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Lurianic Kabbalah teaches that God, who is everywhere, needed to make a space where God wasn’t in order to create our world.  . . . so God sucked in, tzimtzum, and suddenly there was space – but the space was chaotic, void, and so God sent forth vessels of light, holding goodness, godliness within, back into our world.  These vessels were fragile, and unfortunately, they broke, sending sparks of the divine randomly throughout our world.  So, from the very beginning, the world was broken, sometimes, God’s presence is not felt.  But then, God created us, created man in God’s image, created the only beings with the freedom of choice, the freedom to create, and God made it our responsibility to heal the brokenness of the world, to collect the divine sparks of goodness, of godliness, through doing mitzvot.  God created us to finish the work of creation – to perfect the world.


We are taught that from Adam and Eve, the entire human species came to be.  Eve is known as the mother of creation.  This reminds us of the power of a single life, that from one woman, all the children of the world where born, and today, we stand at a world population of 6,969,408,709.  Our rabbis teach that “Whoever destroys a soul, it is considered as if he destroyed an entire world. And whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire world ( Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5; Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin 37a)”.  Life is our most precious gift.  Saving a life is put over every other commandment – because we see, in that one life, the divine image, we see the potential to create new worlds, to save our world.


As a mother, I never knew I would feel about another human being how I feel about my son.  He is a walking moment of awe for me.  He allows me to see the beauty of the world through new eyes, he makes me laugh with sheer joy, and I see within him, all the potential of the world.  I cannot imagine the extents I would go to, to protect him . . . 


There is nothing more precious to us then our children.  

I didn’t understand this fully 5 years ago, when I first heard of the kidnapping of Gilad Shalit, because I did not yet have children of my own.  I had been living in Israel only a few years before.  While living there, Israel released 430 “Arab prisoners” for the bodies of three dead soldiers.  The people were torn over the negotiation.  As a country, and as a Jewish people, we cherish our soldiers.  They are literally Israel’s children, often kids fresh from high school graduation.  Everyone feels the loss of a soldier’s life because the country is so small – it’s not a sad story you hear on the radio – it is someone you know, your neighbor knows; the loss of a life is acutely felt.


When Gilat Shalit was kidnapped by Hamas, his family, reacted, and so did the people of Israel (his extended family), and so did Jews around the world.  They argued that they wanted their son back and that Israel had to do the moral thing, the Jewish thing, and save this life!  The rabbis quoted Maimonides who taught that, “Redemption of captives comes before other forms of tzedakah… and one who ignores the plight of the captive violates the commandment, ‘Do not stand idly by the blood of your fellow.’ [Leviticus 19:16]. But we must not redeem the captive for an exorbitant price, in order not to distort the system and encourage our enemies to pursue us to capture us (to hold for ransom).  (Maimonides (Rambam), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 8:10-12)”


And this became the debate, what is too high of a price?  430 terrorists back in the world for three dead bodies.  Was it worth it?  But Gilad, he is a living person, a person who is still loved by his family, who is dedicated to his country – how can we let him wither away?


And so, as a people, we fought for Gilad Shalit, we had protests demanding his release; we wore dog tags with his name on them.  Synagogues put out an empty chair for him on the bima.  He became part of the Jewish consciousness.


My sister is in the Foreign Service, so she told me, before the news picked it up, before my AP mobile alert on my phone, that he was being released for the exchange of 1,000 captured Palestinians.  

I wept.  

In that moment, the relief I felt as a mother, as a friend to IDF soldiers, as a person who loves Israel, and as a person who believes that if you save a life you save the world – was overwhelming.  In that moment, it became clear to me, that as reprehensible as the release of 1,000 murderers, criminals, and terrorists is – that the life of one of our children is, well, worth it. . . the pride I feel in Israel as a country who, in this case, has truly lived up to the moral demand to not stand idly by – was so much stronger than the fear of what Hamas might turn this into.


When God created the world, God had to make space for creation.  And unfortunately, what we ended up with was an imperfect world, where sometimes God’s presence is not felt, where evil can exist.  But God created us to bring healing to the world, to bring God into the darkness.   This week, a young man was brought back from an evil place, where he was undernourished, where he was kept alive to serve as a pawn in a sick, sick game – he was brought home, to the Jewish people who never ceased fighting for him, to a country that embraces him, and to parents who felt the miracle of life as they had only felt on the day of his birth.


Sparks of holiness, sparks of Godliness, tikkun olam – healing the world, saving the world one person at a time – that is our mission as a Jewish people.  The world was created from just one person; this week, Israel saved a world.

What a way to start the year.

Meditation question:  What spark of holiness will you release this year?

