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We are about to welcome in the New Year.  The Secular New Year is often a time of making resolutions, a time of hope for what the next year might bring – and yes, the end to the fiscal 4th quarter.

Hollywood has taught us that we should try to attend a party, dress in sparkling clothing, drink Champaign, be surrounded by others, and that we will know the New Year will be a good one if we have someone to kiss as the clock strikes midnight.

Judaism doesn’t work this way.  Adding sparkles and a having a good luck kiss may lend itself to a nice party, but, our faith has no faith that luck and hoping will accomplish anything.  

No, our faith has taken the name Israel (one who struggles with God) because we know the truth, that if you want the New Year to be somehow better – then it’s going to be a struggle.

This is part of why I love the fact that the Jewish holiday of Hanukah falls so closely before the secular holiday of New Years Eve.  I believe that Hanukah teaches us what we need to know in order to succeed in making positive changes in the coming year.  

Hanukah celebrates the Maccabees, a small group within the small minority that was the Jewish people during the Seleucid Empire, changing the situation for the entire Jewish people.  6,000 poorly armed Jewish rebels defeating a fully trained and equipped army of 50,000.  Hanukah celebrates the miracle of lighting the menorah, believing that there was only enough oil to last only one night, but despite what they believed to be the truth, trying anyway, and that little amount of oil being enough.  

Change is scary.  As people, we tend to avoid change at all costs – but the problem is, that sometimes, that cost is our health, our happiness, finding real meaning in our lives.  It’s easy to stay where we are – we know it, we are familiar, know what to expect, and are comfortable to some extent.  But there are some of us who are not yet living out our potential because of fear or perhaps a bit of laziness; we do not look for that new job, look for that better partner, put effort into our current situation or try our hardest, because we fear for the worst.  As the popular idiom goes, “Better the devil you know than the one you don’t.”

Right?  That’s why for many, it’s only in the most desperate of situations that they can summon enough courage to change.

But look at the Maccabees:  6,000 bravely taking on 50,000 – knowing that it may not be enough.  Look at the Maccabees, finding that cruse of oil, seeing that it won’t be enough – but lighting the menorah anyway. . . and succeeding.

This is our legacy.  This is what it means to be a Jew.

We are not a people who sits back and merely hopes.  We are not a people who believes that tinsel will make the world a better place – No, we are a people who struggles, who fights, who turns hopes into goals – who stretches our resources, who foists change upon the world.

This New Years, I invite you to join in the secular tradition of making resolutions.  But I urge you to approach them as Jews – meaning, as fighters, as people who believe that we have the power to change the world, as people who know the limitations, but try anyway.

I wish you a year of blessing, of achievement, and of miraculous possibilities. 
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