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SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023
9:00 AM          Torah Study
10:30 AM        Saturday Morning Minyan
5:30 PM          Bat Mitzvah of Lainey Salomon
 
Parashat Shemini
Leviticus 9:1 – 11:47
Haftarah II Samuel 6:1 – 7:17  

TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2023
27 Nisan – Holocaust Remembrance Day 
(Yom Hazikaron Lashoah)
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2023
30 Nisan – Rosh Chodesh
5:45 PM  How ’Bout Shabbat   
6:00 PM          Pre-Neg
6:30 PM          Kabbalat Shabbat Worship     
  Service  
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023
Rosh Chodesh
9:00 AM          Torah Study
9:00 AM  Sensory-Friendly Family   
  Shabbat Service
10:30 AM        Saturday Morning Minyan
10:30 AM        Bat Mitzvah of 
  Mikhaela Ramsay
5:30 PM          Bar Mitzvah of Devon Roy
 
Parashat Tazria-Metzora
Leviticus 12:1 – 15:33 
Haftarah II Kings 7:3 – 20 
[historic: Isaiah 66:1 – 24]
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2023
Israel Memorial Day (Yom Hazikaron)
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023
Israel Independence Day (Yom Ha’atzmaut)
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023
7 Iyar
6:00 PM          Pre-Neg
6:30 PM          Shabbat Worship 
  ft. Rambam 3rd Grade Students
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2023
9:00 AM          Torah Study
10:30 AM        Saturday Morning Minyan
10:30 AM        Bat Mitzvah of 
  Audrey Schwart
 
Parashat Acharei Mot-Kedoshim
Leviticus 16:1 – 20:27 
Haftarah Amos 9:7 – 15
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SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023 
Shabbat HaGadol
9:00 AM          Torah Study
10:30 AM       Saturday Morning Minyan
10:30 AM        Conservative Minyan – 
  Multi-Purpose Room

Parashat Tzav
Leviticus 6:1 – 8:36
Haftarah Malachi 3:4 – 24  
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023
14 Nisan
Erev Pesach – First Night of Passover 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2023
First Day of Passover 
15 Nisan
10:30 AM        First Day of Passover Festival Service,   
  Sanctuary
5:45 PM  Traditional Seder, Chapel, Lewis
  Family Religious Life Complex 
  Family Seder, Kislak Family Social Hall

FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2023
16 Nisan
6:00 PM          Pre-Neg
6:30 PM          Kabbalat Shabbat Worship

 
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2023
9:00 AM          Torah Study
10:30 AM        Saturday Morning Minyan
10:30 AM        Bar Mitzvah of Vince Frankel
 
Chol Hamoed Pesach
Exodus 33:12 – 34:26
Haftarah Ezekiel 37:1 – 14; Song of Songs is read

MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2023
19 Nisan
6:30 PM  Seder in the Garden, Faircild    
  Tropical Botanic Garden
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2023
20 Nisan
7:00 PM   Passover Serenity Service
  Seder Celebration, Kislak Family
  Social Hall

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2023
21 Nisan
10:30 AM        Passover Yizkor Service
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2023
23 Nisan
6:00 PM        Pre-Neg
6:30 PM          Shabbat Worship 
  ft. Rambam 1st Grade Students
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OPEN TO THE ENTIRE BETH AM COMMUNITY
Together, we built a better future!

Please join us to celebrate
the completion of our campus renovation with

 OF THE HUB

GRANDOpenng
The

SUNDAY

APRIL 2, 2023

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony (3:15 PM) 
Festive Community Celebration
Food, music, drinks, and family 
friendly entertainment! 
All new spaces will be showcased.

RSVP is a must. All ages welcome.
www.tbam.org/hub

Formal Dedication, Donor and 
Leadership Recognition 
Ceremony: The Frankel Family 
Performing Arts Center

RSVP is a must as seating is 
limited. www.tbam.org/hub

3–5 PM2–3 PM

The Hub, dedicated by Richard and Colleen Fain,
is our new state-of-the-art cultural, athletic and activity 
center, featuring:

-The Frankel Family Performing Arts Center
-The Poyastro Family Athletic Center
-The Havenick Family Outdoor Basketball Court
-The Lampen Sachar Outdoor Cultural Life Center-The Lampen Sachar Outdoor Cultural Life Center

If you are interested in making a  nancial contribution to our  Beyond the Curve Capital 
Campaign, or adding your family’s name to our Donor Wall in The Hub, please contact:

EVENT CHAIRS
Bill and Dilia Grossman, Kate Lampen-Sachar and Daniel Sachar

HOST COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Meredith Branciforte, Rooney Brodie, Jennifer Glasser,
Shelley Jacoby, Michelle Kramer, Michael Mautner, Edith Osman,
Jenna Citron Pinchuk, Matt Rieger, Rachel Schapiro
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From Strength to Strength
Rabbi Jeremy Barras
jbarras@tbam.org

Looking back on twenty years in the rabbinate, my career has 
evolved, and I believe so have I. As a young rabbi in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and then later in Ft. Myers, Florida, I yearned 
to be taken seriously as a teacher of Torah. I wanted my 
sermons and classes to be appreciated on a scholarly level, and 
I wanted to deepen my knowledge of Jewish text and tradition 
continually. I remember calculating my self-worth based on the 
comments and emails I would get about my performance and 
overanalyzing congregant reaction to my offerings. It was a 
frustrating process, but it ultimately helped me achieve some of 
my goals.
 
Today, two decades later, my approach to my career is much 
different. Of course, I want to do my very best each and every 
time I have the privilege of teaching or preaching, but my goals 
as I get older have shifted. The famed theologian Abraham 
Joshua Heschel once said, “When I was young, I admired clever 
people. Now that I am old, I admire kind people.” I think this 
rings true for me as well. When I was younger, I was amazed by 
people who had achieved great things, attended elite academic 
institutions, built businesses from scratch, or took risks to 
achieve their professional dreams. Those qualities are still 
enviable to me, but not as much as those who exhibit kindness, 
compassion, and empathy.
 
Perhaps it is the climate we are living in these days. The 
national discourse has become so toxic and confrontational that 
its seepage into our daily lives is unavoidable. The advent of 
a social media society has exacerbated the situation. Anyone 
who writes a column in any online forum is told to ignore 
the comments because the responses are often unnecessarily 
vitriolic and mean. I am not sure at what point it became 

normalized to speak to each other in such heated and distasteful 
ways, but it feels as if the way we treat each other and each 
other’s opinions has gone off the rails. Recently in Pinecrest, 
we saw an amendment that separated the neighborhood into 
“yes” and “no” people. It’s normal for a community to debate 
governance, but the discourse online turned harsh and ugly, and 
there were even some moments of antisemitism that made their 
way into the conversation. 
 
Quite simply, my goals have melded with the thinking of 
Heschel. I no longer yearn for compliments on sermons or 
classes like I did when I was younger. Now I hope that people 
will say, “He is kind.” That, to me, is much more gratifying 
feedback than anything else. I hope that kindness and empathy 
will again become a prerequisite for entering local, national, or 
social discourse. Clever people are still needed to help solve our 
world’s ills and serve as leaders of our communities. However, 
in place of large egos and personalities, we would do better to 
revere kind and decent people who make us feel good about 
each other and the milieus in which we live. I think all of us 
should yearn for people to say that we are kind. That is the best 
compliment you can get!

L’shalom,

 
Rabbi Jeremy Barras

If There is One Thing I Have Learned…

 Lunch ’n Learn with Rabbi Barras
Tuesday,  April 4 at 12:00 PM in the Chapel

THE MESSIANISM OF THE SEDER
  

RSVP to Janice Baisman at jbaisman@tbam.org to let us know if you are coming!
Light snacks will be provided, feel free to bring your own lunch!
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The Haggadah reads, “In every generation, it is our duty to 
consider ourselves as if we had come forth from Egypt.” On 
April 5th, we will gather at our dining room tables and retell the 
Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and journey toward the promised 
land. We are commanded to tell this story as if it happened 
directly to us. The themes of perseverance, renewal, and freedom 
are timeless messages relevant to every generation. We all have 
our personal and family stories of immigration and rebirth. 

This year, I invite you to integrate your family story into your 
Passover Seder. Take a few moments and reflect or journal on the 
following questions:

1.   Where does your family come from?
2.   What did your parents overcome to give you and your   
      siblings/children a better life?
3.   What challenges do you hope to overcome to give your 
      children a better life?
4.   What has your family left behind to reach the promised land?
5.   Was there a miracle or miracles that led to your family being 
      able to reach a promised land?
6.   What legacy did your ancestors leave you? How will you 
      continue their legacy?
7.   What legacy do you hope to leave? 
8.   What family stories are passed on about your ancestors? 
9.   What traditions did your parents/grandparents/great-
      grandparents pass on? 

Now that you have some inspiration, think about places in the 
Seder where you can retell your family story. 

What ten plagues did your family survive?
During the plague section, add the plagues that your ancestors 
survived and empty a few more droplets of wine to remember 
and honor their struggles. 

Write a modern Dayeinu.
We sing Dayeinu at every Seder. Dayeinu means “it would have 
been enough.” It would have been enough for the Israelites if 
they escaped freedom; God goes further and gives them Torah. 
It would have been enough if they were given Torah; God goes 
further and brings them to Israel. Reflect on what miracles 
happened to your family and add them to your communal 
recitation of Dayeinu. 

Add a family artifact or heirloom to your Seder table 
that exemplifies messages of freedom, legacy, and 
rebirth.
Reflect on what these items represent and symbolize in your 
family’s story and how they have shaped who you are today.

Create an artistic interpretation of the Seder Plate. 
Think about what each of these items represents and 
symbolizes in your journey.

Have a discussion or use photos, collages, drawings, and 
journaling to recreate a family version of the seder plate. 
● Beitza/Egg (Rebirth) - What lifecycle moment impacted your 
   family and allowed you to experience rebirth? What is new 
   for you this year? What are you looking forward to? 
● Maror/Bitter Herbs - What difficulties exist in your family’s 
   story? Was there a moment when you felt bitter about an 
   experience? 
● Karpas/Parsley (Spring) - When did your ancestors flourish?
   What is something you enjoyed and would like to bring back 
   to your life?
● Chazeret/Lettuce - What happened this year that was 
   difficult or annoying?
● Charoset/Mortar (sweetness) - What held your family 
   together? What gifts and legacies do they have? When have 
   you worked hard to build/create something?
● Zeroa/Shank bone (Sacrifice) - What sacrifices did your 
   ancestors make? What is an experience in which you gave 
   up something in order to make way for the future?

I look forward to learning about your family’s story. Please 
share any writing or photos with me. 

Chag Pesach Sameach
Have a Happy Passover!

This article is adapted from a teaching Rabbi Kempler and I led 
for the Beth Am Moms group.

