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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2022
11 Cheshvan
6:00 p.m.   	 Pre-Neg
6:30 p.m.   	 Shabbat Services with 4th grade
		  participation
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022
9:00 a.m.   	 Torah Study
9:30 a.m. 	 Tot Shabbat
10:30 a.m. 	 Shabbat Services
10:30 a.m. 	 Bar Mitzvah of Sam Lipof
 
Parashat Lech Lecha
Genesis 12:1 – 17:27
Haftarah:  Isaiah 40:27 – 41:16
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2022
18 Cheshvan
6:00 p.m.   	 Pre-Neg
6:30 p.m.   	 Shabbat Services
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2022
9:00 a.m.   	 Torah Study
10:30 a.m. 	 Shabbat Services
10:30 a.m. 	 Bar Mitzvah of Shai Waizbrot
5:30 p.m.   	 Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Debowsky
 
Parashat Vayeira
Genesis 18:1 – 22:24
Haftarah:  II Kings 4:1 – 37  
 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2022
25 Cheshvan
6:00 p.m.   	 Pre-Neg
6:30 p.m.   	 Shabbat Services with 
		  Talmud Torah Award
7:30 p.m.   	 Talmud Torah Award Dinner 
		  and Speaker -- Chapel
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022
9:00 a.m.   	 Torah Study
10:30 a.m. 	 Shabbat Services
10:30 a.m. 	 Bar Mitzvah of Jadon Dreilinger
5:30 p.m.   	 Bat Mitzvah of Chloe Carletta
 
Parashat Chayei Sarah
Genesis 23:1 – 25:18 
Haftarah:  I Kings 1:1 – 31
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2022
2 Kislev
6:00 p.m.   	 Pre-Neg
6:30 p.m.   	 Shabbat Services  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2022
9:00 a.m.   	 Torah Study
10:30 a.m. 	 Shabbat Services
10:30 a.m. 	 B’not Mitzvah of 
		  Alexa Young 
		  and Tory Young
5:30 p.m.   	 Bat Mitzvah of 			 
		  Ruby Krekelberg

Parashat Toldot
Genesis 25:19 – 28:9
Haftarah:  Malachi 1:1 – 2:7 
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From Strength to Strength
Rabbi Jeremy Barras
jbarras@tbam.org

After two years of virtual services on the High Holy Days, 
it was truly extraordinary to see so many members of our 
congregation back in the Sanctuary. For some it was their first 
time back amongst a large crowd in over two years. It was not 
lost on the clergy how special it was for us all to be together 
on our holiest days. This was my eighth High Holy Day season 
at Beth Am, and I cannot tell you how much I missed having 
everyone back in the Sanctuary these past two years. For so 
long we dreamed about what it would be like to “get back to 
normal,” and now that it is here, I certainly appreciate every 
blessing that we were deprived of during Covid. 
	
For most people, considering the monotony of our daily routine, 
it is difficult to find blessing in the mundane. It is only when we 
are deprived of something that we had previously counted on 
that we take note of the blessings we enjoy. In most cases, we 
only appreciate the gifts that we enjoy when we are deprived 
of them. This, in essence, is what Jewish prayer is meant to 
combat. By praying properly daily, a Jew considers and offers 
thanks for each and every blessing. The goal is to spend our 
days in gratitude for what we have in a way that endows each 
of our days with meaning and perspective.
	
I once heard one of my favorite teachers, Rabbi Ari Kahn, tell 
a story about when his son was born. It was many years ago 
in Jerusalem, and Rabbi Kahn was pushing his new baby along 
in a stroller in the Mea Shearim neighborhood of Jerusalem. 
As he was walking, he noticed one of the great rabbis of Israel 
coming from the other direction. His name was Rabbi Yisroel 
Zeev Gustman. Upon seeing the great rabbi, Rabbi Kahn became 
excited about asking the revered rabbi to bestow a blessing 
upon his newborn son. The old rabbi agreed. He bent down, 
looked at the infant, and said succinctly, “may he be a boy 

like all the other boys.” At first, Rabbi Kahn was surprised and 
disappointed. He had an opportunity to have one of Jerusalem’s 
most righteous rabbis offer his son a prayer, and all he said was 
that his son should be no different than any of the other boys. 
It didn’t make sense at first. However, after considering Rabbi 
Gustman’s own background, Rabbi Kahn eventually understood 
the beauty of the blessing.
	
Rabbi Gustman was a survivor of the Holocaust, and his own 
young son was taken from his hands and executed in front of 
him by the Nazis. The rabbi survived, but his son never had a 
chance to have a normal life. He was never able to be a boy 
like all the other boys. This is a dramatic example, but it is a 
reminder to us not to take for granted all the blessings we lost 
during Covid, which have now been restored. For me, seeing 
you all on the High Holy Days this year was the greatest gift. It 
is wonderful to get back to normal, and I am looking forward to 
sharing many more meaningful times together with our sacred 
community.

L’Shalom,
	
Rabbi Jeremy Barras

The Blessing of Normalcy



While calendars turn to November, the Jewish calendar has 
entered the month of Mar Cheshvan. I was always taught that 
the correct name for the month following Tishrei is Cheshvan, 
and it is a “cute” tradition to call it Mar Cheshvan because it is 
bitter (Hebrew: mar) due to the lack of holidays. But guess what? 
That’s wrong! It’s just a kind of play-on-name that has become 
so widely accepted as fact that people now refer to the month 
incorrectly as just Cheshvan!

“Rabbi,” you’re thinking, “how did you learn this fantastic 
nugget?” Glad you asked. I am part of a world-wide activity called 
“Daf Yomi” where participants have committed to reading a page 
of Talmud every day. Not impressed? What if I tell you that “one 
page” is really one page front and back and that there are 2,711 
pages in the Talmud so that one Daf Yomi cycle takes about 
7 years, 5 months?  Yep. It’s a lot. It’s also where I learned that 
Mar Cheshvan is not cute, but correct. And I wanted to use this 
article to share a few other funny/strange/and powerful things I 
have learned. 

The Talmud, while being a collection of laws and rules, is also full 
of stories, insults, miracles and really bizarre scenes. I have read 
of rabbis who make their students examine feces to determine 
how moist or dry it is (and your kids complain about their 
homework assignments), a rabbi whose lectures were so long all 
the men in his class became impotent from holding in their urine 
(think about that before you complain that services are too long), 
and a black widow who was so attractive that just a glimpse of 
her wrist made a respectable rabbi go wild (and his wife beat her 
and sent her out of town).  I have read of rabbis who are so fat 
that a herd of cattle could walk under their bellies as they talked 
to one another. Seen rabbis insult one another and lose their 
tempers so badly they brought on the wrath of God. I have read 
of rabbis who neglected their families so badly their children did 
not recognize them, and their wives’ heart breaks caused their 
death.

And I have learned how far we are to go to avoid embarrassing 
anyone, that not giving tzedakah is equivalent to idol worship, 
that sex is a holy act meant for more than procreation. I have 
learned that learning Torah means nothing if one doesn’t live 
it’s values, that we shouldn’t ask of the community more than 
they are capable of, and that even the greatest of us is incredibly 
flawed. The rabbis teach that everything in creation has a 

purpose, that every word of Torah has many interpretations, 
and they teach the holiness of learning, recording, and reciting 
opinions that are different than your own. 

I have laughed out loud, cried, been so excited that I told 
anyone who would listen about what was on the daf, been 
angry and bored. It’s been beautiful. 

On the second of Mar Cheshvan, we start a new tractate 
of the Talmud, Nedarim, Vows. Just the word makes one 
question: who are the people I am committed to? What are the 
activities? How do I fulfill my commitments? 

I am two years and 10 months into a 7 year 5 month 
commitment. Every day I show up. I think that’s how to 
be accountable. Showing up, every day, even when it’s 
challenging, or I am feeling bitter (see what I did there? That 
was a play on “mar” Cheshvan).

May you show up for your commitments.

Love, 

Rabbi Rachel Greengrass
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clergy corner
Rabbi Rachel Greengrass
rgreengrass@tbam.org
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November is not only my favorite month of the year, but it is 
also the saddest. My beautiful sister and niece were born this 
month, whereas my beloved mother passed away in November. 
It is also the month when we say thank you to G-d and the 
universe for our blessings.

Rabbi Ron Jawary commented, “The Talmud teaches us that in 
physical, mundane matters we should always look at those who 
have less than us, but in spiritual and moral matters we should 
always look at those who have more. This will inspire us to be 
grateful for all our blessings, while at the same time inspire 
us to become better people and leave our mark on the world.” 
Here at Temple Beth Am, we have so many blessings for which 
to be grateful. I have many blessings to appreciate. One of the 
lessons from my parents is to say thank you. It’s amazing how 
those two simple words can change a person’s day.  

So, I dedicate this column to saying, “Thank you.”
First, our staff. I would like to thank Sharone Levi, Carlos 
Restrepo, and Carlos’ team for preparing the sanctuary for the 
High Holy Days. I had the opportunity to see them transform 
the sanctuary from the 8:30 a.m. service to the 11:30  a.m. 
service to the 3:00 p.m. service to the Neilah service on Yom 
Kippur. The men and women worked their tuchuses off. What 
a well-oiled machine. Each of our employees had one goal in 
mind, and that was to make sure the service was meaningful 
for the congregation. Next time you see them on campus, 
please say thank you! I am also so thankful for all of our new 
members. We have over 250 new families that have entrusted 
us as their new religious home. I speak for all of us when I say 
that we will ensure that you and your family feel at home in 
this loving and welcoming congregation. 

I would also like to say to our families that have called 
Beth Am home for many years that we so appreciate you and 
all you have done for us. You have and will always sustain us 
on so many different levels. I am so grateful.

While sitting on the bimah for the High Holy Days, seeing 
congregants greeting each other after a long time away brought 
a tear to my eye. The love in the synagogue was so powerful. 
During Neilah, the whole congregation was holding each other; 
this truly defined what community really is. It truly is a special 
place.

Our community extends beyond our membership. I am thankful 
for the entire Jewish community. When a disaster occurs 
anywhere in the world, we come together. This was sadly 
evident again as Hurricane Ian ravaged the people on the west 
coast of Florida. Rabbi Barras’ former congregation suffered 
horrific damage. In the typical Beth Am way, we reached out to 
help. Partnering with Miami-Dade Jewish Federation, we began 
to raise significant funds to help out Jews and non-Jews alike. 

M e s s a g e 
from the

p r e s i d e n t
David Young
dyoung@tbam.org 

Helping those in need, regardless of their religious background, is 
what we do—and do so well.

Rabbi Barras will be working with the leaders in Ft. Myers and will 
advise us on how we can help. This will be a long and drawn-out 
process. We are sending students to help with the cleanup and 
sponsoring a Shabbat service (or several) with an Oneg dinner. We 
have been asked to help them rebuild the Temple’s playground. 
Of course we will. In my High Holy Days comments, I told them 
we were honored that they came to our Yom Kippur services or 
watched via live stream and that Beth Am is their second religious 
home. 

I am so appreciative of the phone call I received from our 
congregant Miriam Singer on behalf of Jewish Community Services 
asking us to partner with them in sponsoring a Ukrainian family 
that wants to come to Miami. This family of three is currently in 
Poland and has been awaiting sponsorship in order to rebuild their 
lives here in South Florida.

I am thankful to our executive committee, who not only approved 
the sponsorship but volunteered their help. I am so lucky to 
be surrounded by so many excellent lay leaders. Whether it 
be Rambam Day School leadership, PATIO, YERS, Sisterhood, 
Brotherhood, or our dedicated board of directors. They give this 
sacred place so much of their time.

Being president of this special place has made me eternally grateful 
for so much that I would not have thought of. Yes, I am grateful 
for the clergy, directors, the teachers at Rambam Day School and 
religious school, our students and their parents who entrust us 
with their children, those who contributed to Beyond the Curve, 
our fabulous lay leadership, everyone who works here, and our 
congregants. But I am most grateful for the sense of community 
that is Beth Am.

I want you to feel that same feeling. I hope to see you back on 
campus greeting your friends and neighbors. There is something 
special when you hug a friend or meet a new one.

This year we have the opportunity to be thankful for so much.
Let’s be as grateful as the chicken on Thanksgiving who is so glad 
it is not a turkey.

Beth Am continuously leaves its mark on the community. Of 
course we do—it’s the Beth Am way!

David Young
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Featuring Alon Ben-Gurion
Hospitality consultant Alon 
Ben-Gurion has managed hotels 
worldwide, including the prestigious 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York. 
He is using his extensive network 
and hospitality know-how to 
actively promote development in the 
Negev, working to make the region 
bloom and realize the dream of his 
grandfather, David Ben-Gurion.

Sunday, December 4, 2022
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Temple Beth Am
5950 N. Kendall Drive, 
Pinecrest, Florida 33156
Cost: $36 per person

Join Jewish National Fund-USA 
and fellow South Floridians 

for an engaging, impactful, and 
informative in-person Brunch for 
Israel! Gather together with your 
community members to hear 
how your local efforts ensure a 
bright, prosperous future for the 
land and people of Israel. 

More Information
Jacqueline Yehudiel, Director, 
Miami Beach and South Dade
jyehudiel@jnf.org ∙ 561-447-9733 x893 

RSVP Required at jnf.org/SFLBFI
Please RSVP by November 28, 2022

JNF–USA events adhere to all CDC guidelines, as 
well as State and Federal regulations.

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND-USA

BRUNCH FOR ISRAEL
FEATURING ALON BEN-GURION

DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED

Ads_Layout_FL_Brunch_Beth Am 12.04.22.indd   1Ads_Layout_FL_Brunch_Beth Am 12.04.22.indd   1 9/1/22   12:50 PM9/1/22   12:50 PM
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Membership
Rita Diaz
Membership Director
rdiaz@tbam.org

The Gift of Membership
Dear Temple Beth Am members, 
  
A couple of months ago, Jews around Miami gathered to celebrate the New Year. This season of renewal 
reminds us, now and always, about our profound connection with the past and about our hopes for the 
future.  I am writing today to thank you for your support this past year.

Increasing our membership will help increase our revenue, so I am asking you to please reach out to your 
family, friends, co-workers and neighbors to tell them about us. There are so many wonderful happenings 
here at Temple Beth Am.  If nothing else, this holiday season reminds us of those who need to be 
invited to be a part of our community. 
 
