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In his meditation this week, Rabbi Terry Bookman addressed the recent scandal at the University of Miami and the alleged violations among student athletes and others.  Saying that we need to fix the system rather than merely treat the symptoms, the Rabbi compared the situation with the way our Torah begins its so-called repetition of the laws that are to guide our behavior in the Land of Promise (the Book of Deuteronomy).

With three full portions covering more than 11 chapters, the Torah lays out the rationale for the laws that we are supposed to obey.  Only after there is understanding and buy-in on the part of the people, do the rules themselves get annuciated.

In college football and basketball, the NCAA has set out rules to protect students so that they can attend to their number one task--graduating from college.  The problem is, that in Division I sports, most of the athletes are not buying it.  They are there for the illusive opportunity to make it to the pros (only 6% will) and not for a scholastic education (more than 70% never graduate). 

What we have created in universities across this nation, the real scandal if you will, is a system in which poor kids (and they are, for the most part, literally poor and disadvantaged) sacrifice their bodies, pretending they are students, while the NFL and the NBA get a free, monopolized minor league system, while the universities rake in hundreds of millions of dollars in television contracts!

Will we continue to blame the kids, slap a few hands, take away a few scholarships and cluck our tongues while we wait for the next scandal to hit the papers?  Sadly, I think we will.  Treating symptoms is always easier than fixing systems.  But until we fix the system, we are only kidding ourselves and hurting the kids.