Cantor Tifani Coyot

clergy corner
Senior Cantor Tifani Coyot
tcoyot@tbam.org

Making Passover Meaningful: 
Integrating our Personal Stories into the Seder
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M e s s a g e 
from the

p r e s i d e n t
David Young
dyoung@tbam.org 

One of the core principles of Reform Judaism is our yearning to repair 
the world. And here at Beth Am, we believe we can.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks said, “Optimism and hope are not the same. 
Optimism is the belief that the world is changing for the better; hope 
is the belief that, together, we can make the world better. Optimism 
is a passive virtue, hope an active one. It needs no courage to be an 
optimist, but it takes a great deal of courage to hope.” 

Maybe it’s fitting that Israel’s National Anthem is Hatikvah, which 
translates to “the Hope.”

Our hope at Beth Am is quite active. Throughout the year, we are 
constantly helping those in need. We feed the hungry, clothe the 
homeless, and arrange housing for those traveling from Pakistan and 
Ukraine; Beth Am has a social conscience. And there is one special day 
where all our actions merge: Mitzvah Day. 

This year had an unfortunate twist. The day before our Mitzvah Day, 
antisemites around the United States declared a “National Day of Hate.” 
Sadly, the number of antisemitic attacks has been rising at an alarming 
rate. We, as Jews, must always be vigilant. But we cannot allow those 
ignorant, hateful individuals to distract us from what we do best. And 
what we do best is work together to help those in need. And so we did, 
the very next day.

Many in our congregation embody what Rabbi Sacks discussed—having 
hope and, together, working actively to make the world better. A 
special thank you goes to our Tikkun Olam Committee and Mitzvah 
Day Chair, Rebecca Holljes, and co-chair, Tina Forster. Their 
extraordinary leadership made this year’s Mitzvah Day the biggest one 
yet.

For the last four years, we have been blessed to have Judy Cowan 
as the Vice President of Tikkun Olam. She has given her heart to our 
community. Our current recording secretary, Shelley Jacoby, is the 
immediate past chair of the Tikkun Olam Committee. Shelley is the 
quintessential leader. Shelley and Judy deserve a great big thank you 
from all of us. Rabbi Rachel Greengrass is our constant guiding light, 
inspiring us all to make the world better. Tamara Donnenfeld, our 
Religious School Director, instills in her students the value of respect 
for our community and the world. Tamara encourages hundreds of 
young people to care and to hope.

It really does take a village to be so successful. And for Mitzvah Day, 
we had an outstanding village. Our team put together over 26 projects 
with over 500 volunteers. Wow!!! I want to acknowledge the following:

LEAP – Jaimie Scheiner & Jillian Shepard
Patches – Jennifer Resnick

Food Rescue – Shelley Jacoby
Ronald McDonald House – Judi Gampel
Camillus House – Brittany Addams
Chapman Partnership – Lisa Heller Green & Monica Warman
Blood Drive – Susan Rosenthal & Pam Misrahi
Book Donations – Jeff Rosenberg, Brenda Kilmer, 
  & Janice Baisman
Boys and Girls Club – Favi Budyszewick
Buddy System – Jacki Altman
Casa Valentina – Carol Flicker
Deering Estates – Danny & Marty Elfenbein
Friends of IDF – Hagit Fefferman & Miriam Zadock
JAFCO – Jennifer Diemar, Melissa Ginsburg, 
  & Stephie Goldman
JCS Kosher Food Bank/Milam’s Food – Rooney Brodie 
  & Laura Greer Haim
Lotus House – Caroline Miller
Knit and Crochet – Anne Becker & Susan Fusfield
Lighthouse for the Blind – Tina Forster & Rachel Turetsky
Miami Rescue Mission – Rachel DeLevie-Orey & Brooke Laskin
Miami Waterkeepers – Lindsey & Todd Friedman
Redland Dog Sanctuary – Henry Greengrass
The Garden – Gregory Frankel & Susan Fusfield
Tikva Children’s House – Jennifer Warren Medwin
Voices for Children – Kadie Black
Whispering Manes – Tori Andre & Stacy Andre

I would be remiss if I did not thank our custodial and facilities staff. 
I witness these remarkable men and women, under the leadership of 
Sharon Levi, coordinate all the activities in our synagogue. They are 
amazingly dedicated, and we are truly grateful.

Speaking of Sharon, he is an invaluable partner. His resources in 
law enforcement, and the training he does with our security team, 
convinced me that, whatever mishigas was going on with the “National 
Day of Hate,” we would be okay. It was important to show our 
community (and prove to the world) that no one will stop the work 
we do so well here at Temple Beth Am. Remember, Rabbi Sacks said it 
takes great courage to hope. We have that courage (along with a great 
deal of security and advanced safety planning).

Giving hope to those in our community who are in need is the best way 
to combat evil and fight against those who want to oppress us. Love 
truly does win.

Way to go, Beth Am. Being president of such an actively engaged and 
hopeful congregation is an honor.

David Young
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HENRY

WITH MUCH JOY AND 
HAPPINESS

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN 
US AS OUR SON

HENRY GREENGRASS

חיים יצחק
IS CALLED TO THE
TORAH AS A
BAR MITZVAH

5.6.23
5:00 PM

RSVP
TBAM.ORG/HENRY

TEMPLE BETH AM
5950 N Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156

RACHEL & JOHN

BAR MITZVAH



Tzedakah is one of our most important traditions – an obligation to give, each in our own way, 
to help others.  It is what makes us a strong, a united and a just people.  

Thank you for supporting Temple Beth Am on the Committee of 100 levels and making 
membership aaordable to all.

*All foods served will be kosher for Passover by Michael Meltzer Catering

Please RSVP at tbam.org/committeeof100
or Rita Diaz at 786-364-9434 | rdiaz@tbam.org

TUESDAY
APRIL   ,     

  PM     PM 
 

AT TEMPLE BETH AM
THE HUB

Join members of your community, clergy, and 
professionals for a cocktail reception in honor of the 
Committee of 100, President’s Honor Circle, Rabbi’s 
Honor Circle, Circle of Blessing and Circle of Life 
participants.

Reception

Commentator April 2023 •  Page 8
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happening at

THE HUB

MAMES BABEGENUSH

ISRAELI CINEMA FEST WHO KNOWS ONE MODI IN MIAMI

HOSTED BY MAGEN DAVID ADOM

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TEMPLE BETH AM

22
APRIL

02
APRIL

13
APRIL

09
MAY

GRAND OPENING OF THE HUB

COMMITTEE OF 100 LAWYERS WITHOUT RIGHTS

APRIL-MAY, 2023

27-30
APRIL

The Hub

11
APRIL

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND TICKETS VISIT TBAM.ORG/THEHUB

03
MAY
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PASSOVER
SERVICES, SEDERS & CELEBRATIONS

Temple Beth Am will have various Passover services, Seders and celebrations
throughout the holiday!  

Please join us for one or all of them!

PASSOVER BEGINS AT SUNDOWN ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023
AND CONTINUES THROUGH SUNDOWN ON THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023

FAMILY SEDER
THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH, 5:45 PM
Social Hall,
Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

This interactive Seder features activities This interactive Seder features activities 
for children of all ages, but specifically 
geared toward elementary and early 
childhood-aged children. Make memories 
with the whole family as we find creative 
ways to fulfill the mitzvah of telling the 
Passover story.

TRADITIONAL SEDER
THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH, 5:45 PM

 Chapel,
Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

For those looking for
a more traditional Passover experience, a more traditional Passover experience, 

we invite you to the Chapel for an 
engaging and educational

Seder dinner led by
Rabbi Jeremy Barras.

$54 for Adults, $18 for Children ages 6-15, Free for children 5 and under
Register at tbam.org/passoverseder

SECOND NIGHT COMMUNITY PASSOVER SEDER

RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL PASSOVER 
CELEBRATION DAY
SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND

april
02

april
05

april
06

EREV PESACH, FIRST 
NIGHT OF PASSOVER
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH

FIRST DAY OF PASSOVER FESTIVAL SERVICE
THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH

10:30 AM
Chapel, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex



PASSOVER
YIZKOR SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12TH

10:30 AM
Sanctuary

MIAMI JEWS SEDER IN THE GARDEN
MONDAY, APRIL 10TH

6:30 PM
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

This engaging Passover experience designed for 
young professionals includes cocktails
(and mocktails), Passover-themed activities, (and mocktails), Passover-themed activities, 
and an interactive Seder with delicious food. 

Follow us at
@miamijews on Instagram for more info!

TEMPLE BETH AM’S RECOVERY
THROUGH A JEWISH LENS
3RD ANNUAL PASSOVER SERENITY
SEDER CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, APRIL 11TH

7:00 PM
Chapel, Lewis Family Religious Life ComplexChapel, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

On Passover we celebrate our people’s 
liberation from slavery. At Our Passover 
Serenity Seder, we celebrate with family and 
friends as we honor our redemption from 
addictions.

Join us for a meaningful, musical and delicious Join us for a meaningful, musical and delicious 
evening.
Everyone is welcome.

$20 for Adults
Free for children 12 and under

Register at tbam.org/recoveryseder

april april
10

april
12

11
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LAWYERS
WITHOUT RIGHTS
Erosion of Rights: From the Holocaust to the Present – Can It Happen Here?

As a part of Temple Beth Am's unBIASed Initiative, we are introducing 
thought-provoking programs designed to address today’s issues 
relating to rising antisemitism and other forms of bias. 
 
It is an honor to host this compelling new exhibit, the  rst to be It is an honor to host this compelling new exhibit, the  rst to be 
featured at The Hub!  In partnership with the American Bar 
Association and The Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer (German Federal 
Bar), the Lawyers Without Rights exhibit will educate our 
community about the erosion of the rule of law through the lens of 
the tragic fate of Jewish lawyers in Nazi Germany after 1933.

The 25-panel exhibit depicts the humiliation, degradation and purge The 25-panel exhibit depicts the humiliation, degradation and purge 
of roughly 5000 Jewish lawyers from the German legal system.  
 

Their only “crime” was their Jewish ancestry.  Despite the fact that 
the German legal system had a long history of strongly supporting 
the rule of law, rampant antisemitism became the policy of the Nazi 
government, and German democracy was destroyed.
 
When rule of law becomes replaced with rule by law, the rights and When rule of law becomes replaced with rule by law, the rights and 
dignity of selected populations can be easily swept away.  We must 
ask: how did this happen so quickly?  What is the relevance of this 
exhibit to current trends in the free world?  What are the lessons for 
us today? 

PLEASE JOIN US on April 13 for the opening of the exhibit and an 
evening of interactive discussion with our experts.

Temple Beth Am’s unBIASed initiative seeks to address antisemitism and all forms of 
hate in our community through events, learning opportunities, partnerships,
youth engagement, editorials in community newspapers, social media, and more.