We would like you all to find an unaffiliated family who would appreciate being a part of our 
Temple Beth Am memberhood. The Chanukah season is approaching and what better gift to give, 
than a full membership to Temple Beth Am–valid now through June 2023.  The cost of this “Gift of 
Membership” is $118, all inclusive.  Please order your personalized gift certificates with the recipient’s 
name written in calligraphy.  The certificate will have your name at the bottom, and will be signed by 
Rabbi Barras.  We will place it in a gift box wrapped in beautiful holiday ribbon and a special gift card 
from you.
    
If you know of a family or families who would like to be part of Temple Beth Am, please reach out to 
them…or better yet, I could call them!  Please take a moment to look to those in your life who could find 
a place at Temple Beth Am.  And, as always, know that your temple wishes you the best, surrounded by 
those you love!

With love,

Rita Diaz 
Membership Director 
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Temple Beth Am Clergy and community pay tribute to the men and
women who have so gallantly served our beautiful country!

If you are a veteran and would like to attend, please RSVP to
Rita Diaz at 786-364-9434 or rdiaz@tbam.org

Temple Beth Am invites
you to join us in honoring our

veterans, for a special

FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 11, 2022
6:00 PM - PRE-NEG

6:30 PM - SHABBAT SERVICE
7:30 PM – ONEG – LOBBY AREA

Page 9
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Tamara Donnenfeld
Director of Lifelong Learning
tdonnenfeld@tbam.org
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We are thrilled to share the continued growth and evolution of programs for our youth. We continue to reach out to our elementary 
students and teenagers with new and meaningful programs, and our youth engagement is growing in offerings and numbers. 

Starting in 8th grade, YERS has incorporated a travel component into most educational opportunities. Recent studies show that 
social experiences at this critical time in one’s life are intensified by traveling. Thus, having an existential conversation at an ancient 
Israel site, lobbying in Washington about issues teens feel passionate about, exploring sites where history was made, and building a 
school with recyclable materials in Guatemala are all experiences that will remain throughout the teens’ lives.

Pre-Confirmation is headed to Memphis, TN | November 10-13, 2022

Ninth graders will experience the sights, sounds, culture, food, and people 
that shaped the American South, learn about the Civil Rights movement 
and how the political process impacts us. Students will be able to 
understand the importance of racial equality, civil rights, and community 
relations and get an appreciation of the freedoms with which we are 
endowed. 

As part of the weekend, students will tour the National Civil Rights 
Museum and Lorraine Motel, visit the Slave Haven Underground Railroad, 
and enjoy an interactive tour at the Soul & Rock Museum. It will be a 
weekend full of food for the mind and the soul!

Kristallnacht visit to Miami Beach Holocaust Memorial | November 13, 2022
On Sunday, November 13, our 5th and 6th grade students will commemorate the anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass.

By learning about the history and hearing a Holocaust survivor’s story, students will reflect on how 
these elements impact their world view and decisions. Students will understand their roles in their 
community and learn to respond when witnessing hatred or prejudice.

Classroom teachers, Rabbi Barras, and Rabbi Aklepi will be accompanying the students on this 
field trip.

Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.

A dynamic part of Confirmation is participation in the incredible L’taken 
Social Justice Seminar in Washington, D.C. This national program, sponsored 
by the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (RAC), introduces teens to 
current social and political issues that are being debated on Capitol Hill and 
presents the Reform movement’s positions on social justice topics. The teens 
will have the opportunity to learn, discuss, and impact the political process as 
they, along with teens from all over the country, share their views on social 
justice topics with their district’s decision-makers on Capitol Hill.

Confirmation Trip to Washington DC | December 9-12, 2022

Calling parents, teens, and religious school students who love to sing in preparation for 
YERS Live! Contact Tamara Donnenfeld at tdonnenfeld@tbam.org



Page 11Page 11

Sumiko Zayon
Youth Engagement Director

szayon@tbam.org

Daniel Goldberg, the newest addition to our YERS team
“Hey everyone! My name is Daniel Goldberg. I am excited to work as an administrative assistant as well as an 
educator for BAFTY groups and religious school. I am an FIU graduate with a history and education degree, and 
with a penchant for geography and ancient culture studies. I play guitar as a hobby and try to incorporate it into my 
sessions. I have gone to Israel twice: once on the March of the Living in 2008, and again with Birthright in 2014.
I am proud of my Judaism, and I have been immersing myself again in the Hebrew language and the Jewish 
community. I hope to bring along this excitement and energy into YERS.”

Luiz Gandelman, BAFTY Religious and Cultural VP
“Jewish education and leadership, two personal passions of mine, are factors that have had a tremendous impact on 
my life. As BAFTY’s Religious and Cultural VP, it is my goal to ensure BAFTYites connect to Judaism and have fun 
while doing so, which further bolsters learning and makes connecting to religion fun. In October, we ran BAFTY’s 
sukkah pizza party in collaboration with JSU, and BAFTYites had the opportunity to learn about Sukkot and the rules 
behind building a sukkah (albeit turned into candy terms). They competed for the best sukkah. I really enjoyed run-
ning this program with our BAFTY president (Morgan) and see this as an example of the possibility of making BAFTY 
fun and engaging without ignoring the religious and cultural aspects behind it! As I can assert from experience, 
Jewish leadership and education can be exhausting and difficult, but a lighthearted and enthusiastic approach can 
make it fun, something I am heavily committed to doing! I am excited for the year ahead working with BAFTY and 
look forward to helping all BAFTY teens connect even better to their Judaism!”

Sofia Cohn & Gaby Kushner, the latest additions to our Madrichim program
“Being part of the Madrichim program is so much fun! I love spending time with all the younger 
students at religious school on Sundays, teaching them about holidays and working with our team 
to prepare fun projects and workshops! We get to learn new leadership skills and work closely with 
YERS leadership to make everyone’s experience awesome!”

 YERS has great leaders, and recently added a few new faces.  I want to introduce them and share a little bit about them. Each person 
leads in a Jewish way, which means they care about Jewish values and principles. When starting a new position as a leader in a large 
and vibrant community such as Temple Beth Am, it is important to work with a strong team. YERS feels blessed to have the team that we 
do!   If you would like to make a difference, get involved with YERS! We have many opportunities to lead in our community. 
Visit tbam.org/YERS to learn about what we have going on this year. 

Sumiko Zayon
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programming
Andrea LeVine Kay
Program Director
akay@tbam.org

W I T H  C A N T O R  C O Y O T !
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3RD at 9:30 AM

— OUTDOOR TERR ACE —
Share the joy of Shabbat with your little ones with our Tot Shabbat! 

Join us for Shabbat songs, craft, and fun, and connect with other families as we welcome Shabbat together. 
This program is geared toward children ages 4 and under, but big brothers and sisters are welcome!

RSVP at tbam.org/totshabbat.

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR OUR NEXT TOT SHABBAT!  
Saturday, February 4: Tu BiSh’vat Edition 

tbam.org/totshabbat



�fter services, we will en�oy a festive 
dinner and learnin� in the �hapel�
$36 for dinner. 
RSVP at  tbam.org/talmudtorah

THE  
DR. LENORE KIPPER 
TALMUD TORAH AWARD

In this “House of the People” my family and I found 
a home. We were introduced to Reform Jewish 
education, customs and values. There was an 
intimacy between the clergy and the congregants 
that I never realized existed. That made Temple Beth 
Am and my family grow more meaningful every day. 
The study of Torah gave me a reason for being a Jew 
for all of my life—before, during, and after! 
— Bill Silver

We were a young family when we moved to Miami 
in 1977, and found a welcoming synagogue in our 
neighborhood, Temple Beth Am, where all four of our 
children attended religious and Hebrew school and 
celebrated bar and bat mitzvahs. Little did we realize 
that our children were not the only ones to receive 
a Jewish education here. We found a rich offering of 
intellectually stimulating adult classes where we studied 
on Wednesday night, and Judy joined the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah class and began attending Sabbath Torah 
study. For many years since then, both of us have 
continued with weekly Torah study, where our lives are 
enriched not only with the beauty of Torah, but also with 
a very special community within Beth Am. 
— Ken and Judy Rosenthal

Temple Beth Am presents this honor to congregants who have contributed 
significantly to the temple by engaging thoughtfully in our Adult Education programs. 

Join us for Shabbat services on Friday, November 18th as we finally honor 
our 2020 recipients, Bill Silver and Ken & Judy Rosenthal!

OUR HONOREES REFLECT ON THEIR TIME AT TEMPLE BETH AM:
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RSVP online for all events at  
www.tbam.org/sundaysalon 

Adult Reading Room Library events are 
coordinated by Etta Gold MLS RJE, Congregational 

Librarian. Contact Etta at egold@tbam.org 

NOVEMBER 6, 2022
Guest Speaker Kathie Klarreich

When people have the ability to listen and be heard, strong and safe communities are formed.
Kathie Klarreich is Founder and Executive Director of Exchange for Change, which offers writing courses in prisons 
and runs letter exchanges between incarcerated students and writers studying on the outside.  Exchange for 
Change believes education is a human right and prepares those who are incarcerated  for return into the 
community while providing a vision and understanding of their circumstance to their counterparts.  

JJooiinn  uuss  aatt  1100::3300  AAMM  ffoorr  aa  bbaaggeell,,  aa  ccooffffeeee  aanndd  aa  sscchhmmoooozzee
CChhaappeell,,  TThhee  LLeewwiiss  FFaammiillyy  RReelliiggiioouuss  LLiiffee  CCoommpplleexx

IInn  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  wwiitthh

Sunday Salon would like to extend our appreciation to the Brotherhood for sharing this beautiful program with us.

Exchange for Change offers prison visits through a special program of the  Frederick Douglass Project, which 
seeks to bring prisoners and community members together for face-to-face conversation that highlight our 
shared humanity.  Temple Beth Am Brotherhood and Sisterhood participated in this program and found      
it to be a mutually beneficial and life altering experience.  You, too, can do this mitzvah!
Kathie Klarreich  is the author of "Madame Dread: A Tale of Love, Vodou, and Civil Strife in Haiti" and a contributor to two anthologies: 
"So Spoke the Earth" and "Women, Writing, and Prison." In 2010 she received a Knight International Journalism Fellowship to 
train journalists in investigative reporting in Haiti, where she spent half of the last 24 years reporting for print, radio and 
television, including Time, The New York Times, ABC, and NPR. 

Where can I find support for my recovery?
TEMPLE BETH AM’S

Recovery Through a Jewish Lens
 

If you are in recovery, a loved one of someone in recovery or interested in getting help for your addiction, join 
us at our monthly support group. Every month we explore topics to help strengthen our recovery with the 

insights and spiritual guidance of our Jewish heritage.
 

Our support group meets on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. this fall in 
Meeting Room 3 at Temple Beth Am, 5950 N Kendall Drive.

  
November 29

Jewish insights for living in the counterculture to “eat, drink and be merry.”
 

Open to the community, confidentiality is observed. 
For more information contact Rabbi Jaime Aklepi at jaklepi@tbam.org.
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DAY School
Nora Anderson, M.S., M.Ed.
Head of School
nanderson@tbam.org

Several years ago, before my time as Head of School, 
Temple Beth Am leaders past and present concluded that it 
was time to modernize and enhance our campus’s physical 
structures. It was clear that the premier education we offered 
required state-of-the-art facilities. It would enhance the breadth 
of our scope and reach while maintaining our current identity. 
Thanks to their dedication and leadership—and the support of 
many donors—this vision became a reality. And last August, 
after much anticipation, we opened the doors to our brand-new 
school building. 
 
So, a little over a year later, how are we faring?
 
The short answer: we are flourishing.
 
If you were to visit our school on any given day, the classrooms 
and hallways would be pulsating with students learning 
collaboratively, exploring the world around them, and 
interacting socially with their classmates. The walls are filled 
with students’ work product, student council posters, and 
beautiful art displays. Our new school building provides our 
students and faculty with so many opportunities. Our spaces 
have been designed to enlighten and transform the student 
experience and the ways in which we educate. Every area on 
Rambam’s new campus has become a space for learning and 
community building.
 
Our new building has allowed enrollment to reach soaring 
levels. With the physical capacity for four classes per 
elementary school grade (and more per early childhood 
level), plus additional classrooms with flexible seating, we 
can accommodate more students than ever before, all while 
maintaining our community-minded, small-school feeling.
 We have been able to expand our state-of-the-art educational 
programming, such as STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math) instruction and a maker space lab. 
Our open spaces and flexible multipurpose rooms now give 
us the flexibility to adapt to new educational opportunities 
and emerging technologies. For example, last year, we were 
able to offer not one but two STREAM Enrichment Days. 
This integrated the subjects of science, technology, religion, 
engineering, art, and mathematics—along with other subjects 
such as music and library—into one fun and challenging day. 
Students took full advantage of our community spaces and 
wide-open atrium to work in teams to accomplish their goals. 
Fifth graders, for example, dropped makeshift nests from the 
top of the atrium as the entire elementary school gathered 
in anticipation to see if the eggs inside landed safely without 
cracking. 

 We now have space for multiple Hebrew classrooms, music 
rooms, art facilities, and so much more. On the third floor, for 
example, we have an ample meeting space that also houses 
our Shuk Rambam, our new marketplace that allows students 
to have a genuine Israeli marketplace shopping experience. 
Students can learn to buy and sell items entirely in Hebrew. 
 
Our younger learners have also been taking full advantage of 
all our new campus offers. With so much outdoor space, our 
students can safely explore their outdoor surroundings, whether 
it is via riding toys on their new trike track, climbing on the 
many climbing structures, or running on the soft turf. They 
happily partake in Shabbat services on the atrium steps and 
enjoy learning and socializing with other students in their wide-
open, shared hallways. 
 
Overall, we have seen such growth over the past year; growth 
in our students, faculty, and programming. We have enhanced 
much of our curricula, including adding the Writing Revolution 
program and implementing a new math curriculum that 
emphasizes collaboration and problem-solving. Overall, we are 
able to offer educational experiences that are active, social, and 
engaging. Students have been able to learn on a deeper level as 
they continue to develop critical thinking, communication, and 
accountability skills. Our increased flexibility at Rambam allows 
students to make decisions and follow their curiosities, creating 
new levels of confidence and self-esteem. 
 
