Lichtman
Sara Lipsky*
Morris Marcus*
Edith Markenson*
Marty Markowitz
Louis Marks*
Andrew Mendelson
Blanche Mendelson
Ethel Merkle
Ben Miller*
Lisa Millhauser
Jeannette F. Mintz*
Dr. James S. Mofsky*
Irwin Mur
Rita E. Namath*
Ruth Orovitz*
Clara Revitz*
David Rifkin
Howard Rodnon
Elsie Rose
Norman Rosenberg*
Arthur Rosenberg*
Melvin Rosenberg
Lee Rosenthal
Fay Rothenberg
David Sadkin
Jack Salem*
Ms. Sallie Balogh
Sarah Salzberg
Samuel Salzman
Rose Sandrow
Annette Schekman*
Israel Schnur*
Mr. Walter Schrenzel
Helen Schulner
Lester Schumer
Gabrielle Heliene Segall
Muriel Shapiro
Harry Shearer
Albert Silver*

Selma Levin Sinreich*
Joseph Sitrin*
Abraham Slomianski
Steven Joel Sotloff
Joseph Stein*
Abraham Steinberg*
Rosemary Strickman*
Nathan Tarr
Mitchell Tenenbaum
Kim Touby
Ida Vilinsky*
Pearl Ware*
Mae Weinberg
Sol Bernard Weiner
Sidney Weisburd
Florence Weiss*
Ken West
Adele Zales
Barbara Zimmett*
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THE CURRENT OF LIFE
We mourn the passing of

Haim Aklepi father of Alex (Rabbi Jaime) Aklepi; 
husband of Batya Aklepi and grandfather of Eliana, 
Mollie and Gabriela Aklepi
 
Freda Eisenberg former sister-in-law of Jolie (Paul) 
Cummings
 
David Gerzvolf father of Gabriel (Daniella) 
Gerzvolf; grandfather of Elena and Dennis Gerzvolf
 
Phoebe Goulkin sister of Karen (H. Barry) Baker
 
Jennifer Gross daughter of Lynn Gross
 
Dr. Ronald B. Hinds husband of Miriam Hinds; 
father of Julie (Martin) Franklin and Rick (Jen), 
Mitch (Lori) and Gregg (Nika); grandfather of 
Robbie (Lexie), Sam Alexandra, Mikey, Ashley 
and Annabel and great grandfather of Ryder and 
Peyton

Arnold (Arnie) Leavitt brother of Nancy (Bob) 
Hersh and Arna Leavitt
 
Melissa Rubin daughter of Ronit (Ross) Rubin and 
sister of Michelle Rubin

Michael Shelist brother of Vivian (Steve) 
Brownstein; husband of Sandra; father of Robert 
(Deborah), David (Wendi) and Arland (Cori); 
grandfather of Madison (Michael), Bryson, Blake, 
Cooper, Riley, Alexa, Skylar and Blake and brother 
of Sheila (Norman) Lane and many nieces and 
nephews

Gary Spencer husband of Barbara; father of Liz 
(Dr. Mark) Rosenthal, David Spencer, Steven 
(Dana) Spencer, Abby (Scott Starenchak) Spencer; 
grandfather of Julia, Parker and Reese Rosenthal, 
Alexandra, Darren, Naomi and Connor Spencer; 
Jonah and Joshua Starenchak
 
Tania Stern wife of Rudy Stern; father of Aliza 
Stern, Richard (Lauren) Stern, Joselyn Stern-
Liddell (Andrew Liddell) and Jonathan (Brianna) 
Stern; her mother Ana Shteremberg, her sister 
Susy Shteremberg; grandmother of Ryan and Lexi 
Barna, Sabrina and Maisie Stern, Logan, Jordan 
and Chase Liddell; her brothers and sisters in law 
Maggie and Guillermo Retchkiman, Lily and David 
Serviansky, Eduardo and Martine Stern and her 
many nieces, nephews and loved ones
 
Sally Tenzer mother of Mark (Faith) Tenzer and 
Robert Tenzer; grandmother of Tammy Tenzer, 
Samantha Friedman and Brandi Kulberg
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Temple Beth Am 
professional Directory 2022/2023

BRIT OLOM TOURS, INC.–TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
  Concierge travel agency designing worry-free vacations
  worldwide for over 30 years—land, cruise and/or river cruise. 
  Israel experts—creating personalized, private itineraries for Bar/
  Bat Mitzvah’s, family and friends.  Karen and Zvi Krugliak 
  305.403.7548/www.britolomtours.com  |  info@britolomtours.com

INSURANCE ADVISOR | NOTARY PUBLIC
Yisrael Goldman, MBA, MA
Licensed Insurance Agent FL 220 & 215
Home | Auto | Liability | Business | Life | Annuity | Health
www.LinkedIn.com/in/YisraelGoldman | goldmanfin@gmail.com | 
407.269.2000 Cell