THE FRANKEL FAMILY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
THE HUB AT TEMPLE BETH AM

THURSDAY

7:00 PM
APRIL 13TH

WINE AND CHEESE RECEPTION IMMEDIATELY TO FOLLOW.
RSVP at tbam.org/lawyerswithoutrights

ANDREAS SIEGEL
German Consulate General

of Miami

BRIAN SIEGAL
Director,

Miami and Broward
American Jewish
Committee (AJC)

EDITH OSMAN
Former President of the Florida 
Bar, 2nd Generation Survivor,
VP Events at Temple Beth Am, 
ADL Executive Committee

RABBI JEREMY BARRAS
Senior Rabbi,

Temple Beth Am

HON. SCOTT BERNSTEIN
Uni ed Children’s Court Division 
Circuit Judge, Longtime Legal 

and Judicial Educator

FEATURING OUR ESTEEMED GUEST SPEAKERS:



Tamara Donnenfeld
Director of Lifelong Learning
tdonnenfeld@tbam.org

My name is Ellie Rosenwald. I am a 
ninth-grade student and a part of the 
BAFTY board. Growing up in New 
York City, I had a dog. This dog became 
my best friend, as I took my first steps 
with him beside me and would read 
to him every night before I went to 
sleep. As I grew older, I learned that 
this special experience was not very 
common. I learned that there were 
animals in shelters who did not have 
a family to love and take care of them. 

I wanted to try and make a difference and so my experience 
with philanthropy began. To “celebrate” my eighth birthday, I 
partnered with my local ASPCA to host a tour with friends of 
the facility and visit with the shelter animals.  Instead of the 
usual birthday gifts, I asked my friends to consider making a 
donation to the ASPCA. Together, we raised over one thousand 
dollars! I realized philanthropy takes on many forms.  Raising 

funds for important causes and also educating and motivating 
others to get involved as well. In the following years, there 
were many bake sales, garage sales, and work with several 
community organizations.  

When I first moved to Miami, it was hard to find ways to 
continue with philanthropy.  It was post-pandemic, and I was 
new to the community. However, joining BAFTY opened me 
up to a wonderful community of eager and active peers and 
educators who share my enthusiasm for philanthropy. One 
thing I really love about BAFTY is that you are never alone. 
I gained not only friendships, but valuable leadership skills 
as well. I encourage all temple-members to join BAFTY! This 
year, I am also a part of the Camp Jenny campaign to help raise 
money to make the camp experience available to underserved 
children. Camp Jenny provides children with nutritious meals, 
encouragement for the future, love, and support, while they 
enjoy fun summer activities! As I continue to grow older, I hope 
my impact on the community grows with me.

A Sincere Todah…

We acknowledge the Greater Miami Jewish Federation for its support of our Religious School. 
Through its Congregrational School Scholarship Fund, we are able to extend a quality Jewish 
education to all families, regardless of their ability to pay.  We are truly one community that 
provides myriad ways to express and articulate our Jewish identities.  We appreciate this funding 
initiative from the GMJF.

FEATURING OUR YOUNG LEADERS
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Sumiko Zayon
Youth Engagement Director

szayon@tbam.org

Every year our Temple Beth Am senior youth group, BAFTY, 
and other youth groups in other regions of the United States, 
have come together to raise money for Camp Jenny. “Camp 
Jenny was founded in the spring of 1988 in memory of Jenny 
Rosenthal. The purpose of this program would be to provide a 
weekend at Camp Coleman for underprivileged children who 
have never had the chance to go to summer camp.”

Our teens are blessed with so many opportunities and we are 
grateful for that but as educators, we want our teens to embrace 
the concept of thankfulness by helping them to connect to 
something greater than themselves. Contributing to a larger 
cause will empower our teens and our society as a whole. 

Our Youth group BAFTY is asking for your support. Your 
contribution will not only help make so many kids’ dreams 

come true but support us in teaching our teens important values 
such as tzedakah, chesed, and tikkun olam. If you can, support 
the youngest leadership of Temple Beth Am! Please read the 
philanthropic story of Ellie, one of our BAFTY Board members. 
At BAFTY we give our teens the chance to grow as leaders and 
to make a difference. Please support them and make your own 
difference in our community.

Sumiko Zayon

THE BENEFITS OF YOUTH PHILANTHROPY
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Save The Date for Our Next
Sensory-Friendly Family Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 22, 2023 
9:00 -10:00 AM

Library in the Rambam Day School Building
 

Geared toward children with sensory 
processing disorders, but open to all! 

We invite you to join us on 
Shabbat morning for an 

abbreviated service featuring soft music, dim 
lighting and comfortable seating.

Questions? Contact Michele Kaplan 
at michelemkaplan@yahoo.com

Pam and Howard Wolofsky on the birth of grandson Cody 
Mack Deitch and grandaughter Resse Harper Feinberg.

MAzel Tov TO...

Ben and Hallie Prigal
Brennan and Lauren Gumerove and Brynn
Fausto Andrade and Ali Coll
Frances Salbarrey
Matthew McKinney and Torie Crown  
Kathleen Warman and Chelsie Wallen
Oren and Nicki Mandelbaum
Leon and Alyssa Mandler 
Alan and Melissa Seifer, Michael and Lee

new members



Please encourage 
your children to 

dress as Mickey or 
Minnie!!

WE
WILL HAVE
A SURPRISE 

GUEST!

FRIDAY
APRIL 21, 2023

5:45 PM

HOW ‘BOUT’
SHABBAT 

Temple Beth Am…the happiest place on earth invite 
you to a special shabbat featuring Mickey Mouse and 

Minnie Mouse!   

Enjoy a fun family Shabbat officiated by our very own
Rabbi Rachel Greengrass and Cantor Tifani Coyot.

This will be a special Disney evening.
A delicious catered dinner, a wine bar for parents and A delicious catered dinner, a wine bar for parents and 
grandparents, a special arts and crafts project for our little 
ones and special photo props for you to remember this 

Shabbat with your family.

RSVP A MUST – www.tbam.org/mickey

For more information, 
call Rita at  786.364 9434

DINNER
$26 Adults

$15 Children 

Page 19
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MAZEL TOV B'NAI MITZVAH
Vince Frankel
April 8, 2023
Vince is currently a 7th grader at Ransom Everglades. His passion for culture extends to music, art, 
food and sneakers! He’s an adventurous young man who is always ready to try new cuisine, new 
locations and new sports. He’s the captain of his own ship, and his parents Alexandra and Greg, 
and his younger brother Ryder, couldn’t be prouder or more excited for what lies ahead. 

Lainey Salomon
April 15, 2022 
Lainey is a 7th grade student at Ransom Everglades. She enjoys traveling, volleyball, spending time 
with friends and family and especially, her dog, Kiki.  Lainey’s mitzvah project theme was hunger – 
she prepared and delivered food to The Miami Bridge and the residents at Camillus House.  Lainey is 
kind, smart, funny, social and a thoughtful sister and daughter.  Her parents, Wendy and Peter, and 
brother Max are so proud of her and look forward to celebrating her special day.

Mikhaela Ramsay
April 22, 2023 
Mikhaela is a 7th grade student at Arvida Middle School. Her interests include reading, birdwatch-
ing, and hiking. Her accomplishments include establishing a Pine Rockland garden at Arvida Middle 
School.  She hopes to be an ornithologist one day. Her parents, Gita and David, and her siblings, 
Joshua and Ginella, are very proud of her and excited to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah.

Devon Roy 
April 22, 2023
Devon, a 7th grader at Gulliver Prep, has an immense passion for sports and has participated in 
Football, Track and Field, Beth Am Basketball and Howard Palmetto Baseball. He is a top student 
and a National Junior Honor Society member. For his Mitzvah project, Devon is volunteering at 
The Friendship Circle.  He loves to have fun, but he also works hard and has a kind and respectful 
demeanor. His parents Jamie and Dylan and brothers Rex and Trey can’t wait to celebrate his Bar 
Mitzvah!

Audrey Schwart
April 29, 2023
Audrey is a 7th grader at GW Carver Middle. She is a wonderful student, friend, sister, and daugh-
ter. Audrey enjoys cooking/baking, traveling, basketball, and summers at Blue Star Camps. She 
adores her cat, Biggie. Audrey’s parents, David and Melissa, and sister Nathalie are proud of her 
and excited to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah!
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DAY School
Nora Anderson, M.S., M.Ed.
Head of School
nanderson@tbam.org

Passover is a time in which we celebrate the liberation of 
the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt. It is a holiday 
that is steeped in history, tradition, and symbolism, and it 
is observed by Jews all over the world. For Rambam Day 
School students, Passover is a time for reflection, renewal, 
and redemption, and it provides an opportunity to explore 
the concept of courage and how it relates to the human 
experience.

During the month of Nisan, Rambam students will study 
the middah of courage. Courage is particularly relevant to 
Passover. Throughout the holiday, we remember how Moses 
dared to stand up to Pharaoh and demand his people’s 
freedom, even when it seemed like an impossible feat. We 
recognize the courage of the Israelites, who were willing to 
leave the familiar and venture out into the unknown despite 
their fear and uncertainty. They had the courage to trust in 
G-d and follow his lead, even when the path was difficult 
and fraught with danger. This theme of courage is reflected 
in many aspects of the Passover Seder as well. As we retell 
the story of the Exodus, our Seders include symbolic foods 
and rituals that highlight different aspects of the story and 
encourage reflection on the theme of courage.

Our students are at a stage in their lives where they are 
developing a sense of self and their place in the world. 
Children in both early childhood and elementary school are 
constantly being introduced to new concepts and situations 
that may be unfamiliar or intimidating. Encouraging them 
to be courageous can help them face these challenges with a 
positive attitude and a willingness to learn. It can help them 
build confidence, resilience, and determination. 

As we know from Moses, it can often require much courage 
to speak up for oneself. As children interact with peers and 
adults, they, too, may encounter situations where they need 
to speak up for themselves or others. Having the courage 
to express their thoughts and feelings can help them build 
healthy relationships, develop social skills, and become 
effective advocates for themselves and others, just as Moses 
did. 

Additionally, young children often have fears and anxieties, 
such as a fear of the dark or a fear of trying new things. The 
Passover story teaches them that courage can help them 
overcome these fears and build resilience. Despite the harsh 
treatment they endured as enslaved people in Egypt, it took 
great trust and bravery for the Israelites to follow Moses 
out of Egypt and into the wilderness, leaving behind their 
homes and their sense of familiarity. By sharing these stories 
and encouraging our children to be courageous, parents and 
teachers can help children take healthy risks and explore 
new opportunities.

We can learn many lessons from the story of Passover. By 
instilling the value of courage in children at a young age, 
we can give them the skills they need to navigate challenges 
throughout their lives. 

Nora Anderson

FRIDAY, APRIL 14
5:30 PM

Teacher Appreciation Day/Kindergarten
and 5th Grade Service and Dinner

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
RAMBAM DAY SCHOOL

SHABBAT SERVICES!

FRIDAY, APRIL 28
5:30 PM

FRIDAY, MAY 5
5:30 PM

1st Grade Service and Dinner

3rd Grade Service and Dinner

 

These are community Shabbat
services and all are welcome!
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parade

 Join Miami’s Jewish Community as

Sunday, April 16 at 11:30 a.m.
Lummus Park (Ocean Drive and 5th Street) | Parade starts at 12 p.m.

Street parking limited 
 Ride-sharing is encouraged

For more information, please contact 
David Leviev at dleviev@gmjf.org or call 786.866.8487.