And come spring, the Hub, the final phase of construction, 
will provide a new dining facility with increased kitchen and 
dining area space. It will offer a brand-new gymnasium and 
performance space. The Hub will accommodate recitals, art 
exhibits, sporting events, and so much more. 
 
So, yes, I believe we are faring quite well in the new building. 
We are joyfully thriving—and so grateful for it. 

Nora Anderson
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Brotherhood

Family Dinner
Sunday, December 18th, 5:00 pm
Bring the whole family and enjoy a fun-filled Bar-B-Q 

dinner with the Brotherhood of Temple Beth Am.
Of course, what would Chanukah be without potato latkes and 

sufganiyot (jelly doughnuts)! Let’s celebrate together this year!
$18 per family for 2022–23 Brotherhood members and their families

This is a great opportunity for all members of Brotherhood 
to socialize with other members and their families as we get together 

for a good ole fashioned Bar-B-Q.

Details/RSVP at tbam.org/brotherhoodchanukah

Chanukah_Dinner_ad  10/17/22  8:37 PM  Page 1

Last Chance To Buy A Brick

DON’T MISS OUT!

BUY YOUR BRICK TODAY! TBAM.ORG/BRICKS 

DEADLINE

NOVEMBER 30, 2022
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GIVE MIAMI DAY 
THURSDAY 11/17/22
» 24 hours of online giving
» A Miami-Dade community-wide day of giving

with over 900 non-profits participating!
» Donate $25 or more to Temple Beth Am
» Help us reach our goal of $25,000

NEW EARLY GIVING DONATION PERIOD 
» The GiveMiamiDay.org portal will open up for an Early Giving 

donation period from Monday, November 14th through 
Wednesday, November 16th.

Questions? Contact Ilana Gilat, Development Director igilat@tbam.org
or Jacquie Wechsler at jpw@wechslerdevelopment.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

NOVEMBER 17, 2022

tbam.org/GiveMiamiDay
Please include Temple Beth Am in your Give Miami Day Contributions!
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MAZEL TOV B'NAI MITZVAH
Sam Lipof
November 5, 2022

Sam is a 7th grade student at Palmetto Middle School. He is a great student, a caring friend and 
brother, and loves to tell jokes and stories. Sam loves tennis, baseball, gaming, and spending time 
with friends and family. His parents, Allison and Stephen; older brother, Daniel; and younger 
sister, Hannah, are very excited to celebrate his bar mitzvah with him and share in this important 
milestone. 

Shai Or Waizbrot
November 12, 2022

Shai is in 8th grade at Ransom Everglades. Currently a brown belt in Tae Kwon Do, he is a smart, 
fun student who also enjoys playing music and volleyball. Shai loves spending summers in Israel, 
where every year he visits family and friends and attends Camp Kimama. He’s passionate about 
flying and can often be seen spotting and documenting aircraft in different locations across Miami. 
His parents, Shelly and Gustavo, and his sister, Sol, look forward to celebrating his bar mitzvah.

Benjamin Debowsky
November 12, 2022

Ben is a Rambam Day School graduate and a current 7th grade student at Palmetto Middle School. 
Ben has also attended URJ Camp Coleman since 4th grade. He loves basketball, music, and collecting 
vinyl records. Ben created “Mitzvah Basketball” to help raise money to purchase sports equipment 
for underprivileged children in our community. Ben’s parents, Shari and Stuart, and his sister, 
Lizzie, are beyond proud of his commitment to his bar mitzvah preparation and cannot wait to cele-
brate with him on this momentous occasion. 

Jadon Dreilinger
November 19, 2022

Jadon is a 7th grade student in the drama program at Southwood Middle School and a Rambam Day 
School graduate. Jadon is a bright and thoughtful young man who approaches the world with a cre-
ative and inquisitive spirit. His love of music and performance is contagious to those who love him. 
Jadon’s parents, Jaime and Aaron Dreilinger, and his siblings, Aviva and Derek, are so proud of 
his accomplishments and look forward to his special day. 

Chloe Carletta
November 19, 2022

Chloe is a graduate of Rambam Day School and is currently a 7th grader at Palmetto Middle School. 
She loves being a part of the dance company at the Miami Dance Collective, spending time with 
friends and family, baking, and taking care of her pets. Our family is excited to celebrate this special 
occasion with her. Her parents, Doug and Nathalie, brother Colin, and sister Camila, are beyond 
proud of her always.  
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MAZEL TOV B'NAI MITZVAH

Tory Young
November 26, 2022

Tory is a 7th grader at Riviera Prep. She is a great friend, teammate, and sister to Alexa. She loves 
volleyball, her dogs, her friends, and her TV shows. She works very hard at everything she does and 
practicing for her b’not mitzvah is no different. Her mom, Jami, and dad, Courtney, are so proud 
and excited to honor her and celebrate with their family and friends. 

Alexa Young 
November 26, 2022

Alexa is a 7th grader at Riviera Prep. She is kind, strong, thoughtful, and funny. She loves volleyball, 
her friends, her pets, and her twin sister Tory. Alexa always gives her best effort in everything she 
does. She has worked so hard for her b’not mitzvah. Her mom, Jami, and dad, Courtney, are so 
proud of her and can’t wait to honor her and celebrate with their friends and family. 

Ruby Mac Krekelberg
November 26, 2022

Ruby is a 7th grader at John Adams Middle School in Santa Monica, California. Ruby is a talented 
artist and has won numerous awards for her art. A former Nutcracker ballerina, her current hobbies 
include aerial silks, listening to music, and spending time with friends. Her mother, Pam Suchman, 
and father, Steve Krekelberg, are so very proud of her and look forward to celebrating her special 
day.

Lisa and Barry Eichenbaum on the birth of grandson Andre Luke Ellis

Susan and Glenn Fusfield on the engagement of their son Bryan to Charlotte Ableman

Janet and Jerry Kelfer on the birth of granddaughter, Emma Samantha Kelfer

Tammy and Steven Klein on the wedding of their son David to Alana (Gross) Klein and on the marriage of Carly 
Klein to Danielle Greenbaum

Brad and Lauren Sokol on the birth of granddaughter Emma Lynn Carroll

MAzel Tov TO...



Festive dinner, live music and dancing to follow!

$54  for Adults
$25  for Under 18

Please RSVP by December 5th

tbam.org/installation

Installation of Senior Cantor Tifani Coyot

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2022
6:30 PM SERVICE

Judy & Daniel Kempler
Jamie & Shaun Kolnick

Michelle & Gary Kramer
Susan & Dick Lampen

Beth & Chad Lang
Sheri & Steve Lieberman

Aida & Neil Littauer
Roberta Mandel & Joan Schaeffer

Maritza & Don McClaskey
Pamela & Larry Misrahi

Edith Osman & Paul Pataky
Jenna Citron Pinchuk & Bryan Pinchuk

Mycki & Stuart Ratzan

Daniela Zanzuri Beiner & Ed Beiner
Tatiana & Lior Brawrmen

Lauren Bronfman & Dan Levine
Monica & Oded Cedar

Judy & Dan Cowan
Tracy & Alexis Garcia

Marissa & Jordan Gimelstein
Carolina & Harvey Gurland

Laura & Jason Haim
Abigail & Adam Hall
Jodi & Frank Hessel
Shelley & Joe Jacoby

Rachel & Alex Schapiro
Shelley & David Schwadron

Ed Schwartz
Sarah & Allan Serviansky

Jackie & Rich Siegel
Sharon & Howard Socol

Samantha & Geoffrey Swerdlin
Allison Szmulewicz & Stephen Lipof

Ilana Tanenbaum & Carlos Shteremberg
Ashley & Eric Tintsman
Michelle & Walter Weber

David Young & Scott Bernstein

Host Committee
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Give Thanks, Give Back! 

SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20

10:00 AM
AT THE ALPER JCC ROT

UNDA

This year join Federations Jewish volunteer center to create over 1000 
bento boxes for those experiencing hunger in Miami. Make sandwiches, 
chop fruits and vegetables, and enjoy your day giving back. 
For more information and to reserve a spot, please email sklein@gmjf.org

THE JANETZ”L AND RICHARD YULMAN CAMPUS 
5950 N. Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, Florida 33156    T 305 667 6667    F 305 662 8619    www.tbam.org

Jeremy Barras, Senior Rabbi 
Tifani Coyot, Cantor

Rachel Greengrass, M.A.R.E., Rabbi
Jaime K. Aklepi, D.D., Rabbi

Rachelle F. Nelson, D.M., Cantor Emerita 
Herbert M. Baumgardz”l, D.H.L., D.D.,  

Founding Rabbi Emeritus
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
David Young, President

Richard Siegel, Executive Vice President
Alex Krys, Treasurer

VICE PRESIDENTS
Michelle Weber, Administration

Howard Wolofsky,  
Branding & Communications

Robert Behar, Day School
Kate Lampen-Sachar, Development
Edith Osman, Events & Engagement

Carolina Gurland, Membership
Jennifer Glasser, Programming

Ed Schwartz, Religious Practices
Judy Cowan, Tikkun Olam

Dan Farkas, YERS
Andy Wolf, Corresponding Secretary

Lisa Heller Green, Recording Secretary
David Deutch, At Large

Cristina Krislav, At Large
Michelle Kramer, At Large

Stuart Ratzan, Immediate Past President
Daniela Zanzuri, Prior Past President

Andrew Berman, Temple Counsel
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sara Berkowitz
Elizabeth Biondo

Hadassah Blum
Larry Brooks
Greg Frankel

Jason Haim
Adam Hall
Jay Koren

Susan Lampen
Beth Lang

David Leibowitz
Sheri Lieberman

Stephen Lipof
Roberta Mandel

Pam Misrahi
Susan Rosenthal

Paola Saiontz
Greg Sandler

Christy Hertz Schurr
Sharon Socol

Monica Warman
AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS

Lauren Robbins, BAFTY
William Grossman, Board of Trustees

Donald McClaskey, Brotherhood
Barbara Havenick & Jessica Moskowitz,  

Day School Board
Sara Berkowitz & Natalie Firestone, PATIO

Dilia Grossman, Sisterhood
Jeff Agron, YERS Board

MEMBER PAST PRESIDENTS
William Silver

Michael Weisberg
Gary Cohen

Robert Berrin
Mel Rappaport

Lily Serviansky
Joe Jacoby
Bea Citron

Jodi Hessel
Robert Schatzman
Howard Wolofsky

Richard W. Hoffman
Susan Henkin
Adrian Dubow

William Grossman
ADMINISTRATION

Brian Chartock, Executive Director
Nora Anderson, M.Ed., M.S., Head of Day School

Tamara Donnenfeld, M.A.R.E., R.J.E.,  
Lifelong Learning Director

Mo Fisch, Day School Judaic Studies Director
Lenore Kipper, D.H.L., R.J.E.,  

Judaic Studies Director Emerita
Michelle Cohen, Campus Activities Director

Ilana Gilat, Development Director
John Wenzel, Finance Director

Rita Diaz, Membership Director
Andrea LeVine, Program Director

Sharon Levi, Security Director
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THE TBAM GARDEN SANCTUARY GROWS TOGETHER 
Sundays from 8:30am-11:30am 
Everyone is welcome! We need you!
DECEMBER 11, 2022

JOIN US 
Planting Seeds To Share With Our Community
Sunday, November 13, 2022 
8:30am-11:30am
A family friendly morning in our TBAM Garden Sanctuary.
Meet great people as we tend to our new vegetable crops and maintain the  Garden. 
Share your knowledge, talents, tools and energy!
Bring your gloves, water and hat!

Want to host an event in the Garden? 
RSVP and reach us at garden@tbam.org
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Be Part of this 
Historical Campaign

Add your name as a proud supporter 
of this historical campaign on the Donor Wall in The Hub.

DONOR S WHO

PLEDGE $10,000 
OR MORE  

(over a period of 5 years)

WILL BE RECOGNIZED ON OUR

DONOR WALL

NOVEMBER 30, 2022
is the 

DEADLINE 
FOR SIGNING A PLEDGE TO BE 

INCLUDED ON THE

DONOR WALL

ALL DONOR NAMES IN THE 

RAMBAM DAY SCHOOL 
DONOR WALL 
will be recognized on 

THE HUB  
DONOR WALL

WE ARE SO PROUD OF HOW FAR WE HAVE COME

FOUR YEARS AGO
We launched the 
Beyond the Curve 
Capital Campaign. 
November 2018

Over 460 families have answered our 
call and made financial pledges. 
TOTAL: Over $52.4 million

We are asking YOU to help us get 
to the finish line.
CAMPAIGN GOAL: $55 million

FIFTEEN MONTHS AGO
We opened the doors to 
Rambam Day School in a 
brand-new, state-of-the-
art building. 
August 2021

SIX MONTHS FROM NOW 
We will open the doors to 
The Hub and welcome our 
community to a fabulous 
new center for Jewish life.  
April 2023
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Let’s close the Beyond the Curve Capital Campaign TOGETHER in 5783!

MAKE A PLEDGE TODAY 
Contact Ilana Gilat, Development Director, at 786.364.9429 or igilat@tbam.org

• In our High Holy Day brochure, we recognized all donors who made financial 
commitments of $10,000 or more

• All donors of any level of giving are appreciated and recognized on our website:  
www.tbam.org/BTCDonors

TBAM.ORG/BEYONDTHECURVE

Aerial image as of September 13, 2022

THIS IS OUR YEAR



Shanah tovah TBAM! Given that our community was fortunate enough to be spared by the direct and tragic impacts of Hurricane Ian, this 
feels like a particularly good time to embrace a core concept of our faith, and the focus of the Tikkun Olam Committee—to repair the world. 
This year, perhaps we start with our neighbors who were in Ian’s path. As you are likely already aware, TBAM is supporting the Greater 
Miami Jewish Federation—an organization with decades of experience in providing aid to both Jewish and non-Jewish communities—and 
the TOC and TBAM encourage you to donate to the Federation’s Hurricane Ian Relief Fund to help end the suffering of our neighbors.

Separately, the TOC is hard at work developing opportunities for our members to help our immediate and extended communities build a 
more generous, just and kinder world. At present, your fellow TBAM members are preparing regular tikkun olam programming for our kids 
and parents, young adults, seniors, and marginalized communities (among others). Additionally (and with great excitement!) planning for 
this year’s Mitzvah Day is well underway (mark your calendars—it’s Sunday, February 26!).

