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TEMPLE BETH AM DAY SCHOOL
EARLY CHILDHOOD DIVISION

Frequently Asked Questions

What time does the Early Childhood Program start and what is dismissal time?

School starts at 8:45a.m. 



Monday through Friday

Morning programs dismiss at 11:45 a.m.

Monday through Friday


Full day programs dismiss at 2:45 p.m.

Monday through Thursday (Friday- 1:45)

Full day students waiting for siblings in


Elementary School dismiss at 3:15 p.m.

Monday through Thursday (Friday- 2:15)
What is the difference between Lunch Bunch and Enrichment?


Lunch Bunch is for Pre-Nursery only.

Lunch Bunch is a drop-in program for parents who want to leave their Pre-Nursery child after 12:00 p.m. It can be used on an “as needed” or regular basis. Parents must provide lunch from home or through kidzmealz.net. The Lunch Bunch fee is $10/hour and is billed monthly.  If parents need a full day program on a regular basis, students can be enrolled as a “Lunch Bunch Regular” with an annual tuition.  
Enrichment is also called “Full Day” for Nursery or Pre-Kindergarten only.

Enrichment offers students a full day program until 2:45 p.m. (1:45 on Fridays). This program is offered 3 days (M-W-F) or 5 days a week and should be selected at the time of registration. Parents must provide lunch from home or through kidzmealz.net.
Can I walk my child to his/her class?

Children in Jr. Pre-nursery and Pre-Nursery must be walked by a parent or guardian to their classrooms.  Children in Nursery and Pre-K must be dropped off in carpool both for safety and to encourage independence.  
Can I bring in fast food from outside for lunches?

Fast food from outside is not allowed for lunches.  The Temple Beth Am caterer offers an on-line ordering service for lunch delivery (www.kidzmealz.net).  Students may also bring a lunch from home.  
Do lunches have to be kosher?

Lunches must be kosher style. Please don’t mix meat and cheese, or send pork or shellfish products.  Due to the prevalence of allergies, all foods must be nut free.
What is P.A.T.I.O.?

Our Parent and Teacher Involvement Organization is a volunteer organization which encourages parents to become involved in the planning and organizing of special events throughout the school year.

As a working parent, how can I help support my child’s school?

Working parents can support our school by being an occasional volunteer (baking, phone calls, letter stuffing).

Is there a school newsletter?

Our newsletter, Chai Lights, is emailed to parents every Friday and posted on our school management system at www.renweb.com. Chai Lights provides important announcements and a weekly calendar.  Additional information about school events and a full year calendar are available on the Temple website at www.tbam.org.
What is the best way to communicate with my child’s teacher?

Send a note or call the office to leave a message for the teacher.  
Does Temple Beth Am Day School have after school activities and after school care?

The ASP (After School Program) is run by the Alper JCC on our campus.  They offer many specialty classes as well as full-time child care until 6:00 p.m. Other programs are offered by the Temple and include basketball in the gym as well as Fine Arts.
What is the earliest time I can drop off my child in the morning?
Early Care for students in Jr. Pre-nursery and Pre-nursery is available at 8:00 a.m. for a charge of $5/day.  Children go to a special room with adult supervision until school starts at 8:45 a.m.  Supervised play for students in Nursery and Pre-K is also available on the playground beginning at 8:00 a.m.  There is no charge for those students.  Students in Nursery and Pre-K can be dropped off in the carpool line beginning at 8:00 a.m.  Parents who need an earlier drop off time can make special arrangements with the school office.
What age does the Summer Camp serve and how many weeks does Camp run?

Camp serves children 7 months (Toddler Time) through age 6 (entering 1st grade). Camp runs for 7 weeks, usually starting about the 2nd week of June.
How can we ease the transition to a new school?

Summer camp is a great way to ease the transition.  There are many of the same teachers and classrooms that help give the child a feeling of familiarity.  Students also make many friends that go on to Temple Beth Am Day School in the fall.  A special separation and transition schedule is set up for Jr. Pre-Nursery students.
What is the average class size and how many teachers are in the classroom?


We have NAEYC accreditation and follow the standards set by them.

Jr. Pre-nursery classes have a maximum of 8 children with two teachers.
Pre-nursery classes have a maximum of 12 children with two teachers.
Nursery and Pre-K classes average between 12 and 14 children with two teachers.
I’m not Jewish but wish to enroll my child.
You do not have to be Jewish to attend the school.  Enrollment is open to all families regardless of religion.  Many non-Jewish and interfaith families have enjoyed the program and felt welcomed at Temple Beth Am.
What is the Admission process?

Interested families may inquire about the Early Childhood Program through the Director of Admissions.  Families make an appointment with the Director of Admissions who will meet with parents and their child. Parents will enjoy a tour of the campus and receive the necessary paperwork to begin the application process. Enrollment contracts are offered at the end of February.
What are my options for paying tuition?

You may pay in full (one payment) which is due in July.  Another option is automatic withdrawals (either 2- or 10-payments) through an organization called FACTS.  Banking information must be supplied for automatic withdrawal.  Temple Beth Am accepts Visa, Mastercard, and American Express for tuition and fee payments.