COLLEGE APPLICATION ASSISTANCE Rebecca Klein 
Affordable, stress-free, one-on-one assistance with all aspects with 
the college application process: College list development/review, 
extracurricular activity resume, main essay & supplemental essay 
development/editing, application review prior to submission. 
Hourly rate. Free initial consultation. 
rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com 
305-775-4085  | www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

JENNIFER WARREN MEDWIN, MS, CDC
Certified Divorce Coach, Supreme Court of Florida Family Mediator, 
and Certified Marital Mediator
Seeking Empowerment: Clarity through Partnership, LLC
Empowering individuals & couples to take practical, efficient, &
solution-based steps to negotiate or dissolve their marital relationship.
Pinecrest, FL 305-302-9777/www.seekingempowerment.com

DOMESTIC PLACEMENT SERVICES
  Class Act Nannies, LLC - Jennifer Warren Medwin
  Bilingual Candidates, Live-out or -in, nanny, housekeeper, chef, 
  driver, petsitter, elderly companion, babysitter, baby specialist, 
  24 hour care.
  11767 South Dixie Highway, # 404, Miami, FL 33156
  305.302.9777  |  www.ClassActNannies.com

MEDICARE ASSISTANCE - MATTHEW GOLD 
  As your personal advisor, I will simplify the Medicare enrollment 
  process. I can help you with Medicare Supplement plans, Medicare 
  Advantage plans and Part D Prescription Drug plans. My email is 
  Matt@medicarematt.com and my phone number is 305.215.7881. 
  For additional information,visit www.medicarematt.com.

ENGLISH SPECIALIST 
  EDITING, BUSINESS POETRY, OCCASION POETRY         
  Rita Fidler Dorn (Ricki) BS, MA.

Published author; works include The Joy of Jewish Holidays                                                                                                    
in Rhyme and Monica’s Chanukah & More. Expert editing of                                                                                        
manuscripts. Writing workshops on grief, memoir, and                                                                                                      
poetry construction.  abbasone@att.net

MOHEL - CERTIFIED REFORM MOHEL - BRIS 
DOCTOR, JASON JAMES, M.D.
  Dr. Jason James is a board-certified Ob/Gyn and a certified reform 
  mohel  through the National Organization of American Mohalim 
  (NOAM). Providing a family-centered focus for a beautiful, inclusive 
  ceremony  for your son’s bris (brit milah).  
  305.778.5157  |  facebook.com/brisdoctor

ESTATE SELLING BY RITA  
  If you have a home to liquidate, Estate Sales by Rita is for you!
  My team and I do all the work.
  Will buy gold and silver! 
  Excellent references.
  Rita Diaz 305.323.9322  |  ilovestores@aol.com

CENTURY RISK ADVISORS - 
PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE 

Family owned and operated local insurance agency providing 
businesses and individuals with Property Insurance and Risk 
Management Solutions.  Contact us for a complimentary review.
David Josefsberg 305.987.4653   dj@centuryra.com
Gary Reshefsky 305.962.4919   gary.reshefsky@centuryra.com
Personal Insurance  |  Commercial Insurance  |  Employee Benefits

GYNECOLOGY & WOMEN’S HEALTH
  Randye Karmin, M.D.
  Town Center One At Dadeland
  8950 SW 74th Ct., Ste. 1705, Miami, FL 33156
  305.670.0010  |  www.miamiwomencare.com

THERAPIST - Licensed Marriage & Family Therapy
  Michal Keshen-Philips, MA, MS.Ed, LMFT
  5825 Sunset Drive, Suite 301, South Miami, Florida 33143
  Cellular:  305.724.4592
  Office:  305.275.2056

TO PLACE YOUR PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORY LISTING HERE, 

PLEASE CONTACT
RITA DIAZ AT 

RDIAZ@TBAM.ORG
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ARE YOU A PELOTON 
OWNER OR USER OF 
THE PELOTON APP?
Join our  

TBAMPeloFam!
Follow us on Facebook where we will share 
milestones, recommend rides or classes that 
we love, ask questions, post funny memes, and 
support one another on our fitness journeys.

Be sure to add our hashtag on your Peloton 
profile so that we can ride live together!

TOGETHER WE GO FAR

Interested in learning more about clean 
eating, but not sure where to start?

Temple Beth Am invites you to check out our 
newest initiative, which seeks to provide 
resources and support for making better 
choices to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Join your fellow congregants as we 
embark on this health journey together!

Follow us on FaceBook at @TBAMPB&J  
for updates, and to learn how to get involved!

Getting Healthy Together
PB&J PLANT  

BASED  
AND  
JEWISH
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LOCATION 
7815 SW 104TH St.
Miami, FL

SALES 
1-877-579-0775
Mon.-Fri. 9am - 8pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Sun. 11am - 5pm

SERVICE 
1- 866-372-8217
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 7pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. Closed

WilliamsonCadillac.com ©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

W I L L I A M S O N  I S  M I A M I

The Commentator is sent to over 1,600 member households every month, 
and reaches thousands more digitally. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
Commentator advertiser, please email Rita Diaz 

at rdiaz@tbam.org or call her 786.364.9434.

ADVERTISE WITH US!