In the meantime, as everyone gets a little more comfortable returning to campus in a more-open, less Covid-contagious new era, the TOC 
is eager to reconnect the TBAM community with itself. As part of this effort, we are asking for your help as we develop the following:

The TBAM community is smart and passionate. Why not hear from your fellow members on subjects ranging from current events, 
news, politics, entertainment, art, law, finance, religion, family, health, medicine, science, technology, and so on? To this end, we’re 
requesting you submit your friend, partner, family member, colleague, whomever and of whatever age—even yourself!—to talk about 
his or her passions, interests, skills, concerns, and efforts to right injustice, end poverty, spread smiles, better our minds and bodies, 
raise consciousnesses, support open dialogues, and the like. We’ll host chats, discussions, round tables and get TBAM talking! Please 
email your submissions to toctbam@gmail.com (and put “TBAM Talks” in the subject line) and we’ll be in touch.

Do you have an idea for a community service project? If so, 
tell us! Are you aware of a project already happening at 
TBAM, but don’t know how to get involved? Ask us! We want 
you on the TOC team and to help you help us repair the world. 
Please email your submissions to toctbam@gmail.com  
(and put “Passion” in the subject line) and we’ll be in touch. 

PASSION PROJECTS

TBAM TALKS

The TOC has a lot of programming in the 
works and on the books. Please take a 
peek and keep an eye out for emails with 
more information on forthcoming events.  

Let’s talk soon, 

Rebecca Holljes, 
Tikkun Olam Chair

The general election is on Tuesday, November 8, when we will elect a Governor, US Senator, US 
Representatives, Florida legislators, and a host of local officials. As in 2020, we at Beth Am would 
like to be a 100% voting congregation, meaning that everyone eligible to vote does so. 

     Thank you to everyone who participated with our Tikkun Olam Committee   
     in partnership with The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism’s Every 
     Voice, Every Vote campaign. Together, we heard from election experts, 
     did postcarding to low-propensity voters, met with our county Supervisor of 
     Elections, and made calls to Floridians encouraging them to vote. 

1   On election day, you must vote at your local precinct as shown on your voter 
registration card sent out over the summer. You may not vote at the early 
voting sites on election day unless that happens to also be your assigned 
polling place. There are many new precincts. You can find your polling place 
and review your sample ballot (and look up all other voting questions) by 
going to the Supervisor of Elections website www.miamidade.gov/global/
elections/home.page.

THE ELECTIONS 
ARE HERE! 

VOTE
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2   Early voting runs through November 6.

3     If you have a Vote by Mail ballot, it should be mailed by November 2 to 
ensure it is received in time. You may also drop off the ballot at any early 
voting site during their hours of operation. 

4   On election day, Vote by Mail ballots may only be returned in person to the 
Supervisor’s office in Doral or at the downtown Government Center office no 
later than 7:00 pm.

5   You may return no more than two ballots other than your own, except that 
additional ballots may be returned for your spouse or you or your spouse’s 
parent, child, grandparent, grandchild, or sibling. When you return your 
own ballot, if you show your driver’s license, your ballot will be signature 
verified at that time. All other ballots not returned by the voter with a 
driver’s license will be accepted and verified by election day. There is no 
requirement to produce a driver’s license; if you don’t, your ballot will later 
be signature verified.

6   If you have a Vote by Mail ballot that you don’t return and you 
wish to vote in person on November 8, you may be asked to 
surrender your Vote by Mail ballot, but this is not required. 
Once you send in your Vote by Mail ballot, you may not vote in 
person. Remember, your vote matters! 

JAFCO CHANUKAH GIFT DRIVE 
OCTOBER 27 - DECEMBER 1 

Shop on Amazon or in person and help make the  
Chanukah wishes of 500 children come true by donating  

new toys for children receiving services through Jewish Adoption 
and Family Care Options (JAFCO). Find gift requests posted  

on the Temple side of the Rambam Day School and go to  
www.tbam.org/JAFCO and click on the link to see wish lists, 
including the names and ages of the kids and buy their gifts  

from there. However, please don’t wrap them!
JAFCO’s mission is to care for abused, neglected and at-risk 

children as well as those with developmental disabilities in the 
Jewish community and to work in partnership with families  

and the entire community. 
Got questions? Email your gift drive chairs  

Melissa Ginsburg (melissaginsburg@yahoo.com)  
and Jennifer Diemar (jenniferdiemar@aol.com)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS DURING OUR  
ANNUAL HIGH HOLY DAYS FOOD DRIVE! 

Rambam students with Rabbi Greengrass learning about food insecurity  
and your brown-bag donations received at JCS.

VOLUNTEERS  
AT THE GARDEN

September preparations for this year’s 
TBAM Garden re-opening on October 9! 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SPEAKER SERIES
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

6PM-8PM
Social Justice in Action! Join us as we learn from Florida Rising  

and RAC-FL about how to engage low-propensity/high-
opportunity voters. Our right to vote is one of the things  

that makes our American democracy so great. Judaism teaches 
that voting is not just a civic duty, but can also be seen as a 

mitzvah. In the Talmud, Rabbi Yitzhak taught, “A ruler is not to be 
appointed unless the community is first consulted.” We will learn 
together about our Jewish responsibility to help every voice to be 
heard and every vote to be counted. We will be calling potential 

voters and asking them to vote. THIS IS NON-PARTISAN.  
Every vote and every voice needs to be heard in a democracy;  

we are helping people exercise their rights - we are not soliciting 
on behalf of any political party or candidate. Please join us!  Light 

food will be served.  

Remember, your vote counts! 

All the best, 

Jeff Agron, 
RAC-FL

UPCOMING EVENTS
AND RECAPS

DONATE TO THE GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERATION’S 
HURRICANE IAN RELIEF FUND BY VISITING THEIR WEBPAGE  
jewishmiami.org/gift/hurricane-ian/ 
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Dear Sisterhood Members and Friends,

When you read this month’s Sisterhood page, we will have held our largest Sisterhood Event: EAT LAUGH LOVE.  
I am writing my greeting on September 28th, one day after Rosh Hashanah.  Since I prefer to be in the present and 
cannot predict the future, I would like to share some reflections on Rabbi Barras’s sermon that are applicable to our 
Opening Event. He talked about doing Mitzvot (613). I went down the rabbit hole and printed all of them, 30 pages 
in total. I started to think about what makes our Sisterhood and its programming worthwhile. We do many mitzvot 
individually and collectively. Currently, the mitzvot of loving the stranger speaks to me and you. The success of our 
programs is reflected not by numbers of women that attended, but more in how each of us welcomed and listened 
to a new member or guest, introduced them to other TBAM congregants and learned what interests them about 
our community and Sisterhood. We all gain from these interpersonal social opportunities; we have experience and 
knowledge of all that results from extending our love, friendship, and full embrace to new members. I thank everyone 
who volunteered to create and implement our Opening Event. 

I thank all of you who attended and enjoyed the evening and connected with old and new friends. We have so many 
more shared opportunities to spend time together. Join us as we continue to bring relevant Sisterhood programming to 
TBAM at tbam.org/joinsisterhood. Thank you to all our Sisterhood Board members and Sisterhood members who have 
worked on past programs and continue to work on programs in the future. Our next Board Meeting is Wednesday, 
November 16th at 7 PM in the Chapel. Everyone is welcome. Please contact Sheri Lieberman, Executive Vice President, 
if you would like to attend at sgl901@bellsouth.net. Happy Thanksgiving. We have so much to be grateful for. 

Warmly, 
Susan Lampen,
Sisterhood President

Art & Torah Class
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The Marvelous  
Mrs. Marcie Marks

Returns!
Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 PM 

Catering Kitchen
Make a delicious and gorgeous gift with Thanksgiving and 

Chanukah Cookies. This event is limited to 24 people. 
Cost is $18pp for supplies and includes wine and cheese. 

RSVP by November 1 at tbam.org/cookies.

Sisterhood Book Club
  Thursday, November 3, 7:00 PM
Join us at our monthly Sisterhood Book Club meeting to discuss   
“Mercy Street” by Jennifer Haig. We will meet via Zoom and Judith Davidoff 
will facilitate. RSVP to Angela Durand at gingerdurand@yahoo.com   
or Lori Fabry at lpfabry@gmail.com.

Lunch & Learn
  Tuesday, November 1, 12:00–1:30 PM
  Chapel, The Lewis Family Religious Life Complex
Caring for Our Friends, Family Members and Ourselves – Join Rabbi 
Barras, Sisterhood, and our acclaimed speaker, Dr. Marc E. Agronin 
at this Lunch and Learn. Dr. Agronin is a board-certified geriatric 
psychiatrist and an internationally- recognized expert in the field of 
dementia, and will present the following talk “Understanding and 
Managing Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease: Resources for Patients  
& Caregivers, Innovative Treatment Options, and Prevention.” He is the 
Senior Vice President  for Behavioral Health and Chief Medical Officer for  
the Mind Institute  at Miami Jewish Health. To RSVP and order lunch,  
visit  tbam.org/mindinstitute. Beverages and snacks will be provided!

Writing Workshops
  November 9, 16, 30, 10:30 AM–12:00 PM
  Conference Room 3
Ricki Dorn will be leading this program on Wednesday mornings. Cost is $10 per 
workshop or $50 for the series of six workshops, to be collected at the meetings.

Please contact Pamela Lear to register at lear4752@yahoo.com  or 858.775.0409. 
More information and details at tbam.org/WritingWorkshop.

Sisterhood Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 PM 

Chapel, The Lewis Family Religious Life Complex

tbam.org/sisterhood 
For more information on all programs, please e-mail  

us at sisterhood@tbam.org. Please include your phone 
number so we can call you back.



Shana Tovah! Although you’re reading this in November, these 
words were “penned” the day after Rosh HaShanah, and so 
Rabbi Ada Zavidov, the members of Kehilat Har-El, and yours 
truly share our very best wishes for a happy and healthy new 
year!

Leading up to the New 
Year, we were delighted 
and honored to welcome 
Israel’s Minister of 
Diaspora Affairs, Dr. 
Nachman Shai, to 
deliver a lecture at our 
congregation on Saturday 
morning, September 17, 
about the challenges of 
Israeli-Diaspora relations. 
Dr. Shai is a dear friend 
to the Israeli Reform 
movement, and his father, 
Eliezer Shaikewitz z”l, 
was a member of the 
congregation and served 
for a number of years 
as our treasurer (and 
for transparency’s sake, was very involved in hiring me). That 
being said, this is the first time, at least in the 21 years that I’ve 
been the cantor of Har-El, that an Israeli cabinet minister has 
visited our community and addressed our congregation. The 
lecture was held at the conclusion of Shabbat morning services, 
and so to our delight, Minister Shai also joined us for Shabbat 
services as well, where we were able to honor him with an 
aliyah l’Torah. Israeli politicians have addressed our movement 
before, but for a cabinet minister to actually attend a Shabbat 
service here in Israel (and be willing to be filmed doing it) and 
then formally speak in the synagogue (and in particular during 
election season) is testament to continued integration of the 
Reform movement into the Israeli mainstream.

Also leading up to the holidays, we held a pre-Rosh HaShanah 
event with participants from Kehilah Tomechet. Kehilat 
Tomechet is a non-profit organization through the local 
community center which provides support for elderly residents 
living alone in the Jerusalem city-center and surrounding 
neighborhoods. Although at first the local community center 
was very hesitant for any cooperation with the Reform 
movement for fear of alienating its Orthodox and “observant” 
clientele, our joint holiday programs with them are in our fifth 
year, with more than 20 participants from Kehilah Tomechet 
joining us in our garden for stories, discussions, and songs for 
Rosh HaShanah and the holiday season. The “compromise” with 
the community center is that the programs are held at Har-El 

and not at the community center, but the Orthodox (!) staff are 
the first to praise us and share how meaningful our holiday 
programs are for its participants.

And lastly, in addition to finally being able to hold Rosh 
HaShanah services without any COVID restrictions, it was 

a true pleasure after 
a two-year COVID 
hiatus to mark the 2nd 
day of Rosh Hashanah 
with visits to home-
bound members of 
the congregation who 
couldn’t physically 
attend services at the 
synagogue and hear 
the shofar blown. The 
tradition began a few 
years ago before the 
advent of livestreaming 
and then was put 
on hold during the 
pandemic and ensuing 

restrictions (in particular, 
at nursing homes/assisted 

living facilities). Although we’ve continued our livestream 
broadcasts, it’s still only a virtual experience. So the elderly 
members who haven’t been able to attend synagogue for a few 
years now were truly appreciative of the opportunity to finally 
welcome the new year together in person, as Rabbi Ada and I 
made six different stops across the city throughout the morning 
and again late afternoon, with a honey cake and shofar in hand. 
It’s what community is all about.