We March in the

If you, a family member or friend requires special accommodations 
to attend this program, please let us know. We will do our best to assist you.

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
Moj Khaghan Danial, Chair

Joshua Sayles, Director
David Leviev, Associate 

GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERATION  
Ariel Bentata, Chair of the Board 
Jacob Solomon, President & CEO 

Michelle Labgold, 

Registration deadline: �ursday, April 13th
Register at tbam.org/prideparade

Advance registration is required to march. 
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JOIN RABBI JAIME AKLEPI AND YOUR FRIENDS FOR A JEWISH TOUR OF A LIFETIME!

TEMPLE BETH AM’S
JEWISH HERITAGE RIVER CRUISE
HUNGARY | SLOVAKIA  | AUSTRIA  |  GERMANY
77NIGHT RIVER CRUISE ABOARD AMALEA MELODIES OF THE DANUBE

OCTOBER200292023

DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY 
SOME OF THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL CITIES WITH 

YOUR  TEMPLE BETH AM COMMUNITY!

TO REGISTER, CONTACT:
Rabbi Aklepi at 305.667.6667
or email  karen@britolamtours.com

Visit the spectacular Dohany 
Street Synagogue, Hungarian 
Jewish Museum and Tree of Life 
Holocaust Memorial when you 
venture to Budapest’s sprawling 
Jewish Quarter. This area boasts a 
variety of Jewish Hungarian 
restaurants, bakeries and shops. 
Alongside the river, you can also 
visit the deeply moving Shoes on 
the Danube memorial.

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE
Private Jewish heritage experiences for our group:

BUDAPEST
Learn about the history of the 
poignant Holocaust Memorial 
that stands in the center of Old 
Town, marking the site of the 
former Neolog Synagogue.
You may also pay your respects at You may also pay your respects at 
the Rabbi Chatam Sofer Memorial 
– exclusively available to custom 
groups.

BRATISLAVA
Visit Vienna’s historic Jewish 
Quarter. Marvel at the 
contemporary Memorial Against 
War and Fascism designed by 
Austrian sculptor Alfred Hrdlicka 
and journey through time at the 
Jewish Museum in Palais Eskeles, 
where you will see the 
foundations of the medieval 
synagogue.

10 hr excursion from the ship in 
Linz to Salzburg and back. Your 
excursion begins with a tour of 
Linz and its Jewish heritage with 
a visit inside the local synagogue. 
Then depart for Salzburg, where 
you will walk along traces of 
Jewish history and life. Fabulous 
accommodations and dining.

VIENNA LINZ/SALZBURG

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT TBAM.ORG/TBAMTOURS
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We are coming off of two months of extremely successful Sisterhood Programming: Ikebana and Torah 
Study, CPR, Members Mingle, Art and Lunch, Book Drive, Mitzvah Day at Casa Valentina, Book Club, 
Understanding Gender Identity, Writing and Poetry, and unBIASed. Thank you to all who participated 
with the creation and implementation of these Sisterhood events!  We have a few more exciting 
opportunities with which to enjoy each other in the coming months! Please look at our programming and 
photographic display.

Congratulations to Kadie Black and Genia Neuhaus on their election to the National Board of the WRJ. Congratulations to Kadie Black and Genia Neuhaus on their election to the National Board of the WRJ. 
We appreciate your dedication and commitment to Sisterhood at TBAM and to Jewish women 
throughout our country. We need the knowledge and skills that you are gaining, a result of networking 
and participation, that occurs at WRJ conferences.

Wishing everyone a memorable, spiritual and festive Pesach as we celebrate this holiday with family, 
friends, and community.

Warmly, 

  

Sisterhood President

& Friends
Dear Sisters

Susan Lampen
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Mosaic Master Class
THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH AT 5500 PM
Social Hall, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

Mosaic artist Robyn Abrams  Robyn worked 
with us last year to make gorgeous Miriam's 
Cups!! will teach us how to make a beautiful 
Hamsa to be completed in one evening. 
All levels of artistic abilities are welcome.All levels of artistic abilities are welcome.

Cost:  $36 per person
Bring your own dinner; Sisterhood will provide 
beverages.
Space is limited to 20 participants.
Register at tbam.org/hamsa

Celebrate

National Poetry Month! 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 AND WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12
10030 AM

Temple Beth Am Meeting Room 3

For more information and to register, visit:
tbam.org/poetry

POETRY WORKSHOPS WITH RICKI DORN

Sisterhood Book Club
THURSDAY, MAY 4 AT 7500 PM
Chapel, Lewis Family Religious 
Life Complex
“Lessons” by Ian McEwan
Ricki Dorn will lead this discussion

RSVP atRSVP at Lpfabry@gmail.com or 
gingerdurand@yahoo.com

Sisterhood Board Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 AT 7500 PM
Social Hall, Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

THURSDAY, MAY 18TH AT 7500 PM
Location TBD
All members welcome.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17TH

SISTERHOOD END OF THE YEAR EVENT

Save the Date  
Let’s Dine, Drink and Dance Y’all

36$ per person
RSVP at: tbam.org/endofyear
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As you read this article, the Men’s Passover Seder will have 
already been celebrated. Why would we plan the Seder before 
the actual dates of Passover? First of all, having Rabbi Barras 
there, just for the guys, is something special. We always have a 
great time and enjoy the camaraderie-not to mention that we 
can have dessert not allowed on Passover.

Every year we learn something new from Rabbi Barras, such as Every year we learn something new from Rabbi Barras, such as 
deeper meanings for certain prayers, traditional Passover 
foods, or how Jews from other countries celebrate Passover in 
unique and exciting ways. It’s a wonderful way for the men of 
TBAM to come together in brotherhood...it’s why we’re here.

We hope you’ll join us for upcoming April events hosted or We hope you’ll join us for upcoming April events hosted or 
co-sponsored by TBAM Brotherhood. These programs are open 
to men and women.

FAMILY SOCCER WATCH PARTY 
Saturday, April 29 at 7:30 PM (See below for all the details)

SUNDAY SALON: SCREENING OF DOCUMENTARY:
THE HUMAN TRIAL
Sunday, April 23 at 10:00 AM
(See page 33 for additional information)

Please also save the date for the Brotherhood General 
Membership meeting on May 17 and a wine-tasting event 
on June 11. More details to come.

For more information on these upcoming events, to pay for 
membership, and to register for our programs, visit us at 
tbam.org/brotherhood.

Yours in Brotherhood,

JEFFREY ROSENBERGJEFFREY ROSENBERG
President
TBAM Brotherhood

SATURDAY

APRIL 29
7:30 PM

CHAPEL, LEWIS FAMILY RELIGIOUS LIFE COMPLEX

QUESTIONS AND RSVP: BILL SUSSMAN BILLSUSSMAN18OUTLOOK.COMB
R
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FAMILY SOCCER WATCH PARTY
Calling all soccer fans to join us to cheer on our Miami team!

ALL DAY SCHOOL, RELIGIOUS SCHOOL, AND TBAM FAMILIES ARE WELCOME!



 tbam.org/peterpan

= JOIN US IN NEVERLAND FOR ONE OF OUR THREE PERFORMANCES =
SUNDAYSUNDAYTHURSDAY

Page 33

The Brotherhood of Temple Beth Am
will join us and share their knowledge of the 
Network of the National Library of Medicine and 
its local chapter at the University of Miami.
There, at UM, they are engaged in a remarkable 
Research Program called All of Us.

APRIL 23RD  ALL OF US 

RSVP online for all events at  
tbam.org/sundaysalon 

Adult Reading Room events are 
coordinated by Etta Gold MLS RJE, 

Congregational Librarian. 
Contact Etta at egold@tbam.org 

JOIN US at 10:30 A.M in the Chapel for a bagel, a coffee and a 
schmooze  or live streaming on tbam.org/streaming

In this presentation, we will be introduced to some of the All of Us team and view the 
documentary The Human Trial, which follows a groundbreaking clinical trial that peels .
back the headlines to show the sweat, passion, 
and sacrifice behind every breakthrough cure. 

We will have time for questions and answers, as 
well as much discussion.

PLEASE RSVP AT: tbam.org/sundaysalon
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Menachem Begin, 1913-1992
His story is a controversial one.  How was it possible that 
this ardent Zionist leader from Poland was able to survive the 
Nazi Holocaust, arrive in Israel in 1942, organize the militant 
Irgun organization that fought the British Mandate, and who 
was responsible for the bombing of the King David Hotel 
(headquarters for the British) to eventually become Prime 
Minister in 1977?

In 1948 Begin organized the right wing Herut Party and from 
that time forward he played an important part in the political 
life of the new nation. He was elected to the first K’nesset, and 
he remained a member for 35 years until 1984.  As leader of the 
opposition party, in 1965, he agreed to merge with the Liberals, 
which later became the Likud Party.  After the 1967 war, he 
agreed to form a National Unity government which lasted until 
1970.  After the 1973 War and the resignation of Golda Meir and 
Moshe Dayan, the Likud Party won a stunning victory in 1977, 
and Menachem Begin became Prime Minister for six years.
Begin was responsible for many advances in Israel’s progress 
as a developing nation.  He was committed to closing the 
gap between Ashkenazim and Sephardim communities.  In 
Operation Moses, he encouraged Ethiopian Jews to immigrate 
to Israel.  His most outstanding achievement was his ability to 
establish a relationship with Anwar Sadat of Egypt.  He invited 
him to Jerusalem, and Sadat came.  This was the beginning 
of the peace progress negotiations that led to the signing of 
the Peace Treaty, the Camp David Accords, September 17, 
1978.  Begin and Sadat were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1979.  Unfortunately, Sadat was assassinated in Egypt for 
making peace with Israel.  The Sinai Peninsula, which Israel had 
captured and controlled since 1967, was returned to Egypt.  The 
details of that Treaty can be found in government documents.  
To this day, the Treaty holds between the two countries.  In 
fact, Egypt and Israel cooperate in issues related to Hamas in 
Gaza. 

Begin frequently quoted from Pirke Avot:  “Who is a hero?  The 
one who makes an enemy a friend.”
Begin allowed the opening up of settlements in Judea and 
Samaria (the West Bank).  There was much disagreement about 
this policy that still continues today.  The Lebanon border was 
a constant issue of attacks in the northern communities.  Begin 
ordered Sharon to enter Lebanon in 1982 to solve this problem 
with the PLO.  Unfortunately, in this complicated battle, 
Sharon allowed the Christian Lebanese to kill those in the 
camps.  Sharon and Begin were disgraced by this invasion, and 
they both resigned.  Begin never recovered from that tragedy. 
Always a controversial leader, he was considered a man of 

principle who was dedicated to the survival of the Jewish People 
and the Jewish nation.

