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	Thank you Cantor, Rabbi, and thank you so much 5th graders.  It’s so wonderful to hear your voices, your voices elevate the entire prayer experience.  

Music is incredibly powerful, isn’t it?  It can put you in a better mood; express a feeling when words fall short.  It’s one of our most basic levels of communication, something that is able to cross borders, is understood in every language.  It is song that gave American slaves the strength to continue, borrowing a story we know well, “Go down Moses, way down in Egypt land, tell old pharaoh, let my people go.”  It is song that stood in peaceful protest to the Vietnam war, like Edwin Goodman’s “War.” ( “War huh, good God y’all, what is it good for, absolutely nothing.”)  It is song that taught us to read, “abcdefg.”  
When something is important, when there is something we do not want to forget, a message we want others to cling to, we put it to music.  Because it is in song that the expressions of our hearts are elevated from mere words to emotion.  As Jews, we don’t read Torah, we chant it, because we do not want to forget a single word, because we don’t want the meaning to be lost in translation.  And when we are sad, joyous, excited, or in awe – a song can capture our feelings better than any words.

Music has an amazing ability to help us reconnect to who we are, to what is inside of ourselves.  As Stacy Francis, a contestant on the X factor, said this week, “Don’t let me die with this music in me!”   Each of us has a song to give to this world.

In this week’s Torah portion, God places before us life and death, blessing and curse.  We are told rules to follow, how to live our lives to ensure it is one of blessing.  God warns that if we lose sight of ourselves, of our values, of the gift we are being given by receiving Torah, that God will hide God’s face from us – it does not say God will smite us, but imagine living a life where Godliness is hidden.  The Hasidic master, Rebbe Ephraim of Sudylkow understands this to mean that, “When we forget our values and our humanity, we obscure God's holiness from the world; then God's face, God's true presence, is hidden from us. When we pervert what is just and right through the pursuit of that which is not the true center, we cause God's presence to disappear, not as punishment, but as consequence.”

It is essential for us to remember our values, to remember our humanity; we must always guard against the perversion of justice.  And so, to ensure this, God instructs us to put it to music.  Deuteronomy 31:19 tells us that God commanded Moses to “write down this song and teach it to the people of Israel, put it in their mouths so that this song will be a witness for Me before the people of Israel."

God knows the power of song, that it can be used to inspire, to help us reconnect to our essentially pure nature and enable us to live out our true commitments. The true song, the one that is inside of us all, enables us find God's face; to chose life and blessing, to strive for a more just world.

It is easy to get lost, to follow what we too often see in the media, or perhaps hear in popular music on the radio, and forget our principles. But then there are stories that inspire, like the repeal of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, and there are so many songs that can yet lead us to become our better selves, whether that be Hatikvah – the hope – to be a free people in our own land which we have yearned for over 2000 years, as Netanyahu remninded the UN just this afternoon – lo yisal goy el goy cherev, lo yimaldu ode milchama – nation not lift up sword against nation nor learn war anymore; a land where the river runs free and you and me are free to be you and me . . .  As Rabbi James Jacobson-Maisels said, “Song, that fundamental assertion of joy and meaning, can remind us of our authentic self and our genuine power. Through it, we can transform the way we live and fully embrace our true nature--our potential to transform ourselves and the world. In so doing, the deep anokhi, the true faces of both ourselves and God, will be revealed.”
 
What is your song?


 

 