Looking forward to welcoming you to your sister congregation 
here in Jerusalem on your next trip to Israel,

Cantor Evan Cohen

A Message From
Our Sister Congregation

From left to right: Rabbi Ada Zavidov, Har-El chairman Zvi Giladi, Israel’s 
Minister for Diaspora Affairs Dr. Nachman Shai, and Cantor Evan Cohen
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RELATIONS OOUHal �---
South Dadt' Brauch 

VOLUNTEER WITH US! 
3RDANNUAL 
DRIVETHRU 

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE 

' 

TIMPU IITIIAM 

In partnership with 
South Dade synagogues 

and Temple Beth Am 

Toys will be distributed In partnership with: 
• JCS KOSHER FOOD BANK 
• SANT LA 
• HAITIAN NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER, INC.
• EN FAMILIA
• SWEET HOME BAPTIST MINISTRY
• BRANCHES

5950 N KENDALL DRIVE PINECREST, FL 33156

PLEASE DROP OFF NEW,
UNWRAPPED TOYS FOR AGES 0-16
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George Meredith
Deborah Miller
Marcella Millman*
Laura Modlin
Douglas Nelson
Stanley Nelson
Edith Oelsner
Irwin Payne
Dorothy Frank Pearlman
Alan Phillips
Edythe Reiser
Marcia Resnick
Ralph “Rudy” Rose
Stanley H. Roth*
JoAnn Rozansky*
Elaine Levine Sherman*
Eugene Silverstein*
Abe J. Singer
Ida Tischler*
Florence Tunkel
Gail Vinocur
Gerald M. Weinstein*
Daniel Wise
 
Week ending
November 11, 2022

Harold Aibel
Oscar Baisman*
Goldie Berkowitz
Jerry Berman*
Sandy Block*
Simon H. Bloom*
Miriam Brightman
Jacques Cachot
Robin Caradonna
Peggy Connolly
Lillian Davis
Phyllis Deutsch
Carol Glassman 
  Donaldson
Jacob Douek
Henry Dreyer
Adolph Einspruch
Arnold Elfer
Hedy Engel Carlin*
David Fleeman
Elva Fried
Glenda Friedman
Erica Gerstin
Rose Glaser*
Dorothy Gorman
Yvette Granite
Glenn N. Greenfield*
Bernard Earl Hirsch*

Claire Blazer
Constance Bram*
Carole Brown*
Todd Burstein
Colby Cardenas
Ralph Cohen*
Dr. Sol Colsky
Harold Cowan
Daniel Cravitt*
Lottie Diak
Amalia Distenfeld
Elsie C. Dreyfus
Albert S. Dubbin*
Marguerite Durlacher
Bertha Ertel*
Louis Fehder
Robert Feldman
Rose Finkelstein*
Sylvia First
George Goldberg
Maclyn Goldman
Dan Golinsky 
Lawrence “Larry” Green
Morris Harris
Sara Hazan
Diane Star Heller*
Alvin M. “Al” Hoffman*
Norman Kantor*
Benjamin Kaplan
Lilly Salgo Katz*
Samantha Kelfer*
Jean Kleiman
Charlotte Gloria Koblenz*
A. Milton Koenig*
Herman Kravetz
Ethel Kressel
Solomon Krug*
David Lampen
Dr. J. Oliver Lampen
Ida S. Lax*
Louis Levinson
Helen Lieberman*
Harry Linett
Edward V. Lustig*
Juliette Malca
Hilda Margolin
David Milgram*
Gino Molinari
Solomon Mollov*
Frank Nankin
Dr. David Perelman*
Charles Pollack
Sylvia Reiser*
Mildred Robins*
Marion Cohen Rubin*

Fannie Kallechstein*
Joseph Kamensky*
Joyce Weinstein Kazlow*
Beth Koren
Carol Kresberg Reese
Hyman Krulewitch*
Rose Kurzweil
Harry Leitman*
Lilyan Levy
Helen Lieb
Henry Liebman*
Elinor Maultasch
Sue Miller
Abner Millman
Aaron L. Mintz*
Dorothy Mirnoff
Ana Nacach
Harry Orlin
Maria Parada
Midge Pasternack
Louis Rauchman*
Esther Astrid Reiter
Phil Revitz*
Elaine Richman
Hedy Ringel
Julius Roistacher
William Rosen*
Herschel Rosenthal
Irene Rosin Felder
Leon Rothkopf
Walter Rubinstein
Milton R. Russinof*
Alvis Sherouse*
Irene Siegel
Zara Vitto
Samuel Weinstein*
Milton Weiss
Diane Whitman Wolfe*
Ian Yankwitt
Minerva Zayon Jomolca
 
Week ending
November 18, 2022

Max Abramowitz
Bess Aibel*
Henry Arman*
Arthur S. Baker*
Alexander Bedine*
Irma Benvenisty
Neil J. Berman*
Solomon Bernat
Joyce Beskind Grodnick
Irving Biederman
Beggy Bieley*

Week ending
November 4, 2022

Adele K. Ades*
Leon Agranov
Fanny Alperowitz*
Donald Barnett
Arthur Bassman
Rose Ben-Bassat
Pola Berenstein
Frances M. Berkowitz*
Hyman Biederman
Sydelle Brass
Bob Brenner
Herman Brenner
Zelda Channing*
Harold Cohen
Davida Copeland
Shannon Davis
Gisela Dinert*
Max Durlacher
Alan Epstein*
Wendy Holmes Fine
Ann H. Ginsburg*
Eleanor Glazer
Harold Goldberg
Joan “Joey” Goldsmith
Jacob Goldstein
Selig Golen
Sidney Greenberg*
Henni Gross
Marcy Gulden*
Mitchell Alan Halbrich*
Bertha Rose Harris*
Mary Jaffe*
Esther Jinesta
Barbara Kalish
Sylvia Kalman*
Rebecca Kamensky*
Murray Kammer
Steve Kay
Evelyn Kempler
Rose Koross
Benjamin Kramer
Lillian Krug
Charles Kruglick*
Mildred Lang*
Fay Somer Lawrence*
Audrey Leavitt
Alda Leda
Benjamin Levin*
Robert Gerson Levine*
Gloria E. Levine*
Bernard Lieberman*
Ida Maizel*
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* Denotes individuals with a plaque in our sanctuary.

Sylvia Jacobs*
Stanley Howard Jaffee
Isaac Kaminsky
Lorraine Kaye
Rosalie Kotkin Sidle
Sidney Lebowitz*
Nahtna Lederer*
Steven Levinson
Bernard Levinson
Mary Levy
Lorraine Levy
Peter Lewis
Rose W. Light*
David Loveman
Lawrence Margolis*
Lois Schwartz Marks
Edda Meller
Fortuna Mitrani
Sylvia Modlin
Esther K. Passon*
Bernice Goldberg Pollack*
Maria-Julia Quiros
Florence Rosenbach
Louise Rothberg
Beryl Rothschild
Stasya Rozman
Anita Schaeffer
Viola Schreckinger
Linda Jo Scott
Douglas B. Segal*
Sadie Shane*
Rhoda Sheldon
Gertrude N. Solomon*
Sophie Sprecher*
Anna Stoller*
Harry M. Suskin*
Morris Tischler*
Miriam Weinfeld
Kathy Wilk
Minette Zlokower

Mark R. Rubin*
Sylvia Rubin Maisel
Harry Ruttenberg*
Martine Sabban
Albert Sacks
Ross Steinberg
Carl S. Stewart*
Charlotte Storper
Harry M. Suskin*
Eugene Warren
Mauricio Weinstein
Morris Welt*
Sherri Lee Wolf
Sheila Young
 
Week ending
November 25, 2022

Anna Ballin
Mila Baron
Eva Beckerman*
Lillian Berger*
Sylvia Berger*
Dr. Fred Robert Berger*
Frances Bernstein*
Sally Biederman
Lester Blackstein*
Susana Brambier
Julian Brill
Pauline Cohen*
Sam Colsky
Morris (Doc) Deutsch
Jack Diamond*
Albert S. Dubbin*
Mala Einspruch
Jay Matthew Epstein*
Joseph Ferber*
Max Frank*
Hinda Freyer
Leo Furst
Molly Furst
Pearl Garvett
Arthur Granite*
Viola F. Greenberg*
James Franklin Haas
Eleanor Haskins
Sara Hazan
David Hecht
Leonard Hellman*
Milton Herman
Leo Hessel*

the current of life

We mourn the passing of

Jean Friedman, stepmother of Hon. Scott Bernstein 
(Hon. David Young)

Mitchell (Mitch) Friedman, husband of Adria; father 
of Chad (Randi) Friedman and Robyn (Kevin Chip) 
Schumacher and grandfather of Addison and Alexa 
Schumacher and Ava and Harper Friedman.  He is 
survived by Hilarie Friedman, as well.

Rita Gair, mother of Stephen Gair

Evan Higgins, grandson of Roberta Gallagher

Lawrence (Larry) Pauker, husband of Berna, father of 
Mara (Adam) Berger and Amanda (Michael) Freiberg and 
grandfather of Harrison and Maxwell Berger and Jordan 
Freiberg

Dr. Charlotte Ressler, sister of Helene Lanster; aunt of 
Karen (Robert) Zinn and Dr. Steven (Rachelle) Lanster

Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum, father of Dr. Abbe (Luis) 
Silberwasser and Dr. Annan (Valerie) Rosenbaum; 
grandfather of Daniel, Noah Joshua and Eliana 
Silberwasser and Joel Rosenbaum

Shirley Mervis Seitlin, mother of Robin (Tom) Ringel, 
Marilyn (Howard) Tendrich and Janet Seitlin (Lori Lazar); 
grandmother of Jen Ringel (Mary Dittmar), Kevin Ringel 
(Emily Machado) and Lauren (Kyle) Capasso and six great 
grandchildren

Francine Davidson Weinberg, mother of Nadine (Steven) 
Foldes, grandmother of Tracy (Lee) Cohen, Adam (Sarah) 
Foldes and Craig (Ellen) Foldes and great grandmother of Ty 
and Max Cohen
 



Commentator November 2022  •  Page 32

One of our most important traditions–an obligation to give, each in our own way, to help others. 
It is what makes us a strong, a united and a just people. Thank you for supporting 

Temple Beth Am on the Committee of 100 levels and making membership affordable to all.

CIRCLE OF LIFE 
Hugh & Eliza Culverhouse
Richard & Colleen Fain
Jeremy & Katrin Katz
Jon & Tina Kislak
Leslie Miller Saiontz
Richard Yulman 
  & Kandy Kramer

CIRCLE OF BLESSING
Jeff & Yolanda Berkowitz
*Christophe Browne 
  & Caroline Srebnik Browne
David & Beth Ertel
Elisabeth Frank
Barbara Havenick
Roberto & Betty Horwitz
*Michael & Valerie Katz
Dick & Susan Lampen
Mark & Nedra Oren
Aaron & Dorothy Podhurst
*Frederick & Michelle Pollock
David & Lily Serviansky
*Daniel & Brett Sundheim

RABBIS HONOR CIRCLE
Alan & Jayusia Bernstein
*David & Linda Frankel
*Bob & Nancy Green
David & Stacey Leibowitz
Charles Lipcon
Mara Mades
*Sam & Emina Nazarian
*Randy & Julie Rieger
Steve & Paola Saiontz
*David & Sarah Schimmel
Howard & Sharon Socol
*Robert & Michele Stone

PRESIDENTS HONOR 
CIRCLE
*Jared Dall’au 
  & Melissa Applebaum-Dall’au
Gary & Barbara Davis
Charlene Esserman

Karel Foti
Diane Goldberg
Stuart & Dianne Gottlieb
*Jason & Laura Haim
Anita Hoffman
Harry & Amy Hollub
*Jason & Lisa James
Barbara Levin
*Dan Levine 
  & Lauren Bronfman
*Daniel Lewis & Valerie Dillon
Stephen Lipof 
  & Allison Szmulewicz
Victor & Lisa Mendelson
*Michael & Susy Novak
Matt & Jessica Rieger
*Dylan & Jamie Roy
Scott & Michelle Sarason
Joel & Randy Schenkman
Richard & Jackie Siegel

COMMITTEE OF 100
Joe & Kim Aboulhosn
Evan & Amy Abramowitz
Irwin Adler
Fernando Akerman 
  & Viviana Acheen
Gary & Eileen Alvo
Brett & Lauren Amron
Jeremy & Astrid Arditi
*Andrea Askowitz 
  & Victoria Azpurua
Anthony & Lisa Askowitz
Roney & Sofi Balson
Scott & Debbie Barkow
David & Karen Baron
Geroge & Monique Befeler
Robert & Ana Behar
Edward Beiner 
  & Daniela Zanzuri-Beiner
Rodney & Linda Benjamin
Abraham & Helene Benyunes
Alexander & Sara Berkowitz
Andrew Berkowitz 
  & Felicia Gould

Michael & Jolie Berkowitz
Andrew & Marla Berman
David & Alison Bernstein
*Jack & Sherry Bernstein
Fran Berrin
Bob Berrin
Roz Berrin 
Tim & Jennifer Bielawski
Clinton & Elizabeth Biondo
Edward & Iliana Blumberg
*Michael 
  & Meredith Branciforte
*Robert & Ronnit Branciforte
Mauricio & Maggie Brener
*Alex & Karen Britell
Bobby & Cristina Brochin
Steve & Shelly Brodie
Michael & Janet Brown
David & Donna Buchwald
Jeffrey & Lisa Buchwald
Marc & Becky Buchwald
*Stephen & Marni Cain
Zachary & Ali Calinoff
Brian & Marissa Canida
*Alexander Chernyak 
  & Alexandra Price Chernyak
Tony Ciminero 
  & Joanne Bauling-Ciminero
Gary & Carol Cohen
William & Bobbie Cohen
Jack & Cookie Cohn
*Douglas Cox & Nicole Pearl
Tom Cromer
Paul & Jolie Cummings
Jason & Jordana Davis
David & Debra Deutch
Harold & Nanci Deutsch
*Jacob & Taryn Dubin
Sander Dubovy 
  & Sarah Steinbaum Dubovy
Ken & Adrian Dubow
Bernard & Liliane Eckstein
Norman & Edith Einspruch
Michael Elmaleh 
  & Jill Nexon Berman

Victor 
  & Eileen Faradji
Dan & Julianne Farkas
Jonathan & Rachel Fayman
Robert & Donna Feldman
Ted & Elaine Feldman
Cynthia Fien
Danny & Deborah Finkle
Justin & Natalie Firestone
Paul Fishbein
Steven & Nadine Foldes
Barry & Debra Frank
Gregory & Alexandra Frankel
Martin & Julie Franklin
Julio Frenk & Felicia Knaul
Michael & Carolynn Friedman
*Adria Friedman
*Marco & Nili Gandelman
*Nicholas & Rachel Geary
*Marty & Leslie Genauer
*Benjamin & Brooke Gettler
Mark & Belinda Gilbert
Arthur & Stephanie Gilbert
Bobby & Nancy Gilbert
*Benjamin & Jessie Gliklich
Daniel & Amanda Gluck
Amir & Jane Gold
David & Kathryn Goldberg
Harris Goldberg 
  & Lisa Esserman
*Michael & Jessica Goldberg
Diane Goldberg
Evan & Stephanie Goldman
Hazel Goldman
Lee & Lisa Goldstein
Larry & Susan Golinsky
*David Gottesman 
  & Elena Castaneda
Barry & Jennifer Gould
Marc & Myriam Grad
Lisa Heller Green
Bruce Greer 
  & Evelyn Langlieb Greer
*Max & Ali Grossman
Phyllis Grossman
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Renee Gross
Bob & Shelly Grossman
Bill & Dilia Grossman
Harvey Gurland, Jr. 
  & Carolina Gurland
Grant & Meredith Gussin
*Alexander Haber 
  & Diane Horn Haber
*Maurice & Ava Habif
Jay & Saundra Halpern
Bernie & Deborah Harris
Stuart Harris
Mark & Helen Hauser
Alex & Barbara Havenick
Michael & Rebecca Havenick
Greg & Jennifer Herskowitz
Frank & Jodi Hessel
Marcell & Ainsley Hetenyi
Bob Hill & Jennifer Ferriss-Hill
Ron & Miriam Hinds
Jeremy Hoch & Stacey Baker
Aaron & Maura Hollub
Michael & Iris Hyman
Joseph & Elizabeth Jackson
Chuck & Roberta Jacoby
Joe & Shelley Jacoby
Susan Kahn
Leonard & Debby Kalman
Ron & Karen Kammer
*Jared & Elana Kaplan
*Jack & Shirley Kaplan
James & Margarite Kaplan
*Ryan & Nicole Kaplan
Sara Kapustin
Ira & Randye Karmin
Arnaud & Rebecca Karsenti
Jonathan Kaskel 
  & Angela Tweedie Kaskel
Ezra & Tati Katz
*Jason & Susan Katz
Josh & Angelina Kaye
Ilan & Lauren Kempler
Daniel & Judith Kempler
Dan & Laura Koffsky
Bruce Kohrman 
  & Diane Krieger
Jay & Joanne Koren
Murray & Ilene Kossman
Gary & Michelle Kramer
Roman & Cristina Krislav
Frank & Helene Kronberg
Alex & Juliana Krys
Richard & Alexis Kulick
Howard & Linda Landy
Elliot & Barbara Lang