“I believe with all my heart that Israel belongs to the whole Jewish 
people and not only to those Jewish people who live in it.” - MB

L’Shalom,

Lenore Kipper 

Our Jewish Heritage
5783

Our Jewish Heritage
By Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE, Judaic Studies Director, Emerita

Journey to Israel 75:  Pioneers, Leaders, Builders
There have been many Prime Ministers during the past 75 years, beginning with David Ben Gurion in 1948 to Benjamin Netanyahu in 2023. Each 
one faced challenges and dilemmas to solve.  The Israeli form of government is complicated.  There are 120 seats in the K’nesset.  There are many 
political parties.  In order to become Prime Minister the leader needs a coalition of 61 seats.  Some years have had clear majorities, other years 
required a combination of different parties to reach the minimum. One of those Prime Ministers was able to negotiate a first Peace Treaty with 
Egypt. 

Headlines from the 1980 Commentators
In February, Rabbi Alex Schindler, President of the UAHC (now 
URJ), was invited to speak on February 1, in honor of the 25th 
anniversary of Temple Beth Am.  Rabbi Schindler was a strong 
voice for justice and peace.  He was born in Germany in 1925, 
came to U.S. and served in the Army during the war.  He was 
always a forceful speaker and never was afraid to speak out on 
controversial issues concerning Judaism, Israel and U.S. foreign 
policy.
The Beth Am Learning Center Building was dedicated on 
February 22.  The many donors who supported this achievement 
were honored. The new two story building was needed to provide 
new space for the expanding day school enrollment of 610, K-6.  
Over 200 attended the Havurah Retreat. Rabbi Chefitz began the 
Havurah program.  It continues to be a group of families that 
come together to celebrate, to study and become an extended 
family.
The Confirmation class of this year was one of the largest, 80 
students.  It was also a peak year of 1750 families for the Temple. 
One of those students was Janice Baisman, who received the 
Jeremiah Award for Achievement in Jewish studies.  Janice has 
been an administrative assistant at the Temple for many years.
Rabbi Mitchell Chefitz was honored in June for his service to the 
Temple for five years. In addition to the Havurah Program, he 
was responsible for enlarging our Adult Education classes and 
has engaged in all aspects of rabbinic responsibilities during his 
time with the Temple.  Part of the honor was requesting members 
to join ARZA, the American Reform Zionist Association that 
supports connection to the land and people of Israel through 
educational trips and projects.   
Rabbi Morton Hoffman joined the clergy staff in August.  His 
responsibilities included supervising the Hebrew Department of 
Religious School.  He contributed to leading services as a cantor 
as well.  
In December Rabbi Baumgard announced the publication of his 
book, Loving What is Close. It is a collection of talks he gave in the 
community during the 25 years of the history of Temple Beth Am.  
There is a copy in the Archives.
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ARE BACK!ARE BACK!

A GATOR SOCIAL GATHERING…OF FOLKS WHO HAVE A PASSION
FOR ALL THINGS GATOR
AND MAKE THEIR SPIRITUAL HOME AT TEMPLE BETH AM.  

Do you have a child at the University of Florida?
Are you parents of graduates from the University of Florida?
Are YOU an alumni of UF?
Join members of your Clergy, professional staa,Join members of your Clergy, professional staa,
and lay leaders and schmooze with other Gators!

If you are interested in joining us for the evening, please contact Rita Diaz at:  786-364-9434  |  rdiaz@tbam.org

AT THE HOME OF DAN AND APRIL STUZIN
MAY 4
THURSDAY 7:30   9:00 PM
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RABBI AKLEPI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jerry Berger in appreciation for your officiating at the 
  funeral of Shirley Berger and for Rylie Vento’s Bat 
  Mitzvah
The Cummings Family in memory of Ruth Leshaw, 
  with our continued love and respect to an outstanding
   family.  Our deepest sympathies and condolences
  Rhodele and Glenn Holzberg in appreciation of Rabbi
   Aklepi’s officiating at the baby naming
Sandra and Herb Koross in memory of Harry, Leroy 
  and Gerry Koross
Martin Levinson in loving memory of Dr. Dana 
  M. Levinson
Joseph H. Lowe in memory of Henry Osdoby and in 
  loving memory of Rae Lowe and Sam Lowe
Frances Salbarrey
The Wolf and Leshaw Families with sincere 
  appreciation and gratitude for officiating at mother’s 
  funeral

THE STEPHEN ARKY FAMILY CARING FUND
Marlin, Lisa and Todd, in loving memory of Steve Arky
  who is, and always will be, deeply in our hearts, with
   love and respect

LESLEE ARONOVITZ YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Shelly and Steven Brodie in loving memory of 
 Ruth LeShaw
Adrian and Ken Dubow in loving memory of 
  Ruth Leshaw
Adrian and Ken Dubow in loving memory of 
  Joseph Harvest
Adrian and Ken Dubow in loving memory of 
  Jocelyn Gerof
Adrian and Ken Dubow in loving memory of 
  Florence Farkas
Paul and Judith Korchin in loving memory of 
  Esther Korchin
Paul and Judith Korchin in loving memory of 
  Dr. Leo Korchin
Steven and Cindy Rudin in loving memory of 
  Arthur Rudin
Steven and Cindy Rudin in loving memory of 
  Ilene Rudin Schneiderman
Sherry Solowey in loving memory of Ruth Leshaw, 
  mother of Meredith Wolf

DR. MORTON M. AXLER SCHOLAR-IN-
RESIDENCE FUND
Wendy and Jonathan Baumgard in loving memory 
  of mother, Selma Baumgard
Wendy and Jonathan Baumgard in loving memory of
  father, Milton Ungar

Neil and Malka Webman Family Philanthropic Fund in
   memory of Dr. Mark Webman, Dr. Harold Webman 
  and Naomi Webman

RABBI BARRAS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Claire Alpert
Irma and Kalman Bass
Andrew and Marla Berman in memory of Lillian 
  Berman.  Thank you for all you have done for us 
  and our family.
Peter and Kerrin Bermont in memory of Iris Cutler
Lynn and Robert Bernstein in memory of 
  Richard Bernstein
Virginia Corin in memory of Morton Corin
Vicki and Neil Einhorn in memory of Joseph Harvest
Cheri Frantzman Eisenson in honor of Jeremy 
  Balson’s Bar Mitzvah
Joe and Rose Falowitz in loving memory of 
  Anna Faiwlowicz
Sandy Halpern in memory of Charlotte Brodie
Sandy and Jay Halpern in memory of Morris Rapport. 
  Our condolences to Lily and family.
Sandy and Jay Halpern in honor of Glenn Rozansky’s 
  birthday
Barbara Havenick in memory of Jayusia Bernstein
Susan and Edward Henkin with gratitude for your 
  warm welcome to our spiritual home
Jay and Joanne Koren with appreciation to Rabbi Barras
   for his support and officiating at Joseph Harvest’s 
  memorial service
Joanne and Jay Koren in memory of Charlotte Brodie
Betty McClaskey in appreciation to Rabbi Barras for 
  officiating at the beautiful and spiritual wedding of 
  Lisa McClaskey and David Kane
Adrienne Messing in memory of Jocelyn Gerof, 
  mother of Valerie Katz
Joseph Rubin in honor of Chelsea Rubin’s Bat Mitzvah
Frances Salbarrey
Jackie, Rich, Alison and Abby Siegel in memory of 
  Hilda Berkowitz, mother of Cookie Simon; with 
  deepest sympathy
Karen and Robert Zinn in loving memory of 
  Dr. Solomon Lanster

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
Franci Keyes in memory of Ruth Leshaw, loving 
  mother, grandmother and great grandmother
Franci Keyes in memory of my parents, Jack and 
  Vician Talbot
Pam and Richard Strassberg in memory of 
  Jocelyn Gerof

CORNERS OF OUR FIELDS SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Marlene Kaplan in memory of Hilda Berkowitz
Richard Siegel in memory of Lillian Berman
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CANTOR COYOT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Shelly and Steven Brodie in honor of Cantor Coyot

THE JOAN KRAMER GALLANT AND MARTIN 
GALLANT CHILDREN’S FUND
In memory of our papa, Martin Gallant with love from 
  Jane, Mack and Sunny
Brian Gallant in loving memory of his parents
Tracy Gallant Brody in loving memory of her parents

GENERAL FUND
Helaine and Andy Bass and family in memory of Lillian Berman.  
  May her memory be for a blessing.
H. Lee and Roberta Bauman in memory of Jocelyn Gerof.  
  We loved Jocelyn and will dearly miss her.
Susan Bush
Rich and Hinda Butin in memory of Lillian Berman
Charles Cassini with gratitude for Torah classes
The Cummings Family in memory of Dan Zubludowski.  There   
  are no words…We offer our love and support always, with our
  deepest condolences.
Esther and Glen Goldberg in loving memory of Michael Cassorla
Dianne and Dr. Stuart Gottlieb in memory of Alan Homer
Dianne and Dr. Stuart Gottlieb in memory of Lena Homer
Debby and Bill Grodnick in memory of Charlotte Brodie. We 
  are so sorry for your loss.  May her memory be for a blessing. 
   Love, Debby and Bill.
Sandy and Jay Halpern in memory of Ruth Leshaw, with love
Janet Kelfer in memory of Charlotte Brodie
Jon and Tina Kislak in memory of Jocelyn Gerof, mother of 
  Valerie Katz
Joe McCrea
Wendy and Howard Perlman in memory of 
  Susanna Schneiderman
Jeffrey and Lillian Rosenberg in loving memory of 
  Arthur and Marion Rosenberg
Lisa Rosenthal in memory of Harvey Louis Rosenthal
Phyllis and Richard Sandrow in loving memory of 
  Dr. Alfred Dinert
Hope Schneiderman in memory of Susanna Schneiderman
David and Shelley Schwadron in loving memory 
  of Ruth Leshaw
Rosanne and Ben Shore in memory of Jocelyn Gerof.  You are 
  in our thoughts.  May your mom’s memory be a blessing.  
  With love, Rosanne and Ben
Michele and Robert Stone in memory of uncle of 
  Michelle Krinzman
Yolanda Suarez in memory of Joseph Harvest.  With our most
   sincere condolences to Joe’s entire family, especially my 
  dearest friend, Joanne Koren
Lisa Weiss in memory of Ruth Leshaw, mother of Meredith 
  Wolf.  With loving memories of your mother.  My thoughts 
  are with you. Love, Lisa Weiss
Meredith and Carlos Wolf in loving memory of Anna Leshaw

RABBI GREENGRASS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
John, Natalie, Tara and Jason Breslin in memory of  
   Dr. Martin Glaser
Susan and Paul Fletcher in memory of Marty Glaser - husband, 
  father, grandfather. May his memory be a blessing.
Greg Frankel in memory of Linda Frankel
Susan and Edward Henkin in honor of Rabbi Greengrass, with 
  gratitude for your warm welcome to our spiritual home
Lani Kaskel in memory of Gloria Jean Wallens and in 
  appreciation of the wonderful work of Rabbi Greengrass
Pam Suchman and Ruby Krekelberg with heartfelt gratitude for 
  all the love, support and flexibility Rabbi Greengrass offered 
  for Ruby’s Bat Mitzvah. It was beautiful, meaningful and 
  perfect.
The Moskowitz Family in honor of Serafina becoming a 
  Bat Mitzvah, and with gratitude to Rabbi Greengrass
Terry and Marcia Reisman in loving memory of 
  Charlotte Reisman
Frances Salbarrey 
Elizabeth Suchman in loving memory of Clifford Suchman
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in memory of grandmother, Gussie Pearl
Renee Zwerner in memory of Dr. Martin Glaser

MARILYN HERSKOWITZ EDUCATION FUND
Greg and Jennifer Herskowitz in memory of Ferne Emas. 
  May her memory be a blessing to the Emas Family and all 
  who loved her.