HAPPY
PASSOVER

COMMENTATOR
NISANNIYAR 5783

HAPPY
PASSOVER

FOR A LISTING

OF ALL 
PASSOVER 
SERVICES AND 

CELEBRATIONS 
PAGES 12213

CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE HUB!

PAGE 9

APRIL, 2023
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phone: +1 (786) 673-5252

website: miamiallsmiles.com

address: 1340 South Dixie Highway #100, Miami FL 33146

Roberta G. Mandel, Esq.
Managing Partner

8925 S.W. 148th Street, Suite 200
Miami, Florida 33176
Tel: 305-233-5041
Fax: 305-233-5042
roberta@mandellawgroup.com

Not intended to solicit currently listed property. © Compass Florida, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. All 
information furnished regarding property for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed 
reliable, but Compass makes no warranty or representation as to the accuracy thereof. All property 
information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and 
withdrawal of the property from the market, without notice.

Make the most of today’s
real estate market

Bea Citron + Jenna Citron Pinchuk 
Team Citron | Principals | Realtors

Scan here
to connect 
with us today.

If you’ve been thinking about leveraging today’s real estate 
market, we’d love to help you determine how to maximize 
the value of your home. We’re thrilled to offer our clients the 
amazing power of Compass Concierge - the hassle-free way 
to prepare and sell your property for more money by
transforming your home with zero upfront costs.

With Concierge, you don’t have to pay any out-of-pocket 
expenses for home improvement services like painting, staging, 
flooring and more (even impact windows!). When your home 
sells, you simply pay back the cost of the services at Closing.

If you’re interested in getting the most out of this market, 
please reach out today.

305.606.7993 | Bea 
305.606.9267 | Jenna
teamcitron@compass.com

BEFORE AFTER
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
CONSULTING & ASSISTANCE

Rebecca Klein
 

Affordable, personalized, and stress-free consulting 
& assistance with all things college admissions:

 College List Development/Review, Extracurricular Resume, 
Main Essay and Supplemental Essay(s) Development/editing, 

Application Management. Hourly rate. 

Free Initial Consultation.
 www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com
(305) 775-4085



Commentator August 2023 •  Page 50

A Focus on the Highest Level of Quality and Trust
Let Our Family Care 

For Your Family

Dr. Jack Cohn
Dr. Adam Cohn
Dr. Aaron Cohn

We provide Preventive,
Restorative, and

Cosmetic Dentistry for all ages!

305-598-1428
9840 SW 77 Ave, Suite 201

Miami, FL 33156

www.smilemiami.com
smilemiamidental@bellsouth.net
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LOVED FOR OUR SERVICE 
 KNOWN FOR OUR RESULTS  

4 6 01 PONCE DE LEON BLVD. ,  COR AL G ABLE S ,  FL 3314 6 
305.520.5420   .     LOWELLINTERNATIONALRE ALT Y.COM

lowellinternationalrealty lowellintrealty

EXPERIENCE IS 
EVERYTHING

 
Lani brings 30 years of experience 

to the table in luxury real estate.

When it comes to finding the perfect 
buyer for your home or the perfect 
house for you, Lani & her team are 

the most skilled at advising & 
executing.

Lani Kahn Drody
Broker | Owner
305.216.1550

#ChooseLowell

Dr. Taryn Dubin, MD
Concierge-style Pediatrician

7300 SW 62nd Place, Penthouse West
South Miami, FL 33143

305.661.1962 
sunsetpediatrics.net 
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GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 
FAMILY OWNED - SINCE 1932 

BUCHWALD 
JEWELERS SINCE 1932 

Seybold Arcade Jewelry Center 
36 N.E. First St., Suite 123
Miami, Florida 33132 

305-373-LOVE (5283)
buchwaldjewelers.com

Free Customer Valet Parking Jeffrey Buchwald 
Marc Buchwald

Full-service, residential interior 
design firm by sister-duo 

Samantha Viski-Hánka + Rebecca Hölljes 
Info@SamSaraInt.com / @SamanthaSaraInteriors



Page 53



Commentator August 2023 •  Page 54



Page 55



PERIODICAL
 POSTAGE 

PAID
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The Janetz”l and Richard Yulman Campus
5950 N. Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156

COMMENTATOR

On Miami’s most beautiful Senior campus, no one just sits around.
Located in the heart of Kendall, 
there’s a luxurious park-like 
campus offering everything every 
Senior wants and needs.

If you’re a Senior, or you just love 
one, now is the season to visit 
The Palace Suites and discover 
the carefree Independent Living 
Community that wins awards 
from the experts, and a heart-felt 
“thank you” from all of 
our families.

This is the South Florida indoor-
outdoor living that many of our 
residents have enjoyed most of 
their lives. Boasting an exciting 
schedule of special events, college 
lectures with The University of 
Miami, and lively social gatherings 
— not to mention 5-star dining 
and luxurious surroundings — 
every day is a day to enjoy.

Book your visit at 305.271.2220 
or www.ThePalace.org.

Luxury Living for Seniors

11377 SW 84th Street, Miami, FL 33173