John & Amy Beth Leighton
Paul & Zoe Leinoff
Eric Levin
Mark & Suzanne Levitats
*Daniel Lewis & Valerie Dillon
Hal & Ivy Lewis
*Bobbi & Monte Lichtiger
Erika Litvak
Ray & Susan Malca
Jeffrey & Rebecca Mandler
Jeff & Niki Marcus
Lisa Massirman
Jay Massirman
Jim & Carol Mattei
Michael & Starr Mautner
Michael & Susan Meister
Scott & Adi Mendlestein
*David & Kelli Messinger
Elliot Messing & Faye Koniver
Luis & Liz Messianu
Steve & Adrienne Messing
Todd Michaels
*Josh & Annie Migdal
Marc & Marian Milgram
*Melvyn & Carolyn Miller
Howard Millhauser
*Isaac & Karina Mizrahi
Spencer & Maria Morgan
Peter Moser
Adam & Jessica Moskowitz
Alexander & Lily Moskovitz
Michael & Caryn Musaffi
Robbie & Lainey Nacron
Craig & Deirdre Nash
Jeffrey & Susan Nullman
*Daniel & Susie Odess
Michael & Marlene Olin
*Marc & Allison Pacin
Isaac & Mariana Pesin
Miguel & Lezlie Poyastro
David & Sheila Quint
David & Susan Racher
*Jacob & Sara Ratzan
Judith Ratzan
Jeff & Sue Reamer
Danny & Elise van der Reis
Terry & Marcia Reisman
Jack & Jill Reiter
Guillermo 
  & Maggie Retchkiman
Lenny Roberts & Elaine Klein
*Brett & Heather Rogoff
*Eliyahu & Melanie Roman
*Pedro Romero 
  & Sarah Wertheimer

Ken & Judy Rosenthal
Alan Rosenthal 
  & Natalie Carlos
David & Becky Rosenbaum
*Donnie & Monique Rosenthal
Jeff & Lillian Rosenberg
*Joshua Rosen 
  & Elizabeth Wolfsthal
Miguel Jose 
  & Clarissa Rosenfeld
Bob & Susan Rosenthal
Todd & Verena Rosenberg
*Neal & Vicki Roth
Jon & Jamie Rubenstein
Adam & Erin Rubin
Richard & Cessy Rubinson
Steven & Cindy Rudin
Stephen & Cayla Rutchik
Daniel Sachar 
  & Kate Lampen-Sachar
Steven Safren & William Pirl
Peter & Wendy Salomon
Gary & Lisa Saul
Joan Schaeffer 
  & Roberta Mandel
*James Schainuck
Darin & Jackie Schatzman
*Brett & Jaimie Scheiner
David & Joan Scheiner
Michael & Katie Scheiner
Andrew & Jacqueline Schimel
*David & Sarah Schimmel
*Joshua & Jillian Schnell
Kevin & Robyn Schumacher
*Ed Schwartz
Howard & Jill Schwartz
Steven & Laurel Schwartz
Hermina Seiden
Alan & Karen Serure
Allan & Sarah Serviansky
Ethan & Amy Shapiro
John Shepard 
  & Donna Bitterman-Shepard
Ruth Shere 
  & Jessica Shere Coggins
Howard & Stacey Shoer
Michael & Alison Simon
Sean Simon & Perri Young
*Adam & Paige Siper
Ed & Barbara Sirkin
*David & Ilana Snider
Aaron & Maggie Snyder
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Steven & Staci Solomon
Steven & Melissa Spann

*Jeffrey & Joyce Spar
Brian & Meryl Spector
*Robert W. 
  & Linda Spiegelman
David & Meryl Spigelman
Scott Squires 
  & Danielle Katz Squires
Cliff & Shelly Stamler
*Laura Steckler 
  & Jennifer Parrado
Eduardo & Martine Stern
Rudy & Tania Stern
Josh & Kerri Stone
Richard & Pamela Strassberg
Louise Stubins
Daniel & April Stuzin
John & Jo Sumberg
Geoffrey & Samantha Swerdlin
Myron & Monica Tanenbaum
Harold & Flippy Tanenbaum
Henry & Marcia Trattler
*Matthew & Jenevieve Treiser
Gary & Mariana Trief
Harley & Sherry Tropin
Tomer & Johanna Tzur
Elion Vinocur 
  & Rebecca Shull Vinocur
*Jacobo Wajner & Berta Pita
Howard & Suzanne Wallach
Walter & Michelle Weber
Bonnie Webman
*Scott & Melissa Weingarden
Michael & Julie Weiser
*Elliot & Julia Wittlin
Carlos & Meredith Wolf
Louis Wolfson III 
  & Ellen Wolfson
Howard & Pam Wolofsky
*Jordan & Kelly Wolosky
David Young & Scott Bernstein
Adam & Mimi Yunis
*Jeffrey Cosiol & Ana Zadoff
Adam & Suzanne Zimbler
Michael Zinner
*Robert & Karen Zinn
Warren & Nicole Zinn

           

 *New to this level
 Reflects renewals as 
of October 1
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Congregants love to patronize the businesses of other congregants, 
and what better way to advertise than in the Commentator? 

Featuring all of Temple Beth Am’s upcoming events, 
The Commentator is sent to over 1,600 member households every month, 

and reaches thousands more digitally. 

If you are interested in becoming a Commentator advertiser, 
please email Rita Diaz at rdiaz@tbam.org or call her 786.364.9434.

More details on page xx

Monday,  November 15, 2021
DEERING BAY YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB

PRESENTED BY

www.tbam.org/golf

November 2021

Cheshvan – Kislev 5782

ADVERTISE WITH US!

January 2022Tevet – Shevat 5782

Charlie  
Kramer

 ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

LOSING SIGHT, GAINING VISION

January 21-23

tbam.org/charliekramer 

Join us for a weekend of music, 

learning, and connection

See pages 12 and 13 for details See page 3 for our full  High Holy Days schedule
L’ SH A N A H  T O VA H!

HIGH  H OLY  D AY S  5 7 8 2
September 2021

Elul 5781 – Tishrei 5782

www.tbam.org/mitzvahday
www.tbam.org/mitzvahday

As we look back upon some highlights of past 

Mitzvah Day volunteer opportunities, we look 

forward to celebrating this year with socially 

distanced, masked activities that will allow us to 

come together safely to benefit our community.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14
SUNDAY, MARCH 14

SEE PAGES 18 AND 19 FOR DETAILS

MITZVAH  
DAY 2021

March 2021Adar – Nissan 5781

Brian and Jennifer Beraha and Madeline 
Ben Birns and Kerry Mahoney 
Erik and Hanna Brue, Nazo and Owen 
Leandro and Melis Brufman and Oliver 
Juan Carlos Cendan and Judy Simms-Cendan
Alexander Cohen and Lily Cohen 
Lauren Efron and Ariel 
Marc and Avital Fineman
Louis and Patrice Friedman
Eytan and Yochi Gold
Jason and Katherine Goldstrich and Penelope 
Abel and Taylor Green
Shirley Greenberg
Eric and Morielle Hoffman and Aliana 
David and Leeann Lester
Daniel and Carly Matz and Oliver 
Shahal and Gilat Meser, Leo and Ella 
Ariel and Christine Moses
Sam and Emina Nazarian, Ella, Mia and Sha
Gabriel and Heloiza, Lucas and Audrey 

David and Bari Rausnitz, Eva and Max 
Pedro Romero and Sarah Wertheimer 
David and Sarah Schimmel, Eliana and Sophia 
Susan Schwartz
Steven and Gisel Silverberg, Kevin and Gabriella 
Louise Silverstein
Jacob Tendler
Iris Vanek
Scott and Andrea Weinreb and Skye 
Jessica Wood

new members
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Two famous names associated with the beginning of statehood 
are Chaim Weizmann and David ben Gurion, as the first 
President and Prime Minister in Israel.  However, these pioneers 
began their dedication to Zionism before 1948.  They both were 
instrumental in setting up the foundation for statehood in 
different ways.

Chaim Weizmann, 1874 – 1952
Weizmann was born in the town of Motol, near Pinsk, Russia.  
He received a Jewish and secular education, excelling in the 
study of science. He was raised in a traditional Jewish family, 
and during his youthful days, he became an active participant in 
Zionist activities.  At the same time, he received his doctorate in 
chemistry in 1899 in Berlin.  When he attended the First Zionist 
Conference in Basle. Switzerland, 1897, (125 years ago), he 
became a supporter of Ahad Ha’Am, the leader of cultural and 
spiritual Zionism.   

In 1903, he received a teaching position in chemistry at 
Manchester University.  It was during this time that he met 
Baron Edmund de Rothschild and Sir Arthur Balfour. After 
World War 1 began, he moved to London where his scientific 
research led to the discovery of synthetizing acetone, an 
important contribution to the war effort.  After the war, the 
British were given control of the territory called Palestine.  
Weizmann was the chief architect of the Balfour Declaration 
1918, which declared that the British government was in favor 
of establishing a Jewish national homeland in Palestine. That 
same year he laid the cornerstone for Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem. He continued to work for the development of 
Jewish life and created the Weizmann Institute for Science. 
Weizmann was also a diplomatic leader who spoke at the U.N. 
for the Partition Plan of November 1947.  He served the Jewish 
People for three decades and was respected as a leader of moral 
integrity, and a man of great vision and action. 

David ben Gurion, 1886 – 1973
Time magazine featured David ben Gurion as one of the 100 
most important leaders of the 20th century.  They wrote the 
following:

“Part Washington, part Moses, he was the architect of a new 
nation-state that altered the destiny of the Jewish people and 
the Middle East.  He became a pioneer, a farmhand, a leader 
of socialist labor Zionism.…a secular Jewish nationalist who 
combined Jewish Messianic visions with socialist idealism.”
His life is symbolic of all the ideals and institutions that resulted 
in the state of Israel.  Born in Poland, his family was already 
committed to Zionist ideas.  He moved to Palestine in 1906 as 
part of the second Aliyah. He defended the rights of workers 
and was one of the founders of the Histadrut, Israel’s labor 
union.  In addition, he was one of the founders of the Haganah, 

the pre-statehood defense organization.  Ben Gurion was a 
leader in gaining U.S. Jewish support for Israel, financially and 
politically, and he launched the first Israel Bond Drive.  As the 
head of the Jewish Agency, the organization that took care of 
Jewish life in Palestine during the British Mandate, he was able 
to establish a working relationship between the British and the 
Jewish communities.  As Israel’s first Prime Minister, he led 
the nation through the very difficult first decades.  He retired 
from political life in 1963 and settled in Sde Boker in the Negev, 
where he wrote his memoirs leaving a testament for history.  
His vision, voice and charismatic leadership are recorded for 
eternity. (Read his inspiring writings)

L’shalom, 

Lenore Kipper

Our Jewish Heritage
5783

Our Jewish Heritage
By Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE, Judaic Studies Director, Emerita

Journey to Israel 75:  Pioneers, Leaders, Builders

When was the first assistant Rabbi hired?
The congregation membership had increased to 750 
families by 1966.  Now that the first buildings and 
sanctuary were completed, and the administrative staff 
for the Temple and the Religious school were in place, it 
was time to hire the first assistant Rabbi in 1968.  Cantor 
Michael Kyrr had become part of the clergy in 1965, and 
Rabbi Arthur Steinberg was hired to work with Rabbi 
Baumgard, the Religious School and the Nursery School.

TBAM Bar Mitzvah year, 1968
 During these thirteen years Temple Beth Am grew in 
many ways with excitement and enthusiasm.  It truly 
became a house for the people, Beit Am, addressing the 
interests of all ages.  The Adult Education committee 
continued to bring national guest speakers for the Forum 
Series.  The Social Action committee began to engage 
congregants in issues of national and local concern.  
Rabbi Baumgard played a significant role in involving 
the congregation in interfaith meetings.  The dedication 
and commitment of the lay leadership during this stage 
continued to ensure that the Temple was stable and secure.  
These years laid the foundation for the future.
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tbam.org/golf

10:30 AM 
Registration

12:00 PM
Shotgun Start 

5:30 PM
Cocktails, Awards Dinner 

MONDAY,  
NOVEMBER 7, 2022

DEERING BAY YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB

AWARDS CEREMONY
SPONSOR

S & K Real Estate Group

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS
Moss

Williamson Cadillac Buick GMC*

UMBRELLA SPONSOR
Hollub Group

GOLF CART SPONSOR
Duane Morris

SCORECARD SPONSOR
Ready Window

HAT SPONSOR
Team Citron

BEAT THE RABBI SPONSOR
Koniver Stern

BEAT THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR SPONSOR

HUB International*

CORPORATE FOURSOME 
SPONSORS 

AK Building Services 
Bernstein Private Wealth

Eisner Advisory Group
Fiduciary Trust International 

Gerson Preston Klein Lips 
Eisenberg Gelber

Haller Robbins Epelbaum 
Misiunas, LLC

Holland and Knight
Housing Trust Group

Joan & Glenn Rozansky
Kaufman Rossin*
Kaufman Rossin*

Rivergate Companies
Scheckner & Hetenyi, PL

The Starner Group of 
Raymond James

UBS Private Wealth Management/
Gold Wealth Management Group

Ussery Automotive Group:* 
Mercedes-Benz of Coral Gables 

and Mercedes-Benz of Cutler Bay
The Watermark at Coral Gables 

Young Wealth Management Group

BIRDIE SPONSORS
BDO

Kaufman Rossin
Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC

PUTTING CONTEST SPONSOR
NAI Miami

BEVERAGE CART SPONSORS
BlueTech IT Solutions

Brand Poets

DRIVING RANGE SPONSOR
Bryant Security

TEE SPONSORS
Gary Farbish*

Sokol and Sokol, CPA

Ussery Automotive Group:*
Mercedes-Benz of Coral Gables

and Mercedes-Benz of Cutler Bay

PLATINUM REGISTRATION SPONSOR

For more information, please contact Ilana Gilat, Development Director, igilat@tbam.org, or 786.364.9429

2022 GOLF TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRS
Ken Dubow, Steve Gold, Greg Haller, Ed Schmidt

VP EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT
Edith Osman

2022 COMMITTEE
Stephen Cohen, Judy Cowan, Adrian Dubow, David Goldberg, Kathryn Goldberg, Stephen Lipof, Adrienne Messing, 

Kevin Packman, Ron Rosen, Rachel Rothrock, David Softness, Scott Squires, Josh Young 

$425 per golfer includes golf, lunch, food on the course, open bar, 
awards dinner, 2 mulligans and 1 ticket to the Putting Contest.