THE SHEPARD KING SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Bernita King, Russell King and Tamara King Stark in memory 
  of our beloved Shep, who continues to inspire us in everything
   we do
Bernita King in loving memory of Frances King, Bernita’s 
  mother-in-law
The King Family: Bernita, Russell and Tamara in loving memory 
  of our sister and aunt, Muriel Marcus Breitkopf
Paul and Judith Korchin in memory of Dr. Leo Korchin
Paul and Judith Korchin in memory of Esther Korchin

LENORE KIPPER ENDOWMENT FUND
Lawrence Isenberg in loving memory of Marlene Price Isenberg

CANTOR NELSON’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Linda Cahan, Alisa, Hallie, and families in loving memory of 
  Richard Cahan
Dr. Elliot Grusky and family thank you for officiating at the 
  funeral of our father, Samuel Grusky. With deepest gratitude,
   we honor your commitment to serve our community, making
   each of us better.
Mrs. Susan Helfman in loving memory of her father 
  Herbert Sherman
Joanne and Jay Koren and family in honor of Cantor Nelson 
  for her support in the Joseph Harvest memorial service
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ISIDOR OREN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mark Oren in loving memory of Belle Zuckerman Oren

DR. IRWIN PERLMUTTER ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Keeping the Legacy of Temple Beth Am Founding Member, 
  Dr. Irwin Perlmutter, alive through Jewish Education

PRAYER BOOK FUND
The Fusfield Family in memory of Harry M. Becker, our dad 
  and grandpa
Cindy and Jeff Gomez in loving memory of Linda Frankel
Barry and Sheila Halpern in loving memory of Frank B. Halpern
Laurel Kalser in memory of Barbara Margolin Kalser, our 
  beautiful mother and grandmother with all our love, the 
  Kalser and Rinker families
The Klein Family in loving memory of Joseph Klein
The Klein Family in memory of Pearl Rosenberg
Richard and Susan Skor in memory of Henry Landen
Sherry and Harley Tropin in memory of Sidney Magerer
Howard Wallach, in loving memory of my brother, 
  Gerald Wallach

SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH AM
Carol and Kenneth Flicker in loving memory of 
  Hilda Berkowitz, mother of Cookie Simon  

SISTERHOOD/LYNN CROMER LEADERSHIP 
INITIATIVE
Kate Lampen-Sachar in loving memory of Miriam Lampen

TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
Jill Berman  
Jackie Berney in loving memory of Dr. William Koblenz
Sheila and Larry Forman in memory of Ruth Leshaw, mother, 
  grandmother, great grandmother of Meredith Wolf and family
Susan and Glenn Fusfield thank you so much for our beautiful 
  High Holy Day honor
Susan Golinsky in memory of Morris Rapport, father of
   Lillian and Jeff Rosenberg
Franci Keyes in memory of Lois Kaufman, loving mother, 
  grandmother and great-grandmother  
Susan and Ray Malca in memory of Ruth Leshaw. May your 
  mom’s memory be a blessing. Sending our condolences with 
  love.
Lily and David Serviansky  
Andrea Shosfy in memory of Ruth Leshaw, mother of 
  Meredith Wolf 
Allan and Toby Silvera in memory of Lillian Berman
Bruce and Mindy Wilner in memory of Ruth Leshaw
Bruce and Mindy Wilner in memory of of our dear friend 
  Danny Zabludowski

Mindy Wilner and Meredith’s WISE friends in memory of 
  Ruth Leshaw, beloved mother, grandmother, and great 
  grandmother
Meredith Wolf in memory of Ruth Leshaw

TIKKUN OLAM GARDEN FUND 
Roney and Sofi Balson in memory of Linda Frankel
Garrett Biondo in honor of Linda Frankel
Nancy Kraemer in loving memory of Arthur Hirschthal
Jacob Ratzan in memory of Linda Frankel
Judy and Jerry Wiskin in memory of Robert Altman

UNBIASED FUND
Joanne and Jay Koren

YAHRZEIT FUND
The Cummings Family in memory of Jamie Zabludowski.  Jamie
   eternally remains in our thoughts and in our hearts.  With 
  love always.
Goldie Gleiberman in loving memory of Albert Gleiberman
Dolly Harris in memory of Louis Levick
Dolly Harris in memory of Ruth Leshaw, mother of 
  Meredith Wolf
Michele Horovitz in loving memory of Betty Hilf
Judith and Richard Jacobs in loving memory of my mother, 
  Rose Levine Tiplitz
Elizabeth Janowitz in loving memory of Irv Rafey
Sara Kapustin in loving memory of Charles Rabinovich
Dr. Starr and Michael Koslow, Dr. Sarah and Allan Serviansky, 
  Drs. Jason and Natanya Mishal, Drs. Adam and Jennie Cohn 
  and Dr. Morgan and Richard Shane in memory of Jocelyn 
  Gerof.  May her memory be for a blessing.
The Kronberg Family in loving memory of Marilyn Budner
Ruth Krieger in memory of Seymour Krieger and Meyer Cohen
Mrs. Helene Lanster in loving memory of Daniel Ressler
Mrs. Helene Lanster in loving memory of Morris Ressler
Mrs. Helene Lanster in loving memory of R. Solomon Lanster
Maria Millheiser in memory of Aida Vieira Leda and Nicolau 
  Leda and in loving memory of Philip Frederick Millheiser and 
  Esta Millheiser
Steven Lanster in loving memory of Dr. Solomon Lanster
Guillermo and Maggie Retchkiman in memory of 
  Rebeka Retchkiman
Guillermo and Maggie Retchkiman in memory of Manuel Stern
Sharon and Martin Rothberg in loving memory of 
  Nathan Rothberg
Terri Warhaft Simon in loving memory of Rose Warhaft Sherbal
Meredith and Carlos Wolf in loving memory of Jay Leshaw
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As I write these words on March 1, it’s very 

easy to get caught up in all the negativity 

regarding the crisis here in Israel regarding 

the judicial upheaval/revolution that the 

current Israeli government is striving 

to blitz through the Knesset, and the 

nationwide protests against it. It reminds 

me of your senior rabbi’s favorite Torah 

portion, Shlach L’cha. Although all twelve 

spies saw the same sites and had the same 

experiences, ten focused on the negative, 

while Joshua and Caleb coined the phrase, 

“Yes, we can!” In that spirit, I’d like to share 

two important impressions from the past 

week.

First, it’s truly heartening to see so many 

thousands upon thousands of people 

protesting and demonstrating on behalf 

of democracy, week after week (and now, 

daily). In particular, I look back at last week, 

when over 100,000 Israelis from around the 

country came to Jerusalem on a Monday 

afternoon to protest outside the Knesset. 

The following Saturday evening, over 

160,000 Israelis protested in Tel Aviv (in 

addition to thousands of others around the 

country, including 30,000 in Haifa alone). 

Those protesting are of all ages and all 

walks of life, with a growing number of 

them (in particular in places like Jerusalem) 

identifying as both right-wing (and Orthodox) but against 

the current government’s policies. Rabbi Ada and I, together 

with members of Har-El and our movement, have been active 

participants in these demonstrations, including twice leading 

our movement’s Havdalah service here in Jerusalem before the 

Saturday night protests, along with Rabbi Ada’s joining in the 

“March of the Handmaidens,” inspired by The Handmaid’s Tale 

by Margaret Atwood (see the accompanying photo).

Second, the CCAR (the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis, the 

professional rabbinic organization of the 

North American Reform movement) was 

held here in Israel last week. As a matter 

of principle, the CCAR meets every 

seven years here in Israel, and the timing 

couldn’t have been more appropriate to 

express their support of our struggle. 

Among the participants was your own 

Rabbi Barras, whose presence, together 

with 200 fellow Reform rabbis, expressed 

the unwavering support of the North 

American Reform Movement for both 

Israel in general and, in particular, for 

the nationwide protest movement. As an 

Israeli Reform Jew who has lived in Israel 

for almost 25 years, to see Rabbi Rick 

Jacobs, the Union for Reform Judaism 

president in North America, invited to 

address the protest in Tel Aviv was a true 

milestone for our movement in Israel. 

Something like this would have been 

unheard of in the past, with the fear that 

inviting a Reform rabbi to speak would be 

polarizing. But now, the opposite is true. 

Instead, it’s a further testament to the 

continued growth and acceptance of our 

movement, on a grassroots level, as part 

of the Israeli mainstream. 

Looking forward to welcoming you to your sister congregation 

here in Jerusalem on your next trip to Israel,

Cantor Evan Cohen

A Message From
Our Sister Congregation

Rabbi Ada, Cantor Evan, and Israeli Reform 
Movement chairman Yair Lootstein at the 
100,000-strong protest outside the Knesset.

Rabbi Ada participating in the “March of the 
Handmaids” in Jerusalem.
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Leona Stupak
Shirley Teitelbaum*
Michael J. Tryson*
Esther Ubis*
Esther Vischniak de 
Akerman
Sol Wachovsky*
Shirley Wechsler*
Ann Weiss*
Bennett Werner*
Ken Williams
Herbert Jack Zisman*
 
Week Ending
April 14, 2023

Morris Adler
Samuel Bahm
Helaine Bartolome
Rose Beck
Steven Belin
A. Samuel Bender*
Sylvia (Sis) Blumenthal
Lillian Bookman*
Vickie Brod
Alvin Budner
Debra Cutler Cohen
A. Budd Cutler*
Leon R. Darlow*
Florence Davidoff
Harry Dickson*
Henry Finkelstein*
Linda Fischer*
Mary Foldes
Beatrice Glasser*
Frances Goldberg
Leon Golinsky&
Evelyn Goodman*
Ida Gottlieb
Frances Greer
Leo Grufferman*
Susan Judith Hackbarth
Bernice Haller
Milton Herscher
Marillyn Hyman*
Mollie Jacobs
Jacobo Kapustin*
Max Karl*
Edit Kast
Abe Katzen*
James Kaufman
Marie Knaul
Leon Kublin
Maurice Leon Kutz
Elaine Labbie
Sidney Leibowitz*
Muriel Leitman*
Lewis Morton Levin*
Albert B. Levine
Graciela Victoria Levy

Fanny Schweitzer 
  Hirschthal
Julius Jacobs*
Evelyn Kopet
Adele Langsam*
Jeanette Lapides*
Alexander Laster
Fela Lerner
Howard Lessner
Pauline Levick*
Ruth Levin*
Ben Lipoff*
Robert J. Mades
Sofie Marlin*
Charles Mattei
Lillian Metzger*
Hilda Morse*
George Norman
Adrienne Packer
Menia Perelman*
Sally Shelist Perlow
William Prizer
William Ressler
Howard Sachar
Isadore Schiffrin
David Shelist
Anna Sirkin
Yacob Smilovitz*
Selig Snow
Julius Stricoff*
Nettye Taylor
Nathan Trauman
Jane Waltzer
Shirlie Wasserman
Howard Wein
Richard L. Whitcomb
Norman Samuel Williams
Kenneth Wolofsky
 
Week Ending
April 28, 2023

Leslie Adels
Dorothy Alvin
Mae Axlrod
Stephen Barkin
Robert Barkow
Jordan Barrett
Meyer Blynder*
Clara Blynder*
Sophie D. Cohen*
Leon Diamond*
Leah Eisenman Conn*
Emanuel Esterman*
Samuel Fialkow*
Richard Fialkow
J. Frank Fine
Morris Finkelstein*
Dr. Sidney Fox
Paula Garcia

Arthur Markowitz
Malcolm F. Marks*
William J. Marn
Ralph Meyers
Sheila Oren Balson
Sam Pawliger*
David Perlstein*
Harriet Pine
Samuel Pitkus
Jose Poyastro*
Albert U. Reisman*
Dorothy Rochman*
Gary Rose
Harry M. Ross*
Helen S. Rubin*
Stella Sacks
Phillip Satenstein
Edith Schild*
Edward Schulman*
Fred Shapiro*
Selma Dratler Shepard*
Doris Slutsky*
Ervino Soicher
Manuel “Mal” Sokol
Irving Spiro
Audrey Sweet
Julio Tosi
Fred Willner*
Joseph Zusman*
 
Week Ending
April 21, 2023

Alice Agid*
Paul Atterman
Frank Benedick
Mildred Berk*
Arthur Bernstein*
Stella Blumenthal*
Freda Brenner*
Freda Butler*
Julia Cardero
Max Carlin*
Ruth Davidson*
Sonia P. Davis*
Dr. Richard E. Deutch*
Marjorie Eisenberg
Joel Marc Feirstein*
Ruth F. Fishman*
Julius Foldes
Daniel Franco
Milton Friedlander*
Perry Friedman
Thelma “Mickey” 
Friedman*
Dr. William Geller*
Eric Gelman*
Stella Grad*
Isadore Hecht

Week Ending
April 7, 2023

John Albert
Perry Bittel*
Harry Braverman*
Susan Cahan Ferguson
Jack Robert Courshon
Jacob Dines
Al Edelman*
Sidney Efronson*
Jack Feldman*
Ida F. Feldman*
Ethel Harris Fenstersheib*
Dr. Maynard Fields
Tillie Ann Frank*
Milton N. Fisher*
Zelda Franco*
David Goldberg*
Joan Goldenstein
Anne Goldstein*
Ethel Greenwald
Gertrude Harold*
Florence Hyman*
Herbert Johnston*
Alan Kurzweil*
Dr. Philip Lapidus*
Mollie Lederer*
Edward Lipof
Anna Malin*
Paul Marcus
Mark D. Marshall*
Josephine Masters
Jordan Mermell
Mac Mermell
Murray Miller*
Lillian K. Miller*
Rebecca Mondell
Sadie Morgan
Louis Moses*
Pearl L. Noble*
Adam Olszewski
Ruth G. Pachter*
Essie Perlstein*
Goldie Poliacoff
Morris Rabinovitz*
Fred Rose
Rochelle “Rae” Rudin
Yvette Sacks
Dr. Jean Samimy
Abraham (Abe) Seiderman
Steven Howard Shere
Harry Silver*
Minnie Simon
Max Singer*
William J. Skor*
Eddie Spatz
Lena Steckler*
Gladys Steinberg
Helen Stokes
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* Denotes individuals with a plaque in 

our sanctuary.

Irene Kish
Roberta Kotcher Kohn*
Rose Kramer
Rose Schweitzer Kutz
Frances Langel
Mildred Lefton
David Lewin
Matt Loughran
Gerald Lubarsky*
Milton D. Lunden*
Robert M. McClaskey, Jr.*
Moses Miller*
Benjamin Miller*
Catherine Moulton*
Jerome Nagelbush
Maurice Noble*

Clare Garston*
Edward S. Germain
Sig M. Glukstad*
Rosemary Goldman*
Frances Goodman
Alice Green
Harry Gunther*
Rosa Henigman
Minnie Hirsch
Herman T. Isis*
Bernard Jacoby
Pearl Janowitz
Irving D. Josefsberg*
Ruth Joseph
Murray Kahn
Betty Kail*
Gertrude Katzen*

Wanda Horbacz Olszewski
Solomon J. Rappaport*
Benjamin Rappaport
George Ratner*
Doraine Redlus
Ronnie Reed
Harvey Robbins*
William Rosenthal
Ruth Rothfeld*
Selma Fisher Rubin*
Susan Ruiz
William Sakolsky
Felicitas B. Sanchez
Arthur Sandberg*
Sophie Schatzman
Arthur Schissel
Murray Schwartz*

N. Norman Shane*
Harry Silver
Jacqueline Snyder
Annie Spivak
David Stuart*
Irene Sussman*
Phyllis Thaller*
Roger Toledano*
Orin Wechsberg*
Sabina Wolofsky*
 

the current of life
We mourn the passing of

Hilda Berkowitz, mother of Cookie (Steve) Simon, Robin (Bliss) Clark and Mark Berkowitz; grandmother of David (Katie) 
Simon, Andrew (Tiana Hakimi) Simon, Hilary Goldsmith and Jonas (Kate Zenzic) Goldsmith; great grandmother of Emma 
Simon, Betsy Simon, Jamie Simon and Laila Simon.
 
Lillian Berman, mother of Andrew (Marla) Berman, Mara Berman, grandmother of Corey (Lauren) Berman, Morgan 
(Edward) Silvera, Taylor (Alana) Berman and great grandmother of Stella Berman, Leo Berman, Toby Silvera, Allie Silvera 
and Leia Berman.
 
Florence Farkas, mother of Dan (Julianne) Farkas, Dr. Ellen Farkas (Leonard Kriegel) and Joseph (Michelle) Farkas; 
grandmother of Remy, Mackenzie, Chase, Benjamin, Elana, Stefanie and Kimberly.
 
Stanley Grusky, father of Elliott (Iris) Grusky and grandfather of Gregory Grusky and Rachel Grusky.
 
Margarite Kaplan, wife of James Kaplan, mother of Irina Kaplan and sister to Rabbi Mark (Suellen) Winer and John 
Winthrop.
 
Ruth Leshaw, mother of Meredith (Carlos) Wolf, Gary Leshaw and Dale (Gail) Leshaw; grandmother of Jordana 
Klausner (John-David), Alyssa Wolf, Jarrod Wolf, Mallory Leshaw and Matthew (Kaitlin) Leshaw; great grandmother of 
Noah, Luca and Esti Klausner.
 
Morris Rapport, father of Lillian (Jeff) Rosenberg and Dr. Robert Rapport; grandfather of Elyse (Alan) Khoudari and 
Dr. Allison Rosenberg (Dr. Logan Everett); great grandfather of Benjamin, Pearl and Ari Khoudari.



 
Please let us know if you or a family member is 

hospitalized or ill at home.
We will make every effort to visit or help in any way 

we can.

___________________

Please reach out to Rabbi Barras’ assistant, Please reach out to Rabbi Barras’ assistant, 
Mindy Robbin, at 786.364.9446 or mrobbin@tbam.org

YOUR CLERGY IS ALWAYS HERE
FOR YOU

TO OUR DEAR MEMBERS,
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Where can I find support for my recovery?
TEMPLE BETH AM’S

Recovery Through a Jewish Lens
 

If you are in recovery, a loved one of someone in recovery or interested in getting help for your addiction, join 
us at our monthly support group. Every month we explore topics to help strengthen our recovery with the 

insights and spiritual guidance of our Jewish heritage.
 

Our support group meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. in 
Meeting Room 3 at Temple Beth Am, 5950 N Kendall Drive.

  
Next meeting: May 16

Please also join us for our  Recovery Seder
on April 11  at 7:00 PM in the Chapel

 
Open to the community, confidentiality is observed. 

For more information contact Rabbi Jaime Aklepi at jaklepi@tbam.org.
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Temple Beth Am 
professional Directory 2022/2023

BRIT OLOM TOURS, INC.–TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
  Concierge travel agency designing worry-free vacations
  worldwide for over 30 years—land, cruise and/or river cruise. 
  Israel experts—creating personalized, private itineraries for Bar/
  Bat Mitzvah’s, family and friends.  Karen and Zvi Krugliak 
  305.403.7548/www.britolomtours.com  |  info@britolomtours.com

JENNIFER WARREN MEDWIN, MS, CDC
Certified Divorce Coach, Supreme Court of Florida Family 
Mediator, and Certified Marital Mediator
Seeking Empowerment: Clarity through Partnership, LLC
Empowering individuals & couples to take practical, efficient, &
solution-based steps to negotiate or dissolve their marital 
relationship.
Pinecrest, FL 305-302-9777/www.seekingempowerment.com

COLLEGE APPLICATION ASSISTANCE Rebecca Klein 
Affordable, stress-free, one-on-one assistance with all aspects with 
the college application process: College list development/review, 
extracurricular activity resume, main essay & supplemental essay 
development/editing, application review prior to submission. 
Hourly rate. Free initial consultation. 
rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com 
305-775-4085  | www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

MEDICARE ASSISTANCE - MATTHEW GOLD 
  As your personal advisor, I will simplify the Medicare enrollment 
  process. I can help you with Medicare Supplement plans, Medicare 
  Advantage plans and Part D Prescription Drug plans. My email is 
  Matt@medicarematt.com and my phone number is 305.215.7881. 
  For additional information,visit www.medicarematt.com.