*Super Sponsor. Sponsors as of 10/7/2022.

*

Avi and Steve Gold
Brand Magnify
Catering by Les

Chef Nicole Miami

Costco
Dan Cowan Photographs

Deering Bay Yacht and Country Club
Edward Beiner Eyewear

Fisher Chiropractic

IN-KIND SPONSORS

Ivents by Isis
Jay Lopez Photo Films

Jensen’s Liquor
Joanna’s Marketplace

Lime Fresh Mexican Grill
Michael’s Catering

New World Symphony
Ocean Bank

Perry Ellis International
Pitman Photo Supply

Publix Super Market Charities
Shaike’s Kosher Catering

Soho Studio Salon
Soto Brothers Events

Target
The Hyatt Regency Miami

Trader Joe’s
Vice Golf

Wahler and Sons

Zoo Miami
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tbam.org/golf

10:30 AM
Registration

12:00 PM
Shotgun Start 

5:30 PM
Cocktails, Awards Dinner 

MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 7, 2022

DEERING BAY YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB

AWARDS CEREMONY 
SPONSOR 

S & K Real Estate Group

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS 
Moss

Williamson Cadillac Buick GMC*

UMBRELLA SPONSOR 
Hollub Group 

GOLF CART SPONSOR 
Duane Morris

SCORECARD SPONSOR 
Ready Window

HAT SPONSOR
Team Citron

BEAT THE RABBI SPONSOR 
Koniver Stern

BEAT THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR SPONSOR 

HUB International*

CORPORATE FOURSOME 
SPONSORS 

AK Building Services 
Bernstein Private Wealth

Eisner Advisory Group
Fiduciary Trust International 

Gerson Preston Klein Lips 
Eisenberg Gelber

Haller Robbins Epelbaum 
Misiunas, LLC

Holland and Knight
Housing Trust Group

Joan & Glenn Rozansky
Kaufman Rossin*
Kaufman Rossin*

Rivergate Companies
Scheckner & Hetenyi, PL

The Starner Group of 
Raymond James

UBS Private Wealth Management/
Gold Wealth Management Group

Ussery Automotive Group:* 
Mercedes-Benz of Coral Gables 

and Mercedes-Benz of Cutler Bay
The Watermark at Coral Gables 

Young Wealth Management Group

BIRDIE SPONSORS 
BDO

Kaufman Rossin
Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC

PUTTING CONTEST SPONSOR 
NAI Miami

BEVERAGE CART SPONSORS 
BlueTech IT Solutions

Brand Poets

DRIVING RANGE SPONSOR 
Bryant Security  

TEE SPONSORS
Gary Farbish* 

Sokol and Sokol, CPA 

Ussery Automotive Group:* 
Mercedes-Benz of Coral Gables 

and Mercedes-Benz of Cutler Bay 

PLATINUM REGISTRATION SPONSOR

For more information, please contact Ilana Gilat, Development Director, igilat@tbam.org, or 786.364.9429

2022 GOLF TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRS
Ken Dubow, Steve Gold, Greg Haller, Ed Schmidt

VP EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENT
Edith Osman

2022 COMMITTEE
Stephen Cohen, Judy Cowan, Adrian Dubow, David Goldberg, Kathryn Goldberg, Stephen Lipof, Adrienne Messing, 

Kevin Packman, Ron Rosen, Rachel Rothrock, David Softness, Scott Squires, Josh Young 

$425 per golfer includes golf, lunch, food on the course, open bar, 
awards dinner, 2 mulligans and 1 ticket to the Putting Contest.

DON’T DELAY, LAST YEAR’S TOURNAMENT WAS SOLD OUT! * Super Sponsor. Sponsors as of 10/7/2022.

*

Avi and Steve Gold
Brand Magnify
Catering by Les

Chef Nicole Miami 

Costco
Dan Cowan Photographs

Deering Bay Yacht and Country Club 
Edward Beiner Eyewear 

Fisher Chiropractic 

IN-KIND SPONSORS 

Ivents by Isis
Jay Lopez Photo Films 

Jensen’s Liquor  
Joanna’s Marketplace 

Lime Fresh Mexican Grill 
Michael’s Catering  

New World Symphony 
Ocean Bank 

Perry Ellis International 
Pitman Photo Supply 

Publix Super Market  Charities 
Shaike’s Kosher Catering  

Soho Studio Salon
Soto Brothers Events  

Target
The Hyatt Regency Miami  

Trader Joe’s
Vice Golf

Wahler and Sons

Zoo Miami

Sponsor today!
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RABBI AKLEPI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
David and Donna Buchwald in loving memory of 
  Joseph Buchwald
Fran Gross in honor of Bob Price
Nancy Kraemer with gratitude to Rabbi Aklepi for her 
  dedication to adult learning
Susan and Richard Lampen in memory of 
  Florence Matson
The Mittelberg Family in loving memory of Elinor Gura
Michele Patterson in memory of Isaac Fiorentino
Frances Salbarrey
Mayi and Harris Steinberg in loving memory of
   David N. Steinberg
Phyllis Waldman in memory of Dr. Arthur Waldman

THE STEPHEN ARKY FAMILY CARING FUND
Marlin, Lisa and Todd, in loving memory of Steve Arky 
  who is, and always will be, deeply in our hearts, with 
  love and respect

LESLEE ARONOVITZ YOUTH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Jodi and Tod Aronovitz and Family in loving memory 
  of Phyllis Lieberman, mother of Susan Nullman 
Adrian Dubow in loving memory of Dr. Isaac 
Rosenbaum, father of Dr. Abbe Rosenbaum
Adrian and Ken Dubow in loving memory of 
  Lawrence Pauker, father of Mara Berger
Susan and Richard Zinn in loving memory of Phyllis 
  Lieberman, mother of Susan Nullman.

RABBI BARRAS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mauricio and Maggie Brener in memory of 
  Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum
Adam and Abigail Hall in honor of Mia Hall’s 
  Bat Mitzvah
Dolly Harris in memory of Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum
Adrienne and Steve Messing in loving memory of 
  Ceil Messing and Dr. Leo Levin
Rachel and Alexander Schapiro and July and Michael 
  M. Adler in honor of the Brit Milah of Brody Morris
The Schwartzman Family in memory of 
  Joan Schwartzman
Danny and Elyse van der Reis in memory of 
  Honey Krasne

CARING COMMUNITY FUND
The Chopp Family in loving memory of Isadore Blaier
Joan Rozansky in memory of Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum, 
  with deepest condolences on his passing

CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY FUND
Etta Gold in memory of Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum, father 
  of Dr. Abbe Silberwasser

CORNERS OF OUR FIELDS SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Lauren and Adam Schwartz in memory of Larry Pauker
   with our condolences
Alia and Lou Wolfson and Family in memory 
  of Lawrence (Larry) Pauker

CANTOR COYOT’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Leigh Korn in honor of Cantor Coyot in appreciation 
  of her music
Adam and Abigail Hall in honor of Mia’s Bat Mitzvah

THE JOAN KRAMER GALLANT AND MARTIN 
GALLANT CHILDREN’S FUND
In memory of our papa, Martin Gallant with love 
  from Jane, Mack and Sunny
Brian Gallant in loving memory of his parents
Tracy Gallant Brody in loving memory of her parents

GENERAL FUND
Judy Spero King in memory of Joseph King
Stephen and Dale Kulvin in memory of Hazel Kulvin
Barbara Levin in loving memory of Ira Fenster
Donna Levine in memory of Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum, 
  beloved father of Dr. Abbe Rosenbaum
Jan and Richard Pollack in loving memory of 
  Belle Bell and Paul Bell
Dana Pucci in memory of Mitchell Friedman with 
  deepest condolences to the Friedman family.  
  May happy memories bring you peace and comfort.
Rosemarie Roth in memory of Alex Straus
William and Marcia Silver in loving memory of 
  Jean K. Silver

RABBI GREENGRASS’ DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Ilene and Milton Hirsch in memory of Mitch Friedman
Jerry and Judy Wiskin in memory of all those who 
  perished on 9/11 at the WTC in New York, the 
  Pentagon and in the field in Somerset County, PA, and
   in honor of all those who responded to Ground Zero 
  at these locations.

THE SHEPARD KING SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Bernita King, Russell King and Tamara King Stark 
  in memory of our beloved Shep, who continues to 
  inspire us in everything we do

THE LENORE KIPPER ENDOWMENT FUND
Abe and Helene Benyunes in memory Dr. Isaac 
  Rosenbaum with heartfelt condolences 
Molle Grad in loving memory of Ed Grad
Amy Mittelberg in memory of Larry Pauker
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CANTOR NELSON’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Marlene and Joel Kaplan in loving memory of 
  Mitch Friedman
Marlene and Joel Kaplan in loving memory of 
  Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum
Joanne and Jay Koren in loving memory of our 
  mother Mildred Koren

DR. IRWIN PERLMUTTER ACADEMIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Keeping the Legacy of Temple Beth Am Founding Member, 
  Dr. Irwin Perlmutter, alive through Jewish Education

PRAYER BOOK FUND
Susan Henkin in memory of Betty Adler
Tammy and Steven Klein and Family in loving memory of 
  Fayth Krieger
Donna Levine in memory of Aaron Merrill Ash, beloved son 
  of Ellen and Hy Ash.  May his memory be a blessing.
Alan Stein in memory of Hana Stein
Ellen Widom in memory of Jeffrey Rubin

RAMBAM DAY SCHOOL ANNUAL FUND 
Becky and David Rosenbaum in loving memory of 
  Marti Epstein, aunt of Jason Davis

SISTERHOOD FUND
Marlene and Richard Kohn in loving memory of my 
  grandparents Rose and Isadore Siegal

SOCOL FAMILY FOUNDATION SPEAKERS SERIES 
FUND
Sharon and Howard Socol in loving memory of 
  Amy Socol Phillips

TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
Ruth Krieger in memory of Dr. Isaac Rosenbaum. My sincere 
  condolences upon the loss of your father.
Susan and Sam Spatzer in memory of Ethel Spatzer

TIKKUN OLAM GARDEN FUND 
Lisa Heller Green in honor of Greg Frankel
Toni Haber in memory of Larry Pauker, dear father of 
  Mara Berger

YAHRZEIT FUND
Jeffrey Agron in memory of Dorothy Leopold, my 
  grandmother on her Yahrzeit
Wendy and Jonathan Baumgard in loving memory of 
  Madolyn Ungar
John and Natalie Breslin in memory of Ariella Nasser Moskovitz
John and Natalie Breslin in memory of Lawrence (Larry) Pauker
Herbert Jay Cohen in memory of Abraham Walter
Richard Fain in memory of Libby Winer Fain
Robert and Donna Feldman

Ellen and Mark Friedman in memory of Phyllis Lieberman, 
  mother of Susan Nullman.  We are so sorry for your loss.  
  Our thoughts and with you.
Goldie Gleiberman in loving memory of Sylvia Gleiberman
Barry and Joanne Goldmeier in loving memory of 
  Burton B. Goldmeier and Morley M. Cohen
Susan Herman in loving memory of Edith and Norman Kohl
Sara Kapustin in loving memory of Bertha Rabinovich
Judy Kaufman in memory of Beulah Aboff
Susan Keife in memory of Evan Higgins
Esther Kramer in memory of Max Zelmanovic, beloved father 
  and grandfather
Lisa Kott Massirman in memory of Irwin Kott
Janet Nankin in memory of Amy Segal
Robert Price in memory of Abram Price
Richard Skor in memory of Esther Skor
Rita Swichkow in loving memory of Bernard Bernie Swichkow
Bert Traeger in memory of Muriel Bernstein
Pamela and Howard Wolofsky in memory of Nathan Packer
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NO POINTS OR
YOUR MONEY BACK

GUARANTEED

Randy Maultasch
ATTORNEY

4 0  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E
Randy MaultaschRandy MaultaschRandy MaultaschRandy Maultasch

305.285.9500

THE ORIGINAL

O F F I C E S  I N  C O R A L  G A B L E S

SE HABLA 
ESPAÑOL

• INJURY 
• CRIMINAL 
• TRAFFIC TICKETS

T
IC
K
ET

DEFENSE TEA
M

RandyMaultasgh_HalfPage.indd   1RandyMaultasgh_HalfPage.indd   1 11/3/21   9:05 PM11/3/21   9:05 PM

PROUD TO BE A PARTNER FOR ALL 
YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MANAGEMENT        GENERAL CONTRACTING WWW.AMICON.US

TEMPLE BETH AM PHASE I & II

EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS & NONPROFIT                                GULLIVER SCHOOLS

LUXURY RESIDENTIAL 

CONDO ASSOCIATIONS
HOSPITALITY &
COMMERCIAL
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Dr. Taryn Dubin, MD
Concierge-style Pediatrician