DOMESTIC PLACEMENT SERVICES
  Class Act Nannies, LLC - Jennifer Warren Medwin
  Bilingual Candidates, Live-out or -in, nanny, housekeeper, chef, 
  driver, petsitter, elderly companion, babysitter, baby specialist, 
  24 hour care.
  11767 South Dixie Highway, # 404, Miami, FL 33156
  305.302.9777  |  www.ClassActNannies.com

MOHEL - ABRAHAM BENYUNES, M.D., FAAP
  Abraham J. Benyunes is a Mohel certified by the Jewish Theological 
  Seminary and the Rabbinical Assembly of America.
  Tel.: 305.271.4711 Email: abrahamMD@bellsouth.net
  www.moheldoctor.com

ENGLISH SPECIALIST 
  EDITING, BUSINESS POETRY, OCCASION POETRY         
  Rita Fidler Dorn (Ricki) BS, MA.
Published author; works include The Joy of Jewish Holidays                                                                                                    
in Rhyme and Monica’s Chanukah & More. Expert editing of                                                                                        
manuscripts. Writing workshops on grief, memoir, and                                                                                                      
poetry construction.  abbasone@att.net

MOHEL - CERTIFIED REFORM MOHEL - BRIS 
DOCTOR, JASON JAMES, M.D.
  Dr. Jason James is a board-certified Ob/Gyn and a certified reform 
  mohel  through the National Organization of American Mohalim 
  (NOAM). Providing a family-centered focus for a beautiful, inclusive 
  ceremony  for your son’s bris (brit milah).  
  305.778.5157  |  facebook.com/brisdoctor

ESTATE SELLING & E-SALES BY RITA  
  If you have a home to liquidate, Estate Sales by Rita is for you!
  My team and I do all the work.
  Will buy gold and silver! 
  Excellent references.
  Rita Diaz 305.323.9322  |  ilovestores@aol.com

CENTURY RISK ADVISORS - 
PROPERTY & CASUALTY INSURANCE 
Family owned and operated local insurance agency providing 
businesses and individuals with Property Insurance and Risk 
Management Solutions.  Contact us for a complimentary review.
David Josefsberg 305.987.4653   dj@centuryra.com
Gary Reshefsky 305.962.4919   gary.reshefsky@centuryra.com
Personal Insurance  |  Commercial Insurance  |  Employee Benefits

GYNECOLOGY & WOMEN’S HEALTH
  Randye Karmin, M.D.
  Town Center One At Dadeland
  8950 SW 74th Ct., Ste. 1705, Miami, FL 33156
  305.670.0010  |  www.miamiwomencare.com

THERAPIST - licensed Marriage & Family 
Therapy
  Michal Keshen-Philips, MA, MS.Ed, LMFT
  5825 Sunset Drive, Suite 301, South Miami, Florida 33143
  Cellular:  305.724.4592
  Office:  305.275.2056

INSURANCE ADVISOR | NOTARY PUBLIC
Yisrael Goldman, MBA, MA
Licensed Insurance Agent FL 220 & 215
Home | Auto | Liability | Business | Life | Annuity | Health
www.LinkedIn.com/in/YisraelGoldman | goldmanfin@gmail.com | 
407.269.2000 Cell

TO PLACE YOUR PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORY LISTING HERE, 

PLEASE CONTACT
RITA DIAZ AT 

RDIAZ@TBAM.ORG
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Roberta G. Mandel, Esq.
Managing Partner

8925 S.W. 148th Street, Suite 200
Miami, Florida 33176
Tel: 305-233-5041
Fax: 305-233-5042
roberta@mandellawgroup.com

LOCATION 
7815 SW 104TH St.
Miami, FL

SALES 
1-877-579-0775
Mon.-Fri. 9am - 8pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Sun. 11am - 5pm

SERVICE 
1- 866-372-8217
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 7pm
Sat. 8am - 5pm
Sun. Closed

WilliamsonCadillac.com ©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

W I L L I A M S O N  I S  M I A M I
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Senior Rabbi: Jeremy Barras
Rabbi: Rachel G. Greengrass, MARE, RJE
Rabbi: Jaime Aklepi, D.D.
Senior Cantor: Tifani Coyot
Cantorial Soloist: Jessica Bass
Founding Rabbi Emeritus: Herbert Baumgardz”l, D.H.L., D.D.
Cantor Emerita, Rachelle Nelson
President: David Young
Executive Director: Neil Kurlander, Esq.
Head of Day School: Nora Anderson, M.Ed., M.S.
Admissions Director, Day School: Jodi Barras
Campus Activities Director: Michelle Cohen
Development Director: Ilana Gilat
Director of Lifelong Learning: Tamara Donnenfeld, MARE, RJE
Elementary School Director: Susana Novak, M.S. Ed.
Early Childhood Director: Mara Berger. M.A. 
Finance Director: John Wenzel
Judaic Studies Director, Emerita Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE
Marketing and Communications Director: Favila Budyszewick
Membership Director: Rita Diaz
Deputy Director, The Hub and 
  Director, Campus Programming: Andrea LeVine Kay
Chief Facilities and Security Officer: Sharón Levi 
Executive Director, The Hub & Senior Director, 
  Campus Programming: Ellen Rusconi 

Administrative Office: 305.667.6667
Early Childhood Program/Day School Office: 305.665.6228 
Early Childhood Program/Day School Fax: 305.668.6340 
Religious School Office: 305.667.6667 ext. 119 
Religious School Fax: 305.666.2536 
Administration Fax: 305.662.8619 
Clergy Office Fax: 305.667.1390 
email: info@tbam.org
web: www.tbam.org
affiliated with the: Union for Reform Judaism

Commentator (USPS: 0052-060) Is Published 
Monthly Except July by Temple Beth Am, 5950 
North Kendall Dr., Pinecrest, FL 33156-2068. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Miami, Florida. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
COMMENTATOR, TEMPLE BETH AM, THE  JANET (z”l) 
AND RICHARD YULMAN CAMPUS, 5950 N. KENDALL 
DRIVE, PINECREST, FL 33156-2068.  
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Mission Statement
Temple Beth Am embraces Jewish life 
through lifelong learning, spiritual growth 
and community engagement.  

COMMENTATOR

Not intended to solicit currently listed property. © Compass Florida, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. All 
information furnished regarding property for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed 
reliable, but Compass makes no warranty or representation as to the accuracy thereof. All property 
information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and 
withdrawal of the property from the market, without notice.

Make the most of today’s
real estate market

Bea Citron + Jenna Citron Pinchuk 
Team Citron | Principals | Realtors

Scan here
to connect 
with us today.

If you’ve been thinking about leveraging today’s real estate 
market, we’d love to help you determine how to maximize 
the value of your home. We’re thrilled to offer our clients the 
amazing power of Compass Concierge - the hassle-free way 
to prepare and sell your property for more money by
transforming your home with zero upfront costs.

With Concierge, you don’t have to pay any out-of-pocket 
expenses for home improvement services like painting, staging, 
flooring and more (even impact windows!). When your home 
sells, you simply pay back the cost of the services at Closing.

If you’re interested in getting the most out of this market, 
please reach out today.

305.606.7993 | Bea 
305.606.9267 | Jenna
teamcitron@compass.com

BEFORE AFTER
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Dr. Taryn Dubin, MD
Concierge-style Pediatrician

7300 SW 62nd Place, Penthouse West
South Miami, FL 33143

305.661.1962 
sunsetpediatrics.net 
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GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 
FAMILY OWNED - SINCE 1932 

BUCHWALD 
JEWELERS SINCE 1932 

Seybold Arcade Jewelry Center 
36 N.E. First St., Suite 123
Miami, Florida 33132 

305-373-LOVE (5283)
buchwaldjewelers.com

Free Customer Valet Parking Jeffrey Buchwald 
Marc Buchwald

Full-service, residential interior 
design firm by sister-duo 

Samantha Viski-Hánka + Rebecca Hölljes 
Info@SamSaraInt.com / @SamanthaSaraInteriors
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A Focus on the Highest Level of Quality and Trust
Let Our Family Care 

For Your Family

Dr. Jack Cohn
Dr. Adam Cohn
Dr. Aaron Cohn

We provide Preventive,
Restorative, and

Cosmetic Dentistry for all ages!

305-598-1428
9840 SW 77 Ave, Suite 201

Miami, FL 33156

www.smilemiami.com
smilemiamidental@bellsouth.net
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
CONSULTING & ASSISTANCE

Rebecca Klein
 

Affordable, personalized, and stress-free consulting 
& assistance with all things college admissions:

 College List Development/Review, Extracurricular Resume, 
Main Essay and Supplemental Essay(s) Development/editing, 

Application Management. Hourly rate. 

Free Initial Consultation.
 www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com
(305) 775-4085
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PROUD TO BE A PARTNER FOR ALL 
YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MANAGEMENT        GENERAL CONTRACTING WWW.AMICON.US

TEMPLE BETH AM PHASE I & II

EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS & NONPROFIT                                GULLIVER SCHOOLS

LUXURY RESIDENTIAL 

CONDO ASSOCIATIONS
HOSPITALITY &
COMMERCIAL
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LOVED FOR OUR SERVICE 
 KNOWN FOR OUR RESULTS  

4 6 01 PONCE DE LEON BLVD. ,  COR AL G ABLE S ,  FL 3314 6 
305.520.5420   .     LOWELLINTERNATIONALRE ALT Y.COM

lowellinternationalrealty lowellintrealty

EXPERIENCE IS 
EVERYTHING

 
Lani brings 30 years of experience 

to the table in luxury real estate.

When it comes to finding the perfect 
buyer for your home or the perfect 
house for you, Lani & her team are 

the most skilled at advising & 
executing.

Lani Kahn Drody
Broker | Owner
305.216.1550

#ChooseLowell

NO POINTS OR
YOUR MONEY BACK

GUARANTEED

Randy Maultasch
ATTORNEY

4 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E
Randy MaultaschRandy MaultaschRandy MaultaschRandy Maultasch

305.285.9500

THE ORIGINAL

O F F I C E S  I N  C O R A L  G A B L E S

SE HABLA 
ESPAÑOL

• INJURY 
• CRIMINAL 
• TRAFFIC TICKETS

T
IC
K
ET

DEFENSE TEA
M

RandyMaultasgh_HalfPage.indd   1RandyMaultasgh_HalfPage.indd   1 11/3/21   9:05 PM11/3/21   9:05 PM
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ISRAEL 75TH ANNIVERSARY VIP TOUR
OCTOBER 9-19, 2023

B’NAI B’RITH MIAMI-AVENTURA

FL Seller of Travel No. ST37313

Land and Air Inclusive

Ask about our private Bar/Bat Mitzvah
and family/friends tours to Israel and Rabbi Aklepi’s

Jewish Heritage Danube River Cruise. 

Tour Leader Zvi Krugliak, President B’nai B’rith Miami-Aventura
Awarded Prime Minister of Israel Tourism Commendation

Limited Space!! Call Zvi Now!!

www.britolomtours.com
305-403-7548 or 305-898-1827(cell) 

• Small Group
• Unique Itinerary
• Deluxe Hotels
• El Al Non-stop Flights Included
• Fully Escorted
• Includes Most Meals
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The Janetz”l and Richard Yulman Campus
5950 N. Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156

COMMENTATOR

On Miami’s most beautiful Senior campus, no one just sits around.
Located in the heart of Kendall, 
there’s a luxurious park-like 
campus offering everything every 
Senior wants and needs.

If you’re a Senior, or you just love 
one, now is the season to visit 
The Palace Suites and discover 
the carefree Independent Living 
Community that wins awards 
from the experts, and a heart-felt 
“thank you” from all of 
our families.

This is the South Florida indoor-
outdoor living that many of our 
residents have enjoyed most of 
their lives. Boasting an exciting 
schedule of special events, college 
lectures with The University of 
Miami, and lively social gatherings 
— not to mention 5-star dining 
and luxurious surroundings — 
every day is a day to enjoy.

Book your visit at 305.271.2220 
or www.ThePalace.org.

Luxury Living for Seniors

11377 SW 84th Street, Miami, FL 33173