7300 SW 62nd Place, Penthouse West
South Miami, FL 33143

305.661.1962 
sunsetpediatrics.net 

Wendy Kornfield
W A T E R C O L O R S

October 3 - November 10 
Wirtz Art Gallery

at the First National Bank
of South Miami
5750 Sunset Drive 

Opening reception:
October 6 from 5:30-7:30 pm

Gallery hours:
Mon-Thurs  9 am - 4 pm
Friday  9 am - 5 pm

Please visit my website: WendyKornfieldArt.com
Original paintings and Giclee prints for sale
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Temple Beth Am 
professional Directory 2022/2023

BRIT OLOM TOURS, INC.–TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS
  Concierge travel agency designing worry-free vacations
  worldwide for over 30 years—land, cruise and/or river cruise. 
  Israel experts—creating personalized, private itineraries for Bar/
  Bat Mitzvah’s, family and friends.  Karen and Zvi Krugliak 
  305.403.7548/www.britolomtours.com  |  info@britolomtours.com

INSURANCE ADVISOR | NOTARY PUBLIC
Yisrael Goldman, MBA, MA
Licensed Insurance Agent FL 220 & 215
Home | Auto | Liability | Business | Life | Annuity | Health
www.LinkedIn.com/in/YisraelGoldman | goldmanfin@gmail.com | 
407.269.2000 Cell

COLLEGE APPLICATION ASSISTANCE Rebecca Klein 
Affordable, stress-free, one-on-one assistance with all aspects with 
the college application process: College list development/review, 
extracurricular activity resume, main essay & supplemental essay 
development/editing, application review prior to submission. 
Hourly rate. Free initial consultation. 
rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com 
305-775-4085  | www.rkcollegeadmissions.com

JENNIFER WARREN MEDWIN, MS, CDC
Certified Divorce Coach, Supreme Court of Florida Family 
Mediator, and Certified Marital Mediator
Seeking Empowerment: Clarity through Partnership, LLC
Empowering individuals & couples to take practical, efficient, &
solution-based steps to negotiate or dissolve their marital 
relationship.
Pinecrest, FL 305-302-9777/www.seekingempowerment.com

DOMESTIC PLACEMENT SERVICES
  Class Act Nannies, LLC - Jennifer Warren Medwin
  Bilingual Candidates, Live-out or -in, nanny, housekeeper, chef, 
  driver, petsitter, elderly companion, babysitter, baby specialist, 
  24 hour care.
  11767 South Dixie Highway, # 404, Miami, FL 33156
  305.302.9777  |  www.ClassActNannies.com

MEDICARE ASSISTANCE - MATTHEW GOLD 
  As your personal advisor, I will simplify the Medicare enrollment 
  process. I can help you with Medicare Supplement plans, Medicare 
  Advantage plans and Part D Prescription Drug plans. My email is 
  Matt@medicarematt.com and my phone number is 305.215.7881. 
  For additional information,visit www.medicarematt.com.

 ENGLISH  
    SPECIALIST:  EDITING, POETRY, RESUMÉS                                                      

Rita Fidler Dorn (Ricki) BS, MA.  rickidornpoetry.com 
Writing workshops on grief, creativity, and  poetry construction. 
Published book author, including The Joy of Jewish Holidays in 
Rhyme. Expert manuscript editing. abbasone@att.net

MOHEL - ABRAHAM BENYUNES, M.D., FAAP
  Abraham J. Benyunes is a Mohel certified by the Jewish Theological 
  Seminary and the Rabbinical Assembly of America.
  Tel.: 305.271.4711	 Email: abrahamMD@bellsouth.net
  www.moheldoctor.com

ESTATE SELLING & E-SALES BY RITA  
  If you have a home to liquidate, Estate Sales by Rita is for you!
  My team and I do all the work.
  Will buy gold and silver! 
  Excellent references.
  Rita Diaz 305.323.9322  |  ilovestores@aol.com

MOHEL - CERTIFIED REFORM MOHEL - BRIS 
DOCTOR, JASON JAMES, M.D.
  Dr. Jason James is a board-certified Ob/Gyn and a certified reform 
  mohel  through the National Organization of American Mohalim 
  (NOAM). Providing a family-centered focus for a beautiful, inclusive 
  ceremony  for your son’s bris (brit milah).  
  305.778.5157  |  facebook.com/brisdoctor

FUNERAL SERVICES
  EDEN FUNERAL SERVICES - Professional, Compassionate, 
  Affordable, Local, out of state burials, pre-planning, markers, 
  monuments,  Veterans service, available at all cemeteries. 
  Family Owned and Operated 
  305.257.8110 or aribo@aol.com  |  Ari Oberstein, LFD - Owner

THERAPIST - LICENSED MARRIAGE & FAMILY 
THERAPY
  Michal Keshen-Philips, MA, MS.Ed, LMFT
  5825 Sunset Drive, Suite 301, South Miami, Florida 33143
  Cellular:  305.724.4592
  Office:  305.275.2056

GYNECOLOGY & WOMEN’S HEALTH
  Randye Karmin, M.D.
  Town Center One At Dadeland
  8950 SW 74th Ct., Ste. 1705, Miami, FL 33156
  305.670.0010  |  www.miamiwomencare.com

TO PLACE YOUR PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORY LISTING HERE, 

PLEASE CONTACT
RITA DIAZ AT 

RDIAZ@TBAM.ORG
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ILENE EFTHIMIOU
305.205.5292

WWW.ONLYILENEREALTOR.COM

LOCATION

7815 SW 104TH St.

Miami, FL

SALES

1-877-579-0775

Mon.-Fri. 9am - 8pm

Sat. 9am - 6pm

Sun. 11am - 5pm

SERVICE

1- 866-372-8217

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 7pm

Sat. 8am - 5pm

Sun. Closed

©2022 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

WilliamsonCadillac.com

WILLIAMSON IS MIAMI
Treating You Like Family Has Made Us #1.
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STATE OF THE ART SENIOR LIVING

• Independent Living  

• Memory Care

• Assisted Living

Our beautiful 8+ acre luxury senior living community, 
minutes from the prestigious Palmetto Bay and Pinecrest 
neighborhoods, is conveniently located just west of US-1 
on 152nd Street adjacent to Jackson South Medical Center. 
Here is the ultimate choice for luxury senior living in South 
Florida. Amenities within the community include concierge 
service, luxury salon, fitness and wellness center, art studio, 
performing arts theater, restaurant-style dining room, two 
pools, piano lounge and bar, plus much more. The Oasis at 
Coral Reef is soon to be the hottest address in town, like 
being on a vacation every day of the year.

786.823.9600 | info@oasiscoralreef.com | www.oasiscoralreef.com

SPRING
2022

COMPASSION. COMMITMENT. CARE

Now accepting reservations

Roberta G. Mandel, Esq.
Managing Partner

8925 S.W. 148th Street, Suite 200
Miami, Florida 33176
Tel: 305-233-5041
Fax: 305-233-5042
roberta@mandellawgroup.com



Page 45

Senior Rabbi: Jeremy Barras
Rabbi: Rachel G. Greengrass, MARE, RJE
Rabbi: Jaime Aklepi, D.D.
Senior Cantor: Tifani Coyot
Cantorial Soloist: Jessica Bass
Founding Rabbi Emeritus: Herbert Baumgardz”l, D.H.L., D.D.
Cantor Emerita, Rachelle Nelson
President: David Young
Executive Director: Neil Kurlander, Esq.
Head of Day School: Nora Anderson, M.Ed., M.S.
Admissions Director, Day School: Jodi Barras
Campus Activities Director: Michelle Cohen
Development Director: Ilana Gilat
Director of Lifelong Learning: Tamara Donnenfeld, MARE, RJE
Elementary School Director: Susana Novak, M.S. Ed.
Early Childhood Director: Mara Berger. M.A. 
Finance Director: John Wenzel
Judaic Studies Director, Emerita Dr. Lenore C. Kipper, RJE
Marketing and Communications Director: Favila Budyszewick
Membership Director: Rita Diaz
Program Director: Andrea LeVine Kay
Security and Operations Director: Sharón Levi 

Administrative Office: 305.667.6667
Early Childhood Program/Day School Office: 305.665.6228 
Early Childhood Program/Day School Fax: 305.668.6340 
Religious School Office: 305.667.6667 ext. 119 
Religious School Fax: 305.666.2536 
Administration Fax: 305.662.8619 
Clergy Office Fax: 305.667.1390 
email: info@tbam.org
web: www.tbam.org

affiliated with the: Union for Reform Judaism

Commentator (USPS: 0052-060) Is Published 
Monthly Except July by Temple Beth Am, 5950 
North Kendall Dr., Pinecrest, FL 33156-2068. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Miami, Florida. 
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DRIVE, PINECREST, FL 33156-2068.	  
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Mission Statement
Temple Beth Am embraces Jewish life 
through lifelong learning, spiritual growth 
and community engagement.  

Commentator

Not intended to solicit currently listed property. © Compass Florida, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. All 
information furnished regarding property for sale or rent or regarding financing is from sources deemed 
reliable, but Compass makes no warranty or representation as to the accuracy thereof. All property 
information is presented subject to errors, omissions, price changes, changed property conditions, and 
withdrawal of the property from the market, without notice.

Make the most of today’s
real estate market

Bea Citron + Jenna Citron Pinchuk 
Team Citron | Principals | Realtors

Scan here
to connect 
with us today.

If you’ve been thinking about leveraging today’s real estate 
market, we’d love to help you determine how to maximize 
the value of your home. We’re thrilled to offer our clients the 
amazing power of Compass Concierge - the hassle-free way 
to prepare and sell your property for more money by
transforming your home with zero upfront costs.

With Concierge, you don’t have to pay any out-of-pocket 
expenses for home improvement services like painting, staging, 
flooring and more (even impact windows!). When your home 
sells, you simply pay back the cost of the services at Closing.

If you’re interested in getting the most out of this market, 
please reach out today.

305.606.7993 | Bea 
305.606.9267 | Jenna
teamcitron@compass.com

BEFORE AFTER
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alperjcc.org/threadcollectors
For more info, contact Marcy Levitt at mlevitt@alperjcc.org.

Shaunna Edwards &
Alyson Richman

The Thread Collectors

Temple Beth Am
5950 SW 88 Street  |  Miami, Fl 33156

Tuesday, November 8th | 7:30 pm

Admission: $10

Co-sponsor: National Council of Jewish Women/Kendall

*Note: Shaunna Edwards will be present virtually*
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Full-service, residential interior 
design firm by sister-duo 

Samantha Viski-Hánka + Rebecca Hölljes 
Info@SamSaraInt.com / @SamanthaSaraInteriors
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what does “home” look like to you?

get “home” faster.

call natalie iglesias, realtor®
 305.297.3210

natalie can help you  nd out.

Temple Beth Am member

A Focus on the Highest Level of Quality and Trust
Let Our Family Care 

For Your Family

Dr. Jack Cohn
Dr. Adam Cohn
Dr. Aaron Cohn

We provide Preventive,
Restorative, and

Cosmetic Dentistry for all ages!

305-598-1428
9840 SW 77 Ave, Suite 201

Miami, FL 33156

www.smilemiami.com
smilemiamidental@bellsouth.net
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COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
CONSULTING & ASSISTANCE

Rebecca Klein
 

Affordable, personalized, and stress-free consulting & assistance 

with all things college admissions:

 College List Development/Review, Extracurricular Resume, 

Main Essay and Supplemental Essay(s) Development/editing, 

Application Management. Hourly rate. Free Initial Consultation.

 www.rkcollegeadmissions.com
rk.collegeadmissionsasst@gmail.com

(305) 775-4085

Interested in learning more about clean 
eating, but not sure where to start?

Temple Beth Am invites you to check out our 
newest initiative, which seeks to provide 
resources and support for making better 
choices to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Join your fellow congregants as we 
embark on this health journey together!

Follow us on FaceBook at @TBAMPB&J  
for updates, and to learn how to get involved!

Getting Healthy Together
PB&J PLANT  

BASED  
AND  
JEWISH

Interested in learning more about clean 
eating, but not sure where to start?

Temple Beth Am invites you to check out our 
newest initiative, which seeks to provide 
resources and support for making better 
choices to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Join your fellow congregants as we 
embark on this health journey together!

Follow us on FaceBook at @TBAMPB&J  
for updates, and to learn how to get involved!
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PB&J PLANT  

BASED  
AND  
JEWISH
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BEST PRIVATE BANK 
IN THE U.S. 

BEST PRIVATE BANK 
FOR FAMILY OFFICES

FINANCIAL TIMES GROUP, 2021

INVESTING  \  BANKING  \  TRUST & ESTATE SERVICES  \  WEALTH PLANNING  \  FAMILY OFFICE

Member FDIC. © 2022 Northern Trust Corporation.

You didn’t succeed by accepting the status quo. Neither did we.

We’re proud of our unwavering pursuit of excellence on behalf of our clients—
reflected in the creation of The Northern Trust Institute, a groundbreaking wealth 
research center, and our Global Family and Private Investment Offices, which serve 
nearly one-third of the Forbes 400 wealthiest Americans.

TO EXPERIENCE OUR BEST, CALL ALEXANDER ADAMS, PRESIDENT, SOUTH FLORIDA  
AT 305-789-1336, EMAIL APA1@NTRS.COM OR VISIT NORTHERNTRUST.COM/BEST.

600 Brickell Avenue, Suite 2400, Miami, Florida 33131
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The Janetz”l and Richard Yulman Campus
5950 N. Kendall Drive, Pinecrest, FL 33156

Commentator

On Miami’s most beautiful Senior campus, no one just sits around.
Located in the heart of Kendall, 
there’s a luxurious park-like 
campus offering everything every 
Senior wants and needs.

If you’re a Senior, or you just love 
one, now is the season to visit 
The Palace Suites and discover 
the carefree Independent Living 
Community that wins awards 
from the experts, and a heart-felt 
“thank you” from all of 
our families.

This is the South Florida indoor-
outdoor living that many of our 
residents have enjoyed most of 
their lives. Boasting an exciting 
schedule of special events, college 
lectures with The University of 
Miami, and lively social gatherings 
— not to mention 5-star dining 
and luxurious surroundings — 
every day is a day to enjoy.

Book your visit at 305.271.2220 
or www.ThePalace.org.

Luxury Living for Seniors

11377 SW 84th Street, Miami, FL 33173


